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lA'crk at the Ohnlib Day fiimitloD hdd In K«ir Ddlii in 
IfI5l ; 

Ta 


The Goveroment of India^ Hiniftiy of Home A^n^nc^ 
for proridbg me the Hocewary PolitutlCp and 

ot^mFori Ui the Centrul Jail, Xew Delhi, through tno dp- 
tcntiona {F^in July @1, 1D3 to July 20^ and ngain 
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INTRODUCTION 


All iLTt^ in [leutiQulaT^ hae & tnu'-fold x^orprifl? 

to serve : To portray life iind to mepiire and it to 

rraitfol action and quest for tmtli and liappiacM, 

In poetry potiiiiyid and not onolyflia ii the primaLfy 
pitrpo^ although the t n'ci Appear to be on dooelyp rather 
iofepambly, Interminglecl Truly great teteg mnot not 
only mcreed in portraying life Id ita rorioiift manifeota- 
tEona bnt aliu try to futhDiD Its mthor imJathamAbla 
tlepthi* Beoidea that it flhuuttl hftTC on iolierent beauty 
iind choriD of ita own. It id not at <inee educate, eaihrlll 
and enrapture one imd should be eBpahle of being put to 
noteq cf nsebdldUd mtuiir, for poetry ki essenee b figura¬ 
tive praise coarnying veziaationa and pereeptiduu cfI tbr 
mind in tuusioai melodyp 

To be grtml in not to be plaocfl nbore humanity hut 
to lie free from life’a futile partklitiee and deumndt of 
tminforzued, mingufdcd dMiro, It is to aebieve that 
measure of equanimity and sense of proportion wMefa 
enable ope to dificcm a btrie tnutj in all tblngt anitnatu 
and inanimate; take life for what it is worth * and 
learn to see beanty all arDund and dbeover joy erm in 
woo. That state ran be readied cniy thru ugh a proper 
uuderetanding of the Eoind^ through eensatiou and per* 
ooption in relation to the enTironmant« And that eoaetly 
has been the objiwt and cudeaToiir of all philosophy, ^ 
ort^ and oil iitaratore ; 


MoghoJ hy liirHaii by birth, Miim Aand 

L^ILilL Kbnu Gkaiib iv on^ Chf the greatetit hicraiy' figiiF^ 
of tbr& mcideni Hiu workd pntfiAte witli a unlcjuc 

&i0«hneBdi iiiifl DJidrretAndiixg of IminiiTi Tniind, Hifl poetry* 
both in Fwjtlufi ftTKl Urdu^ hm r-Iinrui nnd depth, besid™ 
being mui^irii l and belpn om to aebio^c-that jmoaiFure 
of orpiAiiimity lb vrhkb an dl^cult to oomo by* 
Hii wit and freiiEo of humour, ware rat her iinuflnnl for 
the DirieteQbtb eentnry India nrii! for many even tadais 
Thi« volume aims at pres&btlng iin uiid'::rstMiding pieturo 
of hk life, a. erilicoJ apprcdatlub of liti work ftlld re- 
prwentfttive sdretion fium hiK Biwan, eeUected verse* 
%o iHo non-rrda-icnowing reiidera in India and abroad. 

Tnuislaticjii h admittedly a difficiilt taak. It vrof! oven 
more m> in the preeeiit. eaae. Cibulib wTOte every ibixig on 
nine—under ita exhilimt trig niid inspiring indiionefr—while 
I bad to render the W4irk into English on winter alone 1 
But tliat ibcidentaHy happen^ to he the difference bet- 
Ween all orignal work« anti their translation—the 
differs nee betw-een ai|im-pura and win a. Af|na^pura 
however* id more esi^ntfal than wine anti iiwn have be™ 
known to get dniuk even on wnler, and wo the trnnfia- 
tica can also make a Einnlar apponl to the dninitiated in 
the oziginoJ. Moreover the human nature is the eaine 
the wnrld^ver, and jiJI great thnugUt nod ripreotiinn* 
lineal nuinocs nnd slnulas ajiart, shoidd W capable of 
triuuiplanUtion onywhero in the world and in any 
language. GhaUb hae this nbivertfidity of ap|)eal in bis 
work whieb ahould make him the helovKl nf intelligeiilHia 
and othem in many lands. 


Those wfilt-Termed jci Urdu would i^eognize at a glajiee 
the original piere in ibe translotioti ; The attempt has 

xii 


bc€in it* gfre os iusThfnJ a rortflcriiig of the wurk poaiiblc. 
Here ami iJietD fc&e traoslatpr’i prirNegcr f o drop aad 
wmbelliHli luw ti«ja eiofoifiad, \ml uowJicie at thfs er- 
pensG of tho etiseace. It must, bou c\*r, btj made olear to 
thn reader tbat GbolibV liijcft havo been dlveraelv in* 
toq>rete<i b3-orjtiOB ftod vTitPni in ladia aqd T liad to 
uiiiiteft lefeetirni of oivn for rcrnderin^. wouTd 

a^Toe n itli tbo tiut (linre Ln^ ^oiiue’whci 

miglit diAAgrce. It ma}\ Jisiiwoirot, bu atiitud tlirit tbe 
skiotion Wiii tuido afti^r cararull^* wcEglilng Ujp viiripuA 
interpretatTooa and trying lo understand wlmt caiiJd be 
nearest to the nature and mm. 

Gballb le cosmopolitan iii }m out-JtJok His lines 
pCEgesB remarkable phIJoeciplijaal njid mnalDEiJ f|uiiJiUe«, 
Hlb work in Pansliiii baa been pnblliibed In Iraa^ and samn 
trannlationE of hj« Unra in Riu^sltui appeared in the USSR 
in early daye of tlie iTTnlqtiorip and many i^E-bobrit there 
JltD still engaged in t]io utudy uf bia lifu" and work* 
Unfoftinuittdy* howeTefi lii? has not nu ifKi fkr bad li proper 
introdnetion tu the Engliflli-reading public in India or 
abroad. I hope ihla roliime woidd meet H long atinding 
need. 

The Work aji tliia pnijeet began oumeiimr in 1 & 52 , 
Originally it waa intended to bring out u rendering of fall 
verae udj. The work, Iid never, got atalkd beeauac of 
my journadhitje and jiulltEeal aotjTitjee bcpoh after it wu 
began, Jt got rcatartod lEiet j'car. In dofemDco to ihm 
wlsbca of various frienda a biggrapLy of tbo pci^i and 
critique of bJa work were also prepoxed. f hope ibo 
ohange in the original plan bofl been all for the 

Tjiere ia HtilJ muob scope for impravenieat in the 
present work* t^uito a few of (Ibabbe pJecoai btFe 


zfir 


ti0CJip<oil jnfrlitjitoii Ln tKin Yoliini®# The printer s deviJi 
natvithAtAndliig! tiio pri£>ftf-ri?Ader*ji &iid ftntlior^A effort*, 
imiMfl Ilia miftchicTaiia head htre and tbece^ Xlie reodcr 
maj aUo doeire tm ekpanibu of the biugraptuiul data. 
W^tflTer thv ertilciEizi rr they woiUd be 

wfdcinEiiad by thti authur, gmUfnlly aeknuwiedgtd, and 
ntitiaed for improTement ui ibo pexi edltioiii 


Nawab (jStmj, 

Doihi-e 

December li, IfitK) 


i** L. takhoFipal 


PART I 

ghalib-tue man 
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Chapter / 
Tlic Youtli At AgTB 


'pilE night woB itin 70 ixng ori December 27^ IT07» 
when a aliTill ihriek from A sw-eet Jittlc of the 

purest white and red with finely rbifteUed featuFH traos^ 
formed the t-Enae atmosphere in Kala Mnhai at Agra Into 
ODO of and cbeer^ UtAt-ul-Nisiv, wife of Abdullah 
Beg Kiinn, a Mogbnl wairlor^ and daE^hter of Kbwaja 
Gbulam HnoMun^ a wedthj ntible of Agra* had been aafdy 
delivered at her fatbor^a residonoe^ of bar firit mn who 
io later life was to shine under the duiug of ObfiJlh ad a 
brihiiuit mUt In the dnnumcnt of world literature ojid 
poetry. 

Aaad UUob Beg Khan^ {er//oj Mirza Xonha}^ waa the 
fall name given to the ebild to n'hloh he added Oholib as 
bia nom de plume aa he atarted com|)O0iDg verae. He 
oune of an ilInfitriQiia family tracing its lineago to the 
earUeat mien of Iron^ eome of whom later conqizerid 
and aettJed in parte of Turkestan. Borne qiuurrel with 
biB fjLLherp Tursatn Klnvn, the det4kilB of which aro not 
known, made Ghalib^a grandfather^ Qnoqan Bsg Khan^ 
leave Summercimd in the lofty hinterland of Btisiaa 
Turkeotan and turn to India in aearch of a now Imme^ 
fainCp and fortune during the reign of Bkah Alam, Herer 
although a itranger to the local cuttomt and znannf^ 
and not erm knowing the local lE^ngtia^—^Tnrkiah being 
hie mothcT'tojigne—Beg found little diMcolty in 
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eeiurini' for hJnigflf n tigli offleo in the Bcrvioa of NavKb 
MuDa^igl'Malik at Lahoiv on tJie ftivngth of Jiia rovai 
lineage. After the Nau ab's death be moTed to Delhi" to 
join tho Bcrrioo of the Emperor, Shah Alam, aa a com- 
ninnJui^ olHtJor of a eaTalry unit of BO with a Jagir for 
niajiiteDanigre. In Delhi were bom Quoqan Beg'a four 
HQJW and three daughteot one of whom wiaa JtfirTa 
Abdullah Beg Klian, Gbaltb's father, and another, Nba* 
rullnh Beg Khwi, who broaglit Ghalth np after hU father'a 
da&tb. 


Abfiallah Beg KJian wag coanfieted bp marriago with 
one of the weaithiert and moet illoBtrioug farajlieg of 
^a. His wife. Isaaml-Xlsa, was the daughter of 
Khwaja Gbolam Hussain Khan Kamendun, a high official 
of the Morhfttto rulers of Mmimt, wlio also ewTied eiten- 
KTB laud and proiiCfty in the city of Tnj. AhdiilJah Beg 
Khari hiinself however, did not ocropy any Iijgh office 
m hsa life. After hi» father’s death and consentient 
forfcHOTD to tlic Slate of their Jagj'r, he joined the Court 
of ^af-ud-daula at Luckaow, but soon after moved to 
UydembadtujoijitheaTitijof Xawab Nitam Alj Khan 
ns a oavalrv rotnmandrr of u unit nfaod. The inttr- 
oceine conflicts and iniHgne,. a chamctmisiic feature 
of the Kjdeml«d f ulijgg fa^dy for generations, caused 
ffis repeal bum this office also. Ho then Joined the scr- 
™ of the AW ruier, but hud hardly in the 

and AWnS raised the standard of revolt 

^d Abd^l, ^ Khan was sent to quell it, died 
of “ bt^et ^et received in the battle-field and was 

^‘liotenanee nllowanco was 
.anctioned by the ruler, Bakhtawar Singh, tor his childr«, 
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The Yosith At Agra 

m rcj'ogniticin of tho eetvic-cs rend^T^d by Alxiflllftb Beg 
t-D ihe Sr«te. AcBontijig to MiidilaM HaU^ a iMflciplu 
and hiogftipber of Ghalib, ihe allowAm^e was paid to 
Abdullnh Beg a fninilj for eeveml ymra after bia deatb 
in m2. 

Ghallb was barBly five vichm hii» father dieii Hia 
nbarg^ iiDtr passed an to hie unek, 2fB£rijlInJi Eeg Kban^ 
Subedar fGovercifjr) nf ApTH in the serrice of Marhattaa^ 
who, alter rheir defeat bj theBrilhsh, was nppoiiifed a 
comnmtidcr nf a caralrj unit of 4U0 hj lard Lake with 
a personal mcmthJy ssilary of Rs, lEO.fKJO for the oiaki- 
trenanee^ of the cavalry unit. ^faBEruUnh Beg was 
mamnd t.D the sister of Xawab Ahmed Baksh tbr ruler 
of Loham^ His ffife+ hoivcvcT^ died issuelesB and Naa- 
rullah Beg bestotted all Jc.ve^ nffectfon^ and care 
on his elder brother'a thn^a eluldrcn—Chhoti Khatilm, 
Chaljb'B elder sister, Asad Uliali Khan {Ghalib)^ atid 
MJrza Yusuf, Ghalib'^s ^’'ontiger brother^ that one would 
on his own, trafartuuaitely Kaemllah Beg also did not 
live long after hia brothef^B death. Ho died in t 
vhen Qhalib was hardly and the ehLId with hit 

brother and sister bet-iaine Iho b^gaJ ward of KBwab 
Ahmed Baksh who wsB ft great friend of Lord Lake. 
The Maw ab, aerording to an ortlcr passed by Lord Lake 
on May TBS eroinpled fivm annoal xwjyment of 

Rs. 25,D0U in lieu cjf his Jagir at Feroie-Pur Jhirka to 
the British on the cfiodiiion that Bb. IS.IMX) out of tt 
would be utilized for the mainlEfiaDce of a caralry unit 
0 f 5 O_, and Rb, lO^GOO would he tprnt on the upkeep 
and maintonauce of KawrulliiJi Brg^i drpeudoitii, A 
month later^ however* on June 7^ 1SO0,^ the Nawab 
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^nred nmtudment of the order eanaorfcing only 
r^fiOi} for li* nuinteimnce of KafirDUiJi Brg’e depen. 
dentj. Out of thii Obdib and hie younger broLhor Yuenf 
»a® to get Efi, 1,500; Kawiillab Bcg> mother and 
throe Ewt™ R,, i^aoo and Khwaja Hali, offlocf in, 
chM^ oftheatToIiymiitof 60 and a dietant relation 
cf GhaUb Ri. 2,000 a year, 

Notwithjiiflnding legal control orer him of XWiillah 

Bakah, Ohalibepentmort 
of ^ ohadhood and oarJy yooth wllh bin mother at her 
father -midoiee woa a kindly, God-fcoriog 

the ehfid. The untimely death of her Iniaboad and 

izt::. si 

:^r;LKt-r ir^d ““rr 

Phy. A^bir. Philono- 

whidi at that time formed o««,otiJ 
•yfitem of edueation. Bui tim 

foimdAtSoiu of CfbftItbV nwaf j ^ 

™»iid, a Pond conrert to ral»™ ^iT ^ 

boDBQ when the ht^ an* about li Qbalib’a 

•bout two yearn ae hiaepecUl tuit “h* "“‘V- 
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thEMght OD Qhftlib'i w^otk. Ob&llb^s debilfD bifn [g ncknorw^ 
ledgc^ by most of the poet*^8 contuiDponxieB *TjH l^ h^li h 
hJinself jn early alth oogli later be trJefl to aiSBort that 

no incb Mulloli ever oiiffted except in ]m imagination^ 
TbiB howeYeti bo safely Ignored aa a fitful mi&tufeftU- 
tioa of hia extremely egoiittio natuTe endeaTOuriJig to 
efitablivh that nil bis gifla cama from God alnuoimd 
that ho ir*B a at Lodohied to Emy mortal beiog for tbo 
doTuloptnetit and ftowcrfitg of bis geoitm. 

Not tbat Obnbb waa not n genma. He bad tindoobtedly 
pomo into tbia world with many a natuml gift, nod 
alfo n rather paradoxical perflOtmUty. He waa a iine 
Specimen of male beauty ; tJlIl. fnir-ediitplexioELed and 
welhbuilt - HLb featorefl breatbed aa aniumtion, a fire, 
and a viTid and natumJ intelligeiict! rarely mofc in any 
ODnntenunoep Gbabb alao combined in him n paasioaafje 
Inst for lx?^iity with an innatmble hunger fox tnith. Dea- 
piie the wanderdnat in biiB blood and biB obarAaion with 
kite-fiylng And obeaE, there wirtg no difficulty in getting 
him tn atudy* Far from that he dung hiniBelf joyfully 
on all rorma of Learning and oatounded both bia tcacbem 
and relatlotiB with hia precockiuaneaap Ho bad an extrow 
mely retentive memory and a raKar^abaq^ tntoUeoi. He 
atiio had a phennmevial capacity to graap at n tender age 
the full meaning and content of deep phileaophioaZ tboo^ 
gbt w hich would escape many intelligent people even in 
their mature yeara. 

Ghabb exhibited hiB foadnatioci for poetry at a very 
early a|fO, H® ieemed to be horn with a perfact, infallibli 
ien»e of rythme and » natural feeling of harmony. The 
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nature had further endu’wod liiin with a forfing heart, an 
appreciatiTB and semutiTe ear and a fiucemjqg oyo 
besides a distbet penotialjt; of h» own. Hia excunbna 
into Urdu poetry began at the age of eight or nine and 
he rtsrted eompoHing Perman Tonie when bareJy ten or 
deTCji. AJihougb his earlj venc is in the canTflutlanal 
^le, hU work is readily reoognizahlo from tho opening 
Ibe as oomplctelj Ids o>irn, denoting a determinod bid to 
break away fretn the traditions of the past and blaze a 
oewtrsil. HtB lines are not ftisc ftom tie ehararteristb 
defeiTts of Urdu poetry beginning almiDet since its birth 
■hortljr after 1722—too much use of Peribn wnrda and 

amilM and a debased form of omtic tentimeut—blit their 
have a distinct charm of their own. They are gtaccfiii. 
prreuie and spirited, with a matTriloBs eofrectnrts of com- 
poHition. They olearly ahow the hand of the genius rujin- 
iDg softer to the prevaiJiug mood b an endeavour to im* 
prwj hiB po^onolitj oo the 


autUhalib in his boyhood and youth was far from 
tamp pnragonofviritie, purity and moderation. Too 
mui;h of indulgence towards him by hia mother and 
a mna an t^e absence of a itrict male disciplmarian 
I home tended to make hint « apoilt-ehild. He is stated 
1*^*. ® arrogant and overbearbg youth, hri table 

aad qu.ck.iempcred. That, however, did not detract 

anl J U T f per^nality. for his 

anp treuld »eldp bat, bng and fa* was ever readv to for- 

giro and forget the incidents of youthful raaines's. Beai^ 
des. he i^s^sed a ready and pleasant wit with scintillating 
Ir and was of mi Lon«t and nature. -Z 

affluence of his relations made b'm as free with money as 
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hift ioke«. All thiB mAde Him an eicellent eorapAny, His 
own Inborn kepuncBa to observe life feom ba viLried on 
Atigle AS poMiblo nuide Wm flirt Her broaden the eirele of 
his friendB^ bringin|E hini in elo^ eontaot with people 
of Tarintu type® Mid t^mperameiit. 

Most of GhtllVs close firicntlB at Agra were Hindus. 
The closfi cDnnpctions of bis relationB with the Marhattas 
contributed in no small meEisore towards the develop* 
ment of Ghabli*# coinpletely n on-oonununal and cosmopo- 
litiin nutkmk on life. His mother^ berBelf deeply religions^ 
had also iiwtilkd in biin Cram early childliood ft genuine 
regard and respect for all reUgiona^ Among bU friends of 
youth a particuUr mention ia inadr by GbaUb of Munahi 
Huml Tl hur with whom he ''played ohesa till midnight 
and of Raja Bulwan Singh, son of Raja Chet Siugb of 
Beoarei^ agBiust whom he waff^ often ^*pitched in flying 
kites.” 

There wero Lwtatnly others too, not so noble and 
high* among hia ftiends whom the poet does not ran- 
aider worthy of mention sitlicr bccauift of their humble 
petition in life or betanss of their imhaalthj infloenec 
on hts own rharadiFrx There is litHe doubt, that 
tbrougb these un named friencls. Ohftlib bad an early 
rntrodtictian to bath wiafl and wnmect There U also 
no doubt fthont his haring developed an uncontrollable 
passion For both in the exuberance of his youth. Ai 
both wins and women were taboo in respected weiety 
of those times, Ghalib had to have recourse to both in 
a*secret and clandestino a nminiCT as hia ingenuity could 
devise. Wine he could have in secret in the oouipanj of 


Gkalih^The Man And HI* Verst 


hia frJenda &t TBriDim pJaceg af hiitoric intereil dotting 
roand the city of Taj hut for wfo&ea ba bad lui oHor- 
natiTe to Trequruting the boQaes of oity.Gonrteauu 
dfljicirig girls. 

Whcthpr pr not (JLiilab tad a affair dr 

cnevr durinE hia itay d( Agra cannot be eUted with any 
mceenro of cerUunty, Thfre awr ooinlMir of refenncM in 
bia own lettcin. written year* later, to tbe romaalic 
e^riencee of ibooe oeriy yeara of tbe youth. Even 
Kawih Aum-.iid-dn[(ib, one of bii roatompurorica, i»fcrt 
to Ghaiib in hi* Tnzkira—a biograplucul anthology of 
poetry as "an mtonigEot. eoelablA yDiing man with a 
eheetfnl ronuntio bent of mind.'* Qbabb. bowever, 
oppeere to h*Te loved hi many women at ao many place* 
that me begin* to doubt faia capndty for constant 
affection for a single woman. KeTertbeles* he found it 
raihCT diflicnlt to almke off the hold of women and wine 
on him. Wo find him ensIaTod by tbe lovo of both 

almost to tho THy end of bis life nhhough he mohea a 
dutEmiined Wd beginning with bi* raid-twentica to 
adpotn «wsoofrertitndB and modemtjon* Ha never 
oTnrcame his weafcnea for wine although hs succeeded 
to a great oitent in cbettfog blnjialf from freqnciittng 
women and bouaea of ill-mpute and themby saved lUe 
energic* and intdleet from being frittered away in iisek** 
pursoitPa 


Like other women bia own also tarn* into bis lifo at 

Augnst 

9.1810. he was married in Delhi to the efoven-year old 
tmrao Begum, dangbtarof atina lUbi Baluh Mauroof 
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brother of Kaw*b AhmfNJ Beiah of Lotun md 
pnr-JhirltA. A poet of aminencc, Huh! B^sJ) 

enjoyed great reapeot nnH hiflneiice ta tl» CapitaL 
Ghalib, however, wm not happy with marriage at mob 
EkD early age. The elders had azranged It to bring a 
aande of rofipanfiJbUity and nLaimUy in boy* wluoh in 
the East haa ilwayi been sapptiaed to come »■ 4 
of coatee in the wake of marriage. But there ia no indi¬ 
cation that Qhalib viewed the alliunco in the «iae light- 
iTiBtwtil we find bun charaetariaing it aa ■■rnurking the 
cMunmenrementofhia worldly impriaonroent, encaging of 
B free bird evon before It baa learaed to wing it* eoufie 
tbroogh Heaven. 

Bat. the mniriage wan not without its banefit*. In 
fact the advantages aecming to Qbulib from hia matrJ- 
moiiial conneotiona were eoniido'able and eignifiMt. 
Hia marriage in suoh a itBpected and diatingiaabed 
family of Ddbi accured for him acccae to the biahwH and 
noblt^ elrelw of aocicty aa a matter of right, ^ Xt alto 
tniroduced him to the moat atclniivo literaiy drolea of 
the ago which greatly helped the development of hia 
poclIcB.! gcniua. Hia father-in law, liimBeif a poet of 
diatinction, was a popil of i^auq, the moat renowped 
poet of the age and a teacher of Baliadnr Shah Za&i, 
at that time Hair-apparent to the throne and later tke 
last Emperor of Indio, As It waa the caa^ at the 
Court to hold two Miishairas, pootioa] Gymporioms. on the 
16th and the 2&th of every month in tho Bed Fort, hi* 
father-in-Iow would take Ghalib there and give him on 
opportnuity to study and opjrremate the work of poetical 
luminariea of the age and match hi* oWTi eIuU and 
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^^pliihin™t« aguMt tlein. This mitninillj helped 
Oluihh sharpen his »nd improve hi* rtyle. 

froJ^r ^ re^pomihh for his shifting 

years of his morrisge. Like h« father, Ghaiib i™ 
also adopted by the in-law, *s one of their houte inmates. 

0l>^ 

atnom frequent via»s to Agra, His 

game ofrheMandhw indtilgmee in kite^ayiog »&rred 

to hts*^L'’[ I"** What pemtiaded GhmUb to shift 

to h« m-law's hM» f. not dear. He had started risitS.” 
the boa« from the age of five or ,i* and «>ems ij half 

The fk!rt th to *11 by bis iotemgenee and condnet, 

Sk« h s ? .1?“ '>f N^wab Ahmed 

Jw,h, a brother of hia fathor-in-law, antjears to hn-™ 
been the deeisive &rt™. i„ i.:. r ■■ 

T}mH-.^k rT . finally settlii^ in Delhi 

eevciHh« do^,Hinl^^.j^^^^^^d he rarely visited 
the (flty of bis birth ond youth thereafter ' ‘ ™ 
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the ycare idterTeping 1810 “tl 182^t f:t>n»tstate 
* mafitlmporniit period of Gb*Ub e life- Ho ni*de 
Dcllii hii penmanent homo prob&bly around 1812 . at B«t 
ataying in hia fathcr-in-Iftw'n boni* in GaU Qaam Jan 
but after aotno time abifting to » houw behind 

Jama Mafljid from whore aliw he moTod to a house m 
Hareli Bhaabnn Bog in Phatak Habaah Khan, where, m 
all probability, be irtayed I El he undertook hi* jo^ev to 
Calcutta in eonneclion with hifl maintenanoe aUoWMW 
Mttled in latifi, Bnriiig thoae sixteen ycara Gbi^h 
changed from what hi* critica called on 'i^ntnlliSiblo 
poet of artifice’ to a maater in the art of Urdu verse. 


ITariou* fariofa coninbutftd toward* the correction 
ofthe wavward rebel of pootry and the development ^ 
hia Kcuiue. Delhi stood at the eroM-road* when Ghalib 
made it hi* new humo. In fact the whole naUon wM 
slowly but steadily imdorgoing a pfooeB* of revolutioi^y 
chacac at the time. Tbnw dny* 

epoch and the beginning of a new era in Indi^ hut^^ 
The day# of the Moghula wmo over, and the 
hod b«n firmly eutablished in thwr place. I^hi 
doubt still had an ’Emporor’ but he w« nothing 
more tbnn a figure-head with a monthly allowanc# of 
Bs 100,000, although the Britirfi were eomtiderat* enough 
to aUow him to enjoy certain imperial pnvikgEs and 
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nd^ to "“ Tl.Brt«,j’ 

B«tol. For tta si .to.. 

prrf«vtory mid» from variot,, 

tndiakncwofaencll^r " Capita] of 

of inteneotnal aSvity k ttertpiToI 

period in Indian tiaLj to ^ 

and itnaifteimoB in European 1i f of refonnntjon 

a gTftit eitcnt the atTon/^rtdo'* reflected to 

to tb. ,pb.„ „r.s».»,™. 

«Wed Wahabfen. with «/th\ ^,7? 

«Biiiii#t each o( her • .anJ^T* 

movenmnt. WahahiBni laa b»S*iIt “Potion of tire 

good dwJ of juatffication, to 

ment. Lite Luther's nrotear ®.’’'formation moflfi- 
ngWity of ChrirtiMitj. of^ th^ r^“*‘ artmcial 

Wa^bian, ‘i'eir eppJtian^ 

praotjweofLjIaai, the woH^hjAnf ^ enperfoitl 

anfl gave eap^^rfoa to tl,e^!^w 

wa« Mt neceflflftrijy the Im.i ^ ^^^ophet 

•»rU, .in,u,.t.;i ■” '»«.«toibb, 

-- b.., b, to. S™**" ■>» »"« b. 

toe ^ 
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moTciDKDt wtilc the oppwition vaa led by MftuM P^l 
Hnq »ti wDiDeHt wlioliT of tbo tlmB wid it o)mc friend 
ofGliftUb. Gbalib. too, wrote, at the reqocit of bla 
friend, A piece ageinHt Wahabiinm altiiotigb pETSoaally he 
Appears to have been faTOurablj incUned to it. 

The oitv also witneased anothur eontmrBrBjr about the 
need for the repittcement of the claaiical nyatam of edu¬ 
cation by lha Britlah iiyetcm. It further feund to the 
dismay of sDiae a grAdual decline in the aee of the Peroien 
Lutguege and its rapid replniwJBent by Urdu with the 
advetit of the Britifib teglniB in Delhi in ISIS, whiah year 
aliK> anw the publication of on Urdu edition of the Holy 
Quoron by Sluvb RnfinddiiL Shtib Rnfiuddin wne the 
eon of Shah Wall Ulbb who in mt A J3. had brought 
out A Peteian oditioa of the Holy Book, Shah Abdul 
Ania , ncothcr ocninetit rrligiooB achular of the ego 
openly oame out with a *Fotwa* lu faTonr of the now 
ayatetn of education introduced in the Govmuneiif 
aehoola nm on western lines. 

Ghelih thus found Delhi jitilmting with urw intclloc- 
iual and eotial activity. Many on inspiring ptrsonallty 
graced the acene. Among the i«wla there wore Shah 
Naair, Zauq, and Momin; amotig the BchoUra, Shah Abdul 
Aaii.Sheh lamail nndSyed Ahmed Brelvi; among the 
men of medical acieiico HafciDi Ahaan UJIah miADg Hakim 
Mahmud Khan and Hakim Kaaa Khan and there was 
also the omincot critic and poet Mustafa Khan Shaifta, 
Beaides these there were the new British admimatmtora 
with whom Ghallb came in contact on account of his 
mlatioaB with Nawab Ahmed Baluh and also because 
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bh f4ther.id.|nw. AH tti, bound to 
^haJ.b in moit tlnm .,no w.y. It mm™lly contfibnted 
to early uwturity in tbo apbcm of litoratiiri-. 

Bat p^-rbaps the oio^t po,vorf,il inAuunw on Ghitlib'a 
™rly bJfe iras «erd«d by hi, fathorvin-lau. JJim Eahi 
Mtoroof, on^ of the moat outatandmg poet, of tf,o 
imd alao a trclt-tiiown niyrtie. Myrtiriam at fir,i 
apical for Gh^lib and drow hi, wy comment, 
good for oomposmg vorae' hut he soon fcit atnwn to- 

«d Jd^'t ^1’*'treated GhaUb with We 

and ^deatendjiig and helped him n f^rm hi, rather ilj- 
habits. Although for qaite eoma yeaie Ghabb 

ruJri'orT"*v^ u- a--"™!. 

^ ehaes. In tea, tIoo and woiuen. wo find him 

makmga dotoroiinwt bidtooaartiao reatnnnt and mo^ 
i-bM. Kot,.l of D4bi d .0 bolprf tuo 

ho praLtic^ly gav, up connertiona with women of jJl 

repute and even in reaj»ot of 

adopt^l as hia ^ido the niaiim of Omar Khayam that 

time, partWiar, inpri- 

jate, ^ not m public.’ Atfconiintf to Half Ghafih'- 

by Ghnljb'e lottor, or hi# poetid ^orka Bnt 

«j«oboiib o'Lo .o „irlL 

□fit ho ^^Udy made a heroic effort to give an o^ 

quantity from hm itaadpomt, although ilmayappear 
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to be imilher moderAte acir pfoiicr to people todej, 

Apurt from iiifiaencnig hb Ufe in these epberas, his 
fflthej4ti-lew ottd frkode, partkiilnrly hlaulana FaMJ 
Haq nad MirtA Khmii KotTrai. were InfftntmenUl in 
making GliaUb nbatidon bia bigHy PernaniBed mid 
artidcinl i«tyle of poetry, Hw tritiw also had a Imnd m 
the rb&nge. The Jidwetet, could not hare effected 

any change in him, if his fri^da whoao opiniaa he rained 
liighJy had oUo not thrown Ibeir weight behind them. 
Fof^ he never hemtat^d to refer to critiiM m firele, bet 
eoraidered hid fi-jenda aa in&stcm of the art. 

Ghivlib probably had the first shock of his life at 
nomr poetical ayrnpoainm in I>elhi where he recited hia 
verse. Pi>Btical Byrnpoflimiie w'ete the rage of the day. 
Two BympasiiunB were held at the Red Fort nndrr the 
anspicea of tins Erapercir every mouth and at leael one 
at Anglo-Ambio Oollogej also known aa Ihdhi College^ 
Bosidea thcsi;, innoy were held tn piivato bomei. As 
Aon-in-kw of a poet of eminence he waa invited to 
pruetacally all of them. And highly egoiatkal as be was, 
with a deep resonant voIm and charming personality, 
be attended and participiAled in them in the hope of 
carrying the audJence off its feet* but at a mlD found a 
cold and diaoouraging reaponae. At firat ibere wefe 
murmura of disapproval, soon they open 

criticism and then ridiculo- The verae» it was aaidp wna 
without m^ niTig and nnintelligihle* To which Gbalib 
at first retorted :— 

“T dfsalre no praise, 1 wkh no award for mcp 
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If my WMo be witboot meaning, well, « Jat it be". 

He had oncatmtered alujp oritidsm at Agin pIm. 
But Agfa did not have poeta of *uch renown and 
eminnncB. la amiwer to people a CTUdfliaio pt Agia 
Ghaljb bad mmpoMd p qaptrain whirfi eodd be pur*. 
phiMed u aufili. "Ob my bairt my veran u diffleult, Tbe 
fool# cm bepring it recommenfl to me to adopt pq easy 
rtyle. It II difficult for me to auy tomeibjng and difflouH 
for me imt to my anyibing." But h« wiw fur too Int^-lli- 
gent to hradu-t tmch rmiiitot poeta a# bi# own fptber-m. 
low and Bclujlare a# FaipJ Hnq wjtb pereom. beTe&rtred to 

as foobi m Agr*. It gradually daimed on him that there 

was s^Btoing wrung with bi# style. And tbo moment 
bo reabeed that b# spared no effort to eoirect and reform 
TJie word ■■fool" in hi* quatrain rempowd at 
Agia was replaced by the miutor# of vers#' He also 
oxainli®! hi# eurUer wreo and made sereral dianKe# 

I ^ eompowd nearly d/JGO line# 

Az ^ twenty-five. Many of these be 

d^e^ed later a# unfit for publication in bit Diwan-E- 
Qhabb which be prepared for pnbUcafcitm in 1637 and 
which wp# Rcttmlly piibliuhed ui 1841, He cbanimd 

followed 

wrly ebildlinod to that of t^rfl and ZBhnrt. md eadea- 
Toot^ to put content and meaning tn hi# ver» in a# 

hk lino. reBeot more of art and fo## of and 

to embrace and encompaas an ever-widening sphere 


But there waa on# upoot of QbaLb'e life *bich 
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underwent do chELugc. It wrm bijii per^nnl modes of 
^ EJsfld to a lifp of case and liixury from hm early 

ohifdiiood, Ohalli» BndeiLvourfld almost lo the very end of 
hi« life to in a etylo royal. With blue blood in bill 
voina^ ha canid not bot give Brat plncB to honour Eiiui 
dignify in bis llfo and contomptnonidy look down npon 
DOodfl of ee-onomy# 

Ami tins miHLaken notion of honDur and dignity 
made him lire n Ufa borderiiag on oKtravaganor and onuBod 
him to bp aloeped in debt, GbfUih whb alwnjB parti* 
ciitor about tis droBS. food^ house, nod fnmituro. He 
took cam to Beonra n bonoo with separate cntraopca for 
maloB and females, af ho conid not get two flcpELratB 
BdjoLOLQg haoBca^ fitniiebed it ob woJL oa bo conld and 
engaged an an arerngo four to ton the bonoc 

and look after tbo needs of hifi people. Ko wni nlwayfl 
olegantly dressed bedMing a Miighiil nohlB, liia attino 
Domprioing pyjamas^ long-gleored abirt with a mu&EIn rap 
on hiH bead in mmoiLir and wiiollfln rtlolibing of ibo eamo 
type with tbo addition of an mchkan and fcir-oap in wiiiior^ 
Ho would Toroly moTo ont except in a planqtilo and woiild 
carry a iticli with rtnmiiled top^ Sometimn hi^ wouJd also 
tie a Bilkcn kaiiEBccrdliler folded like a trlangLo round bit 
noc'k with the two corner^ in ftont and tbe apex at the 
back. He was eieen-BbaYon with Long hair in bia jontb 
but inmed the other way round in later years. 

In mat tern of diet Ghoilb WHut after quality latbcf 
than quantity^ His day would begin with a glou of almond 
•ymp. There would be an hreakfaak He would bare cinly 
one meal a day which was bis lunch at noon. The Itmcb 
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oODiisted of cmo poimd muttoo-cuiy and bn?nd. He 

was Tiorj fond of niMt, chickwi. und partridgw. 

He acldom Went without HHitton fur IldoIi nJtfaouflli he 

loved pnlBca added to mutton-cnry. In the aftrrnoun 
he woiiW have froit, amang which ho tad a gpcdal 
weakneoa for loajigwt, Theae he could cgiMtimc wiihoui 
DUinbor and even in hla old age wc find him ajj 

or Boven large-Hued or ten or twelve nieditim-siio 
mangoes. With aujiBet. and tho MoJInh’s Aiwin. Inal 
cat! for prayer, would begin hia eoesian with whot he Inved 
moat, wine, During the day ho woald also have liii 
api«nntment with lady Nicotiiw. Thim, being no dga- 
rottoft in thoBo day® Habbte-bubble Was the only 
meditttn of approaoh. He wnnld have a few puffs at il 
any tunc he liked. He, however, never liked chnwing 
pan-betel-leaf, ^ 


Evening was tho mwt important part of Ghallh’i 
day. Early in lift he had uofii«l hour# fur drinking 
He wonld have it anytime of the day or night. Bui 
after aettlmg down at a man of the world ha filed 
evening a. h« time for drinking. And that was alao 
tno toe for compoairig verse. He had a weaknew 
for French wme and mentinna Old Tom and Coatellen 
a* hia fovottritis hranda. Ho would conaume on an 

^ Bearing in 

aund the ftot ihnt Frondi wine sold at Ra 25 to Rb. 30 

(ttea ihia would make hia average consumption of 

T ^ ^ ineidentallv also 

makes it d^™U for one to rcconoilo himself to the view 

«pr^ by Manlana Hali, Ghalih's earliest biogTapher 
that the quantity conjumed by him was not much. 
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Here ifl an eys-witncn acccunt of Ohalib'B taking 
annp and ctiinposidg wne. Tim writer i* Mlteb IJoIkL 
Haasan Klian Blmdor Kliyar, a Daiiain of Aiif, adopted 
by Ghalib aa bis boh. 

"KuiJn Bofogab (Ghalib'a seinfantt wonld a 

glnsH-t iunbler ond poor four ounrtfl of wine in it *iid 
place it bcflido Ghalib. The glass would bo aoTcred 
with a wot piece of cloth dipped in ice-water which 
would drip thiooph it. After the eveiuiig draaii—ibe 
priest’s call to the faithful to gather for evening pnij-cr— 
Ghnllb would remove the cloth and begin drinking. 
Ho would have one plate nf salted almonds fried in 
ghee—purified butter—to band. He would have fcinr 
almond and n sip. He would tooipose a piece, ertua it out 
and write itnothcr. and so on. I have seen this happen with 
my awn oyea*^. Anotlier contemporary, llir Afs&l Ali alias 
Mi ran Sahib, writes that Ghalib would add essence of 
toees to the wdne and tuko it at night either alone or in 
company of Mir Majruh and bimself (Mir Alxal}. He would 
then take a thonsand vows never again to eonnnit the 
sin. His adding cssensp of rcoes to ihc wine is menti¬ 
oned by other writers also. Manlati# Holi, hnwercr, 
dilToTs from Khyar in Gbalib’i mode of compMitig verse. 
Acconlina to Hali. Ghalib would compow verse w hOs 
taking wine but would not reduce it to writing at the 
tiynB , He would instead tie a knot in his bondkerchisf 
or Bomo other picee of cloth and then write it out from 
memory in the mormng. Hali #Jso supports the aectumt 
ofOhallb adding rose*wotw to bis wine. This may have 
softened the cITeet but then the quantity cotmumed by 
Ghalib was so mnch that it could not have left him 
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aaintakicated. Thore, however, wna nover ui un- 
fortiuute iijcideiit in his hibaruiiig out. of hh intoxiMtioni 
Ha WAS Qovor invotvod in a hrAwI tr qiiairel aj! a 
dmnJuLrd, 


The fioet had a wide cirelo of tlends. IiiciLded 
amting ihese wfte princoa royal, renowneil poets and 
Mholara nod high ofliiflftla. He waa a iticklisr for fcitm 
and etlqaette. He wonTtl never fail to rtdaiii a visit 
A dignitary hat. would never Dull on 0 ^ miiiivlted. 

Ho nUo loved writing and rtwiving Jetten. Hia irttn* 
^itten during this period wtire invurlshly in Peniao 
He hud acuitetant dread of hie lei ten being misplaced 
and adviaed hia friends to poet lattera to him nnatatnped 
to avoid there going astray aod would do that himself. 

0 believed it was better to pay oao anna and got a 
ettor than to pay liaif-a«^nna and loio It. WithJde 
friendB he loved to join in eaniea of chess and cards 
Which later hrougfat him in trouhle with the Inw- 


:^ding was miotJior possiDn irjth Qhalib, next only 
to his lore for wins. He 1 , vonwiona reader, but 
would never boy a book. He would tats the books ho 
wanted e thor on him or borrow them from Ws friends. 
He would not even keep tha books sent to him free as 

fipiend* Boo^, Ohabb believed, were meant to bo read 
smd not stored. Tim reader should moke a mental note of 

It ^the work to «,me(mo 
who might be lotareatod in it. 
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Chapter Ilf 
GhAlibis EarFf Verse 


D EFOBE OLallh moved to Ikilhi, a Wend of Ilia fatbet^ 
K&wab Hnssflin-Ud-dio TJnlder Khan BabadDr, 


took pome of hia pieeefl of Urdu verae to Mir Taqqi Jfirp 
tbfi most renowned poet of the tirniii m Lnoknow for his 


eomments. The great poet siid^ *'1F the' lioj gets on ahlo 


guide, he wUJ become unique and a poot in tomporabls 
to sny» else he WDtdd compois non-aense.” 


Ghalib begdh eompewing Urdu verse ftt the eight 

DT nine nnd Peraiiiii foeso at the ago of ten or clovon. 
He called binwlf n miLater of Bekkta, a FersUn word 
literally masning pnnred but in Indio Bignlfylog om Hne 
io Feralan and the other in Urdu. Urdn itself is a 
Turkish word tneaning army or ciimp and th-o English 
word horde bears eloaa oonneetion with it. The Mi^gbul 
army statbiied in Delhi rrom IW onwards was knowD ns 
Urdu-i-Mu'illab—the Great Camp. Amir Khusro. one of 
the aarhest composem of Urdu vrnse enTisaged Urdu as 
harmonizing Hindi words with Ftoramn melodi^^ 
Qhalib held Amir Khnsro in high esteem bot did no| 
follow his simple and direct style of poetry. Instead he 
chose Beydil and Nasikli for his modeh hijth known for 
the anifleiality of tbcir approach towards the probloms of 
life ai alio for their highly involred and diOl^ult literary 


Cfialib—The Man f{[j Verse 


Urdu Tcree {n northern India ia anjii to havo coma 
into being atnuiid 1723 and exhibited a wholly mi-lndiAQ 
character both in its approndi and conatriKiiDn almost 
upto the time of Ghslib, too nmeb use of Piomian words 
and eimilies, and dcbagetl fonn of erotic sentiment being 
itB most mTt^.andiiig eliapncterifiticfl. The prineipal forms 
of Urdu poetiy were: the Obazal, Qasida. Marsiya, 
Tsxkira snd aijimuivt. These sontiniie to be the princi^ 
forms of Urdu veree even today, althoogh the twentieth 
century has added to them the hlanlr Terse, sjid pnoms 
snd song# of political ijatnro also, Urdu meter depends on 
quantity and not on accent as in soTeral western langna- 
As compared to Oreck and Latin it has fendnes* 
ot ong syDablpHa Amongst tho ooiomotuMt foimd 

in tJrdn Tcme are : V—— —. ^ —^__ _ 

, -w — and 


Ghacal la an Arabic word nicanuig talking to nr 
about women. In Arabic poetry GharaJ fonM part of 
a^Qoiida, the flrrt ten or twelve couplets of a Qasida 
being called a Ohasal. From Arabic poetry Ohanal fonnd 
^ way into the IVrsian lilerattirc and fmtn 
^rsian mto Urdu, Early Urdu Gbaxals are fonnd to 
be strictly modfJicd after tliosc In Fenfian. In fact 
many an early Urdu Ohsial is nothing htit a litenuy 
tr^latmoofaChajal in Fcmjm, rhe pioneer in the 
field rf Urdu Terse, Amir Kbnaro. who rhaiaeterired Urdn 
as a moBcal term aignifying barmomotts synthcBis be* 
tT^n Hindi w^ and Persian melodies”, wrote Ghaxide 
wth the first Imc in Poniian and the other in Hindi and 
the style was foUowed after bim by sereral pacts. lo 
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Ckalfb*! Earlp tVrtfp 

OhflUb'fl enriy UTdu verM ftlfo we find b nmrk^ tend<Mipy 
tipwardn tbis etyle of writing—^known m lln® 

of ft rouplet being notbing but a. bne? in Feribuii With 
the pftE&ftge of cnne the wopa of Ghaza] wideoed aod it 
begELa to doftl with HubjectE other thafi love, Ghidib helped 
acoelerato the pOree in tUia regard. But an DTerwtiel‘ 
ming majority of Ghazala of cFen tcftlay hoa We as the 
main thertso and women &a the main lubject. 

Strictly epealcmg Ghazal ia not a piwini It lucki 
unJty and bcrmoiay in ita parts. In fact it has no organic 
fnmi of its own. It dnmprisea independent distkbea or 
veraci^ Uanatly eiwli eotiplet of a GhftEftl ia eciniplete in it* 
epLf althongh at timea it may be ewnnec ted with other eou- 
pletft througli n continuity of thought and emotioTL Ae a 
rule the gencfal connection between one wuplet of ft 
Ghazal and another ia the Bound of the last word or words 
that ie to aay a comintin rhyme which at beat hfta ft muftb 
enJ Tfthie. The cfttiTftft available t-o * Ghaial writer i# ra* 
iher narrow and limited^ A flash, a atrrke of pen, a cSeref 
and dcacteroui oDiiihiiiBtifjn of words and tberdn may end 
&11 the mtrioacies of the art of Ghrizal writing. But not 
so the eraftBinanHhip in the coie of o 'Qas;ida", '‘ManijV cr 
a Bon? the field ia much bfr^adcr and the Imftgb 

nation and emotion ninrh more fmstaliied which natufftlly 
ratll for greater EkiU and art. A 'QaBldn^ la a kind of-an 
ode. It is ofien a panegyric qn ft benefartiir nltboiigh 
it nmy Bometitnenaseuine the form of a pciem dooliog with 
an important erent. It generally comprirei twenttfi^s 
oouplets hnt may run to the length of one hundred and 
«vcnty. The normal length of a Gha^caJ la ten to twenty^ 
four lines. Bni while the length of the twno rants so much 
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■Hij.' tanl. 

'MHsiya* CBanii an ekgy. EarJj Mnrsj™ written 

"“'fy ttlwavi written 

abonme.,«th of Hn»ain and 

pother man of emitenoe. A 'Maraiya'k OBnalJv a 

JTlhi '‘"d Jly 

gthofaQuidft according tg the mood Df llw 

P.w ^ t aathology of poetry 

The feat of them ere good only in biogniphical detai: 

Xn thJ: *^^“**7 ■‘Potion 

^ctn of t™::r t^r' 

cnraota from the poefa of ibo time eovered. 

£ ir*' 

eirra«» ta ib^ ?,’■''' “«>• tf aWlectma 

cn^rJl™ 
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by mysti £ 10111 + rciRifttiticJEttS AlDnc cliiniEd ninjot^ paft of 
Gholib'a attenUon and effort , The limited pan™ aTail- 
able to a Gbfim] writer atidod to bis diffiimlliiea aivd pre- 
diemnent. He waa abEeswd n iUl ft deaire to be Cidginml 
but tbe pecullnnlics of Ibo iwt of Ghftzftl writm^^^empU' 
L>ue FLdlicrenoe to preacribed iceton and code of ooftTani' 
tiooftl tyuibolB and figurfiE of speech dogged free ejsprei* 
eJod of Ilia einotioilii The difficnlticit cncouotETEd made 
Ghalib orotve a new approach and atyle^ Ho njETBf 
nm ecmnter to the preacribed tnetef but hts quite often 
deded preacribed diotion* It was periiftpi tiiii mcubo of 
aadaperatioo with the narrowneae of field proTidod by 
a Gbazal that made him declare once that the beat of him 
WAH to be found lU bio QaHkIaa and not in Ghftitals. But 
his early Urdu \erae hoa littto of QaaidoSj; and e^en in reo- 
pcct of Qosidoa composed by him in later part cf hifl life 
for renaons mainly mercenary bia sutement ui true only in 
HD far as his art la concerned. Thets ii no doubt about the 
beat of Ohalib*# poetry being In Iue Gluixalir 

Beaidefi Boydtl* Nftsllrh waa another of Ghalib'i 
favourite model juifiie. Nssikb was very oareful abgnt 
the n&e of gEuder and had an extreme fondne&i for Femiaa 
and Arabio words. Tndwl he imtdo every possible efbrt 
to avoid the iib* of Hindi words in his wnrk^ Simplicity 
Shd sinught-forwaidnous were sc^methinB alien to liis 
poetry. His influence ia probably rwponaible for aimjkr 
dofeeta in Ghalib^s early vor^o. Another reftson ap|ieaiis 
to be Ghalib^ft own love for empk^}ing tho field of Urdu 
vorae: as a leRiJotioa of his verse in Forsiam GhoUb 
prided bimself on Ida Femian verae* It was, however^ 
bis Urdu verse which ulttmatelj won for him ■ utuqus 
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ptivce of honoGT In the hMoty of rndLati literature^ 

^Afiad wAi fchfl: plume adopted by bi if i! in euly 

yean of bla poelry Fhich period eoneJudea witli the yoar 
1818^—at tjio fige of 21 1 aJtJjoiigh lie ua&i it at titaea even 
in later years, and we find Ghalili used hy him tn sotcn 
of luH GhazLfiia of thia periods But on the whole in early 
years he uacd Qiialib aa his 'Talthallafl' —nem de plume^ 
castomary to be uaed in the last bat ofie line of the pieoep 
only in Fetsian poetry and Asad in Urdu, while In later 
yean he dropped the use of Asad as be fotind Bame other 
poet of litdfi merit and repate usiag the aame blb hie nom 
deplume. 

These defeeta notwithatandjiig there ts eTidcDoe of hli 
gcuiua eren in eoTeral of hts eM' 13 '' pioeca. Some of his 
Gha^ala also ham a rema^abl^? sbupliGity of liLbguage 
and diraetncsa of approach ^the outstanding chararteH^ 
atira of Ghalih'ii poetry in liia matuie year*. The field 
eomred iu also quite extensim. For iiuitance hero le an 
Ozuar Khayam touch ] 

As the cup of wine to her lipa she drew, 

Eiieh drop of wine stood ns on grass the dew; 
Stunned with her beauty, sputying like a pearl, 
Each drop ia the cup itself into a necklace did 

hnrir 

And from this to i 

Whnt tortarufl now with her to trust 
My love, that eoeh time she must 
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At arts in mch saddm mg« 

ETen Tphea bK© benii my rival 

And here ii an unuatHil dread of a lover even In death 
expressefi in Qwa way i 

•'Ohalib I dread le«t I niay in death with life breathe 
Eor ebe wotild etaod by my graro with linger 

betwixt her teeth '* 

There are nluo the uamil bemoaniDge and wailiuga of 
a lover. Love is invariably cxnei and the lover om with 
a tender heart, who fans nothing bqt woe tn fall bit wav. 
Here far iuEtancsp : 

*‘My heart alone doth tnow 
The deep wound thou hnat ft giten i 
That the man who did e¥er laugh, 

Kaw to imondusg tears ii drivEU. ” 

OF 

mo! my eightn ari' bimi only me in bum 
Their aparks to none elee^a house do ev^cr turn- 


From hvtn he ohangeei into a mood of praytF and says I 


**lt doe* not the Queens of beauty behove 
To be cruel to thoee who are in love^*. 

And when deaperate he burets into wailing : 

*•1 wotild eeck A cure if there w^m pnin in my hearti. 
But what to do when the heart be it«lf imart» 
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•* 

"I know full well how to pr^y^ 

Bat YOU DO¥«T h-e^Tf wk&t i^hen. to say f ** 

Bat roDUUiticiaiD alono dom not cncN^iDpaBa tho Geld 
of Qhmiib's Tezae fiTeii In these early years* There Of e 
oparte of mystic Jem also. And from the realisation of 
seeming fatility orhamuL eRbrt. fatility of life* and 
man’s unknown destiny^ Gholib triea to achieve a wtamurt 
□f equanimity. He appears to ind joy In conientcdne&t. 
Says he : 

”If thou be sure of God thy prayer to grant. 

Then ask for naught hat a heart withoat a want*^ 

And 

"Both these worlds form hot eurtlng lips of despair 

And hope hut a hooiw of land that a chDd does 

prepare^* 

Asad Ua jgiwt are one^a own jAulta lo find 

That helps you diacDver and master yoar miod** 

'^Yesterday I found Aaad huddled far down m 

the Tavern's nook 

With bead on his knees, hands on hJs head 
and 4 heart that no joy did brnot” 

Ok God cftll me nut ffir my sfjn to aeeotuit 

For the beart^htima of desires unfuimied I do 

recount* 
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But sucb pLe<}e« bomtitntcd only few of \h^ i^soepiiuEB 
to tho genentl treml of LLh eotly vem- They only indi¬ 
cated to warld hli tiEiniEndDua |!io1>ctitiidiiiei iind 
IfLt^t capftbiUtiefl whkh drew from Mir Taqqi Mir tho 
cDminctit mcutiQiicd in tho opening pnra of ibi* dnkptftr* 
For mcMi part wn find him engaged in a gnifie of wordf^ 
iinoanoJ nitniles, and far-fctched IdeaB. Ho ttppoarfl to 
dud plBoattfc in becoming more linintclHgElile, tnji$l4dciDg 
it for a tdbtiin to hh extraordiniiry intellEgenoo end a 
refioeticsi on tlje critic- Fortunately llnB tnuod does oot 
Kum to pofEiat with him for Joag, Soon ofter his 
ahlfting to Del hi, he etwee under a new icdliienoe, and 
hiQ geniiii^ begins to fiLape ojong right linns. 

Writing years later Ghalib Boid:—*'l wrote Urdu verieo 
from the ago of fifteen to the age of twentyfirc with inteb 
Icctual themes. I liad quite a huge Di\vEiii--coQeotion—to 
my croditp I reciaed it, discarded aeTind pieccB, and Jeft 
■ few only aa an aiamplc (of oarlj rerao)'\ 

Ho also meoliopa the oLiirecting mflncnco on his lifn 
of the wcirki of Zahurl. Hrfi, Kitari^ Shytnli and Tnlib, 
But more than thote waa I ho iwnceting infinenee 
exerdaed by his friondi Matilvi‘Faiol Buq, Mir KLani 
Kotwal and hui own fnther-iadflw.. That however, 
would have Ijctm of little avaiU IfGhalib himself were 
not mclinod to change bia trend. As it bappons ChaLib 
never accepted anyone na hta Uitad—teadter—in 
Urdn or Peraiaii verM as is cuatotnary wilb poota in 
the East, Nor did be wrii^ in the usual way of the 
poots^ with wnrkfl of otlier poets as model before them- 
Ho bad arpnality of apjiroacb and was usually his own 
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teiirhcrp guide and <iritic+ Ghalib Jtpppara ta hnm aban- 
doned thf old Etyle by the agp of twcnty^one and 
adopted the line recotnmendfd by bis Bnt 

nothing be etated idtli oeTtnJaty aboot the ynai® 

of compoeUiDn of his yariotia piece# in Diwac-E GImJIb-* 
eollcetian cF hi# woTkh Not La there a detailed eeiiord of 
hi# early verae. There IS| howererp a liBefyl book-Hhara- 
i-KAlam-E-Ohnlib-^by SlanlTi Adbnl Bari AWf with 
mterptfetatiDna of hie linec coinposed daring thi# period 
and liiacardcd by Gbalib In later jfiarB. MaulTi Aai 
logarda even tbia work qf Ghnlib a# grent and meriting 
Borio iia alrudj^ But t he pieeea Inelnded therein bear out 
the oritics contention that Ghalib*# early generally 
lacks breadth of viaioii p depth of thought and maslery 
of ei:ptTEsimi and most of the piecfei are but what Ghalib 
hioiself described as the 'mountain Labouring and produ¬ 
cing a mouse.” 

The development ofGballb^s genius ih^om hiS early 
years pnividca an interesting study. From purely 
intclieclnal theme# e^pr^sBcd in a dlfhciilt style with 
nniiaiiELl and far-feiohnd aimlle#, Gbalib alnwly tnrELH 
towrard# tbn problenii of life and beginEi to express pro- 
fonnii thcmgbt. in aimple language injitead of putting 
Eimple Idea# in dif^cuJt Langnagc as he did before. He 
constaDtly revj Red add ituproved on hie own work. 
^ExwWof* was bia guiding idollvB and spirit in life^ 
That wa# responsible for hli emerging, with the fiiUest 
devdopment of his genius, a# a poet combining in bim 
the pbdosophjcal ontliKik of Goethe, gay abandon of 
Omar Kbyom and revnlutionoiy spirit of Shelley. Besides 
bo also emergoa at plaoea bitter as Tboinoi peBsimLatie 


Chatib^s Sar}y Verse 

u Eurepedei, <7ti5c«l am Bjroii, dlflilliiJUfJiicd as fiwiji- 
bume and bopeftilly rwiigned ns Tennyeon* The traiver- 
ftoJity of Ms ^ork inmioTt&llfiefl hiio iLod gives appeal 
add popM&rity to hia poetry among pooplo of all types. 
He life from so many angles, and tbroiigli glaei$e« 

of ao many iMjJoim that it flnahln people who cau tindef* 
Btond Mm to derlvo'^ooniolatioii, solace* euthnaiafim or 
delight from his work aeccrdiog to theinndli^ldual measiue 
or nmL 
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Chitpftr iV 
The Trip Td CilCQtti 

^ROt^ND yew iB25 Gitailb found hitne^elf in d^ep 

fincLiK^iAl HEb extraragant living had ettnaed 

hke to bo fliersjifld in rfrbt, Thati tame his fAtfaFr-in-hiw'B 
de^ath^ And as if to bear out the TnAxiin that trt.>iil 9 led 
never come alone^ bij yotingEr brnth^ri yoBaf, 

turned tnad around the ^Hine perifad und Kawab AJiined 
Bakfib retired Int o B«eluaion leaTing hi a elder sort, 
Naw*b Sbamiuddin Alinted Kiian incharge of the Feroae* 

Pur Jhirka jogir f^^Il^ vphere Qhnlib anti liij brotber 
used to receive their annual aJIcwance fixed by J^ord Luke 
in 180«* The new Nawab had none too pleaaiuit irla- 
fcions with Ghalib, and that gave tise to apprebcnsloiiA in 
Ghalib'i mJnd^ in regard to the veiy eontfniumee of the 
ailnveuic?. Further, Nawab Ahreed Bakulina rptirement 
meant itojrpDge of additjonal remtttauceA, Ghulib got frotn 
time to time. 

Not Only tbatp While hw- liabilities inarcaaed his souroea ^ 
dried np* The mancy-londera, previously m mdnlgetii 
to him beeauae of hia high ooniieetiQiijf irore nuw on their 
guard. S^^roo cfEditura in fact plagued him with demanda^ 
for cariy pajtnent of their loamu The changeover at tho 
Ferozo-Pur Jbirka and waji rtisp tiniiible for thnir ohangod 
attitude^ Ghaiib too realised that toana could be 
taken against iiome pnrety aiona. He bad no landed 





The Trip To Cofnif fa 

property to pk-dge. But he bud for yraim nursed n notion 
that I lie allowanoo fixi’cl for bun arid bla other rebitlDiw 
in ISOU was not being fnllj paid la him. He bolfcrod 

that the nnnount fixed wae Rs. 10,00(1 nnd tbnt KhwaiB. 
Hfljl wflB not entitled to anything out of It and e«ii if 
Some payment wn» to made to him, it would and 
Mb death. Ae, howeTWj after Kiiwaja Haji’fl death in 
1820 bit sharo was tranaferred to hii son*, Ghniib eon* 
fiidered it aa an act of gross injuBliee to liim aud tlionght 
that he oouJd njav* the higher authoritios and get hit 
rightful duo beginning with the year 1806; That would, 
according to hla eatiJBnte fotth him an aggregate sum of 
Bs. l,6ft,<KH>. And that would also proindo anfficienl 
seeuRty for him to take loans from oertain quarUiu, 

A word about Khwaia Haji. Ho was one of Hurt 
offioem of the caTairy nnit of 400 commanded by Ghalih’* 
uncle. Naarullah Beg Khan. According to one Boncoe 
Kbwaja Haji'e father wna the son of Qhalib'fl giual- 
grand-fatliox. GbaJib, however, einphatically denies the 
connection and says that Khwaja Haji‘a father won nnly 

a nais of his grand -father. Qoqan Beg Kliajn But Khwsja 
was married to the daughter of Mina Jiwan Beg to 
whose SDU. Akbar Bog. was married the older deter of 
Ghatib. Chholi Khsnim. Even thin made him but a dis¬ 
tant relatimi and in no way entitled to reedve Bs. 2.009 
out of Bs.fi,000 eannaried for the upk(>cp and main¬ 
tenance of Ghalib's nnole, Kasrulla Beg Khan. 

Ofaalib had kept his peace bo long for a Tariety of 
fwwona. He had icgards for Nawnb Ahmed Bafcsh Khan. 
Moreover, Ba. 7fi0 wuiB not all ho got &oin tho Nawab. 
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Gifta Aod TFinittanDcs froni Ibe XAvriib EomotimoB 
cxwedcd the uiQiini nllovnncs suil hc flliso' DficitsiijiiiUly 
LcJpM] him to ^ot Aomothidg frutn the Rnja of Alwar ld 
odditJou, tbtOB war hia awn fAtli£r~ia-ljifl' And 

wv^^dI wMjtby fAtnuij, Bat it ^tih dJfTcrcnt with 
fihittDfluddiii Khan. Qhalib was cloiiely usaociated with 
&haii]jiEi]drfiii Ahmad Khan’s sti'p^brothers—Aminuddin 
Ahmad Khan and Ziauddin AliHiatl Khan w ho were giren 
the iHihani jogir ociardmg to the orrangtiinent made by 
Kawab Ahmed Baksh Kium in IfiStj. There being no 
loFo lost between the step-brothers. Nawnb Sbamseudditi 
WM the Inast Jflvmirably inclined to Gholib, and Giialib 
■Iso ooiulderDi] it beneath his dignity t« dance attendnnee 
on him for payment of his allowance. 

Tlio only way out was to Initiate htr|fation for rindi- 
oation of his aepposod rights. But Nawnh Ahmed Bahsb 
was etUJ alive and It was necessary to implead him oa a 
parly to any proceedings. This, Qhalib did not like and be 
was also adeiied by friends to approach him and endeor- 
Tour to negotiate an amicabla aeitleinent. Consequently, 
he iindertooh a trip to Feroxe-Pur Jhirka only to find the 
Kawab at Alwar. He etayed on to await hii return. Tlio 
Kawab, lioweecr. pleaded bis helplessness. He also tried 
to dispoaresB Glialib of the notlnn that Ra. 10,000 and 
not Rs. 5,000 hai'l been sanciioDed by Lord Lake for the 
dependeata of Nasrullah Beg Khan in ISOS, hnt all in 
rauL Gbalib retumcd to Belbi. with an added dotermi- 
natiun to secim justice fnr fatmsetf. and without ativ 
doobt about the rightcousneas of Uia course he waa to 
adopt—complaining against Nawab Ahmed Baksh and 
inTolTtng him in litigation. He set ahernt to ■'ri Tmpkto 

SO 
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for bw iowtmy ki CWcuttoi thi? puat 
of tbo British Indian Goveituaiunir nm by the Bmxd of 
Direttora of tho East Hodui Company Tfith Eeadt^wvrterH 
hi LondoD. 

Tt wflS Ip ho a long ftnd nrdnoias jcrnmey. To traverfiis 
les than ft thoiiBajid nislcs in India of tbrao days wtiu 
moro trottblwaine and trwrjk longnr tiiilfl tban it to 

go round tJio world twice- thcAo dnys. There were ao 
tralniip nor tan> aor flTcn a rcgTilar fierfioc of liackaey 
oarHagea over long dUtancea. One cither moved on fnot 
or on liorae-biiek. From Benarefl the jnufnsy to Calcattji. 
coold be performed by lioat olsoi going down the Biver 
Goagn- It howoTef* too nostly for GhnJih to resort 

to. Help thereforo^ had to pcrfoim the joimiEy cnoitly on 
horse bact- Ghalib by patara was aTcric to nadertoking 
long journeys and movccj out only w^hen he oonld not help 
lt« The trip to Cftlcutlft had no t:hnrm for him by itielT 
It was only the hope of straightening hia financial affairs 
that made him nadet^o the strain^ 

Ghalib seous to have loft Delhi for Calcutta via Knn- 
pnr and Lucknow tt>wards the end of July aaDom- 

ponied by three attendants. 5e had an lavitation fix^ia 
the Lilemteaift of Lucknow to visit the plate. GhalOi 
of 182B was totally different from the yotmgtnnn of iSltl 
about whom Mir Taqq;i had made the prppheciy of beotmi- 
tag a poet unique and incomporabk to any if provided 
the right guldanee oad taUdng rot if no b He had by aoW 
almoftt glvan up bis old involved* and difficult fona of 
oomposition and embarked upon blasting a new trail In 
the field of Urdu verse by uaiag Bimple st 3 de to convey 
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profcimd thoughts Hfi aIbo tad a. earlier 
n braf booklet on the art of coirospotidcnce m Ferfiian^ 
cmpliadfiDg the need for dlreot fnlk to the addrea^ In 
leltCT^ TTha© oBing language appropriflle to the statuB of 
the pemom eqncerned and showing due regards for him^ 
His Pimciimi Ghftlal—^'fiighH to take effect peed ao age : 
Who livci that long thy treEBei to embmcio^' hAd aIbo boeu 
eompOflpd fiotne time before* Tliij hod eatiied his fiimo 
to Spread to fairly diBlniit places nnd brought litm lovi- 
tatlous frotD jheji of litcraitire to Fisit them- He decided 
to utiijBc the opportunity provided now on aceoont of his 
Journey to Caleutta and moke a atop-ovor Jit Lucknow. 
A stop-over whirh iaated for noiiTly & ycar^rluveii 
moDthfl to lie caaet—cgthibiting the leintirely manner of 
hii living even whea preaaod by the ne^d for early Btriiigh' 
telling of hifl affairs I 

Lucknow waa known at the time for its patroiiago of 
art and Litfcraturc, Ghoziuddin Haider was the King of 
OiJdLh"”a title aaBumed by him at the inataacu of VVomeii 
Hastings, the Govemot-GenerEkl, to alight the King of 
OelhL Moatmud-l^ula ^yed Uohd. Kbaci—man who 
started his life aa cook was hb Deputy^ Both the King 
and hie Hicpnty hud some interust in iitcraturo and poetry 
and were known to patronise KaKikh* Byed Mohd. Khan 
conveyed through intermediaiias to Gholib that he wonJd 
he pbased to receive him and Gha!ib oJeo showed eagemess 
to moot bmj p'obably in the hope of being prciiecited to the 
King and getting suitable ffnAnoiat rewarei. The meetingp 
howcTofi never materialised. Gimtib wonted to be reodViud 
in honour by the Mir and exempted from the eustoizi 
of making presents to him. To thii the Agho. would not 
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agree. Tlw profe-pujaegyrio wtiioh Ohulib Lnd pteparod 
fur praiisntatioD to him wo® held tack by him ilpng with 
a Qtuiida. he had prepared for the King and these weiw 
preseated BOireii or eight years later in the Court of Oadh 
when Naainiddin Hydor Khan s.m«eded Ginaiud^n 
Hyder as the King and KostianoddatJa sucteed Agha Mir 
as the Deputy. Ths l^ng in appredaliim ordiatd 
Bs, 5,000 to be paid to the poet, but according to Xaailth, 
Gbalib did not got eron Bt<i pioa aa Rs. 3,000 we« mis¬ 
appropriated by Bofliianuddaula and Ra. 2,000 by an¬ 
other intermediary Munahi hlohd. Hussain. 

Althongh he did not succeed in gaining access to the 
Royal Court, Gholih was hopnnted by the poets of 
Lncknow by their arranging a special jwotical ayiape«itn“ 
for him. His rocitation of corse won spontanwjns and 
rousing ae&iainn Ho was also iiwiUsd by eanneut men 
of art and letters privately. Thuro ia no detailed awmmt 
of hi® stay and activities in Lucknow dnridg tho clrvcn 
months Im waa thero. It can. however, he safuly surmiaed 
that he would not iiave stayed on there so long had not 
he found the olmosphert to bo cotmoiital and cocoumg- 
iiig. Ho also ettmposed somo pbtea of Urdu veme in 
Lucknow ■in™ Urdu was a greater ravourite ftt the Bc^*iU 
Cfourt there than FerHion. Among tliEse U hia Ghazai 
wherein ho eaya "I do not know the reuw of my Tiait m 
Lucknow, I hare little daabts lor pleasure ond aightseting. 
In fact 1 do mot posaesB the strength to stand the atrein of 
joumeys. -And added to that is my grief boin out of 
leparatLOn from my bdovod fiionda at bomcr . That 
dearly shows his averaioJi to travclB, 
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Ghnlib left Lui^kuDw for Kiuipdr oq June 27, 1827 and 
rearltiMl there tlir«f da_yB tater. From Kitnpur lie weat 
gq to Banda tilipre Mjiuld Motd. Alt, n liigh (ifflfial 
with literary tuteB, plnyed host- to Lim although he hud 
no previooj acfiuaintuit'o trith him. Bere he fotuid himaelf 
trenti d with Iota, re«pi9i.<t and bonoof, lUauIvi Mohd. Ali 
ttlso gave hiin letten of intriKluetion to varfoufi high 
offidala In Calentlo. From Banda Gbalib aent a few 
Ghazala of his to atitne friend which arc iDcIuded in the 
mnrgiti uf hia manuacript of Biwan-E-ahalib. 

Fftmi Banda, Ohalib went on to Modn and from thtr« 
to Chill a Tara. He performe d the journey to AJInbahad 
by boat. He had pianned to atAV on at Allah abtid 
for aometijne bnt abaodoned the plan perhapa due to 
some unplMsant ineident. Mm nest atop now was 
Benares—the holy eity of templra aod ghats. He arrived 
here imlfsposed but eddd recovered hio health and rheef 
ful spirit aided by the pJenaaiit climate and atill more 
pleasing sights of the city. 

Ghalib found Benares, a dty after his heart. He was 
thrilled hy the glorious dawn by the River Ganga, 
captivated by enthanting beaulie*, and decjjly moved and 
tnspired by the nfchitcPtural derigq and artistir Lfe of 
Benares. The city was better by far than Itelhi. He'iaillfl 
it the very pamdise on earth and says iq * Idiet written 
forty years after his visit. "Had I come here in my 
youth, I would have settled down here for Hie rest of my 
life.” He wrote a few couplets in the city remembering 
his friends in Itelbi and praising Benares. He had no 
regrets now in life, saje lie, except for bis being forgottno 
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by his friends. And as for Bermres he Tfrites:—-Maj God 
from theeyileye” It « «nch 
py and cheer. Benares appears to he the only place 
In India wl.bh left such an indelible imiircssion on hto 
mini There are also hints of his having Inst a piwe of 
his heart to someone here. 


Fwm Benares to Calcntta the jonmcy aonld bfst te 
performed by the River Ganga. That was also QhsUb ■ 
plan. Bat the expense entailed was beyond his 
He had relufltantly to tafce to horse back again for whiob 
he ahows little love. Patna and Mnrshldabad a-MO the 
principal Okie# where be mado brief halU en ronif. 
Some diStanee waa covered m hRckney-carriagw 

jonmev finally reached its end on Febrnnry 20* ^ - 
when he found the city of Calcntta, the seat of the Indian 
Government, sprawl before him. This was the o y o 
last hope—laat hope to vindicato his right# and there y 
aecnre the lacanfi for a li& of honour and respect. 


There was little diffieulty in seouriiig ■ hoi^ tm 
in Calontl.ii. The houao belonged to Mina Ah Sau agar 
and fortord part of hia Havel! in Simla ^ 

Guru’s taat. Tlic houBe was cornmndiouji and weU venu^ 
lated with a rveet-water wcU in 

was also well fnrniahed and yet the monthly le^ chatgen 
was onlyBs. 10. EonseNo. 133 in Bethnoc Row nc^ 
the tank in ComwaUis Square marks the probable loc»- 

tbn of SJiudAgmr^i Hmrcli nuii the preieiit Unk ^ 

Onru'i tank. Simla Bar-sar was the n^e 

bazMT starting with Mans kiala street behind 

Church opposite ConiwalUa Square and gaing Northwanl 
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upto Boadoij flircrl. Tlic Basxar was tficre tilT tbe cwly 
SCarg r.niiD twcnketi oentury but ntjw til* ait* te covered 
by reaidentiBl buiidiEga, The well in Ohttlfb'fi CiJontI* 
ho^o now Hnuac Xo. 133 asthun,, Row wm filJed up 
and 00 ‘Ftred in 1035 , ^ 


^ b* rcprwentntion, Gbalib mado fire request*, first 
as the nmftuat decreed by Lord Lake in 1806 for the 
upkee p of his nnek’fl dependent* wag fie, 10,000 and not 
R*. a,000 per annum the game aionld he ordered to be 
p^dm future, with none ««pt th^ direct reUtiom. 

f *Uowun» should be separated from 

fi A transferred to the 

tmfaLT/t 

title and diak of honour be awarded to him, 

Gbalib liad been enoonraged in big efforlia bv the 
R«ident at Delhi. Sir Edward Colbreok, In Cal^ttaMo 
hn found the offirial attitude responsive and eo.oii«aiL' 

f w -ttidbononr and went to 

t 1 M token of hie 

iTT ■ Satretary. Mr. Andrew Sleriinr. exhi- 

warmth of steeling though in a aom^t 

^nto T;- -P *--taUon t“^! 

^ into Etrglieh and presented it to th* 

General-a CouneiJ. Tl.e CLiindl, however, felt that tha re- 

prereutabon sho^d first be made to the RealdeXi'jA; 

*ud then presentod to it along with the Reaideot'a report. 
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ri,wiiHiinpoBeiblefaT GhalSb to niidcrtfJte ^ iouraey 
back to Deilil anJ tbrn retnm to Co.!(!utta. He wfote 
to hie lawyer, Eirtt Lai, at Delhi to the 

tat ion to the EeaidcBt anti Bend it to CalcotU with hia 
report oa it. Months passed by before Sir Edward made 
favourable eotnntenU la his raport. Unforttmatciv, before 
the report reached Caliiutta. Sir Edward was dlFinaaed on 
ehorges of cofrtiptinn and his snectawr Fflioois Hawkins, 
who W6S on intimata terms with Jfawab ahaaisaddln, 
made another report, to Calcotts, bolding that Qbalib wa* 
entitled to rereive only what was being paid to him and 
nothing more, Nnwah Ahmed Batah had died inth* 
raeantirae, bat Eawab Shamasaddln had little diffitailty 
cm the strength of Lord Lake's second order of Jnne 7. 
1806 aUorirg the earlier order of May 4, l9tW, in oon^- 
rfng Ha wkias about the wimkneas of Ghaib's cow, 

Hawkins’ report gave u rude shock to Gbalib. It 
virtually pulled down his edifice t>f hope. Bnt Ghidib 
was not a man to give up struggle easily. Sloreover, he 
had absnhitely no knowledge of the amondod older of 
June 7, 1805, issued by L<itc1 Late. Ha co^idtred that 
ta be a piece of forgery. The abac non of signature# in 
English at the end of it, as was the etistom with all snob 
ducumcnta, strengthened him in his belit'f, The 
of the order were slso not to bo found either in l^lbi 
or at Cakntta. This he cited as a further factor mbing 
doubts as to the genuinenoas of the order* But the Adim- 
aistralion ro Calcutta could not go by Gbatib's w^d al^. 
The matter, he was tfdd, needed further probing, 
genuinenMs or otberwiae of the order could 
frem peraons cainoeled with its i*no. Sir John 
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Mnlcolni now t.Iii) Garernor of Bcmbuy wm Secrotoiy 
to Lord Lttkn 4,1 the time of inaoe of the order. The 
Calvatta nutkoritles Jntininted lo Ghidili their dedaian 
to refer the matter for vedflcation to Sir John thnwgh the 
Chief Becretary of the Bombay GoTemment. That natu¬ 
rally waatotaltE sometime, and finding all hope of im 
early aettlemenl gone, Ohalib decided to retain k> Delhi 
motivated lu tiks main by two aoneidarBtiozia^nrBtly to 
eut down hia imfruitfnl rajH^nse in Calcutta and aerondly 
to be in a position to infinenee tbe anthorlticB in Delhi 
tluDugh Doraraon friands to favour hie position. Aecor- 
dingty ho loft Galeutta after a stay of little mnro than 
oighteon months and reached Delhi on Kovomber 
1829 , 


Ghalib’e efforta ultimately ended in failure. Sir John 
Malcolm testified to the genuinencRo of the oidor in quea- 
tion. The Govenior-Oeneral in Ctound], thereupon, intima. 
ted his inabnity to accede to Ghalib'a request. The decision 
was made known to the poot on Jannar^’ 27, ISJll.but 
he preferred anothcf representation soon after for review 
of the decisionH Besides be approached the Governor 
of the North-West Province—comprising port of the 
present territories of U. P.. Punjab and Delhi, for redress 
of hia grievance. But the Gavernnr also luinod down bis 
request on June 18. l&3fl. Against this dectaion he went 
in appeal to the Qovcnior-Qeneral who also declined to 
reverst' it. Now Ghallb made a representation for placing 
his case before the Brjard ofDirectoni of the East-India 
Company in London. The papers were Bccordingly 
sent to London by 'La Belle Alliance' on May I O', 1837. 
The Board of Diroctom, too, had no word of cheer 
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f«r him. In IB42 they upheld th. dedflinn .f th- 
Uernot.G.c«ral in Coond^ £™ t^t 
Ghalib al^dnn hia On July 29 1^- hf wflt 

rmernnrml bv wny app«l r^gainat the Bnnrd'a 

tn guoen via*^ Om Indian GcrereDr*!^^^ 

Ex»pt for an 1844 that 

rWirr^B^d bi^Kto W^ fi“J I"^tion and 

up flU hope of getting wtytbing in addition to 

had been gattine lUme June IdOO- Hi* indlcntw 

bi« efforta for marly ai*t«n yMf» 

tbt per«vorin« natum be pOBM«etL 

t^n<r»et luzo dearly. The debt, t® 

rteadily. By the year 183It. they e«fn> to 

ted a aum of Be. 50.000, n ^rly ^ 

keeping in view the piMxIiBsing value of tbo Indi P*® 

of the ttme. 

GheUb-e Btay in CsJeutta, however, was not ^ 

rewardi. Even in reepect of wordly matter. 

«en» forhinwelf a prominent ple« m the 
Durbnr. He wae given tenth pnairim in the order nf ^ ^ 
den«. a ronaiderable poriHnn nf honcur ind«d. He 
to get KbiUmt et wtra.(elo#k of honour, o^IUMi J 
priEig .even piece, with a h«dg«rt durnigh a^ 
Calcutta butbeeame enGtlcd to tboK dunng the 
^yaW^dmknb.,nnrgb(1842-l*44^^ 

than tbrae went hi, (?»™* him and. 

literature. The visit opened new honroiu befi^ himj^ 
^U^;mde.u-d hi. opMock and view. It 
Si i^th new oonildeiioe in hia Ulcote and depth of 
knowledge of the Pendan language and poetry. 


G/ioUb^TTie Mai And Hit TVrj# ' 

Noiafa]o ill thifl coniieutioti it A £crcc oantrovcrf^ he 
ait off About the Aoihcrjty of QaitoJ on PeraiAi) jioeliy, A 
poitiaal sjaipHiutu apeoUJIy Arranged in bit bonoiir in 
the SuUledjA Company High School in WoUealey 
•trwt in Cdeutto, and attended by oyct 0.000 people 
provided the oeetuiioD. Someone objected to the use of 
wrUiii expreBaione in apme conplete reoited by Ghalib and 
cited Qattol an Indian poet of Fereion language to 
obow the inoarrect usage. To this GhaUb rettjfted. 
"Which Qaital do yod refer to 7 The Khatri boy from 
Faiidabad ? W hy ahould I accept him oa an autbarity’'f 
Thai cBuiied an uproor u QoitaJ wa* among the 
muBt popular i^ith the Calcutta intelligciitaiu, Seroral 

eminent BeliDlurH in Peraiati including Maulvi Abdul Qadjr 
Rumpuri, Mautvi Kurani Huasaia Halgrami^ and MaulTj 
Niaront Alj Azjmabadi lent support to the abjeotion. 
But Ghnlib, too. WAS not without hi* mpperrteri, do leas 
^nent and Acknowledged Aut horitiM on Pbrainn loiigiiagB 
than hia critiea. Among thoaa were Nawah All AfcharKban 
Tabu TahAi, Maiiliri Mohd, Hnaaaiii. Maulvi Abdn] Karim 
«d UD rmnian diplomat Qofait Khan, reprtaentiiig Prinoe 
Kornran. the ruler of Hamt. TJie rontro™ spread 
far beymiitl the cimfintja of the aympoaitUD upd Ghalib 
App^ to hare evoked critical commenta Kom people 
m the street oto. Siare snob oppaflitioB coqJd be of the 
least help to him m his cause, lie decided to waive an oUtc 
breneJi Md placate theCaltutU admirers of Qaital t hrom 
gb A Masuavi-nallod Bad-E-Mukbalif-the breeze in 
op^tion-pentied at the probable inrUnce of Nawab 
Akiw All AQd Maul Vi 3fohd Hasinn. But evoii this pieea 
r 1 proolaiming hia determiaaimD not to be the oa use 
•if * bad EAme fnr hiu Iiome-toirn IMh) hy picking qp a 
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nxtiorel with people in Caloutte, imd 

onidBtiincttH nndor wliich ho wM compelled to imdertivta 

bii trip to the city, witli the rajoeet that hi»mdlBnen™« 
be foriiToi., h«i ^ jiteB lutd difl*. tho««h Vfflled 
couched in rabtle at 

iar fttmi aiw^o^hg tempo™ it left * considcim mefliura 

of bittomew in iU tmil. 

Another event of fcime imiffirtance in (Jh^b> Ij* 
during hi» visit, to Oaloutta was his mecling with aistUvl 
Ssrajuddut Ahmed. MsulvS Sarijuddin Ahmfd wM h 
man of literary taitc* wielding conBidcrabto taHn- 
ence in ofllcial circles and w»i also connected with a 
Calentts litemrj' jouraal. Aina-i-Sitaiadir. Qhslib 
ped flloae lelaliona with him and the largest number of Ins 
Persian letters is adtlreseed to hioi. It »'»* the inatow 
of this fifitad that the poet made tbo llrat sdeetion J'“ 
Urdu and Persian tctes under the this OnbE-Raan»* 
this wort, ntirer get into iirini, in book-form and only «i 
incomplete copy of it was ill the possesiion of late 
MaiiUiiA Hasrat Mohanl, a noted jmct-poUtlcian of India. 
This copy did not linve the latter part of Ih* Persian and 
Urdu Ghitmli Included in the originJiJ. The introdm^on 

and niilogoc to GnbE-Bnans arc, however. Includ^ m 
Ghalibs hock Kuliyut-E-Nanflin Faiw—and provide an 
intcKsting study for students of Uiialib’s poetry. 

Ghalib did not write many Urdu oouptets during to 
utayinCalintta, But he wrote a numbar ^ “ 

KTflian In fact fcT twirnty years, foom 182? to IMJ, 
Ghslib confined hilt attention to Persian vut*. What made 
hiru do that cannot bo stated with any m«*ute cl 
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cfsrtikiiity. He dJd nat up writiug Urdu but bia 
output in Urdu during tbi« porlJul I0 ao mougre tlmt tbii 
period can be rightly ebarairtoriBcd as a period of hin writ^ 

ij}g Almo«t exeluidvdy in Persian, 

Cftleutiia infiueDced Ghalib in AUDtber rcEpeei abtOp 
Here the dYilization and its mode of Uving had 

itB ftrst impact on his mind. He had intruduetioo to the 
highest among the o^daldom and wa# aJso presented at 
the Vieertgal Court-Hurbar. He appearii to have leumt 
the Tirtuea of punetuaiity, dignity, and reatraint from hia 
new AcqimjritAneea. Besides, ha did not fai] to take note 
of the fa^t-frhEkiaging timea and the new aooial and political 
order that appeozed to bo roumi iho e^^irner, stater [ally 
be did not gain much, but intdlectunlly the advantages 
aecniiug to him from his contact with men of arts and 
letters in wbat was Cfommonly catlod the •London of the 
East' were by no means inconeidankbic. It helped him 
attain intollwtual maturity^ The controverBy bo sot oiS^at 
the Eastr^IndJa Company High School Symposium fnrLhef 
mado him delvo deep into the Ferslan litemture and 
gram mar. perfecting hia knowledge and giving him com^ 
pletc mastery of the lenguago. Ho left Calcutta with a now 
aon^dence in himself and a eonaidcrably widened outlook 
on life. Me bad also nequircd a bettar knowledge of the 
working of the minds and affairB of men* The pietw 
written by Ghalib^ wbeiher tn Petiriau or Urdu, after tui 
Cnkulta trip piilsata with a new fteahnou and 1 iut€> an 
added churm of their own. They lUut) eovier a much 
broader hold of life and cUaeloiie daepj penetrating msigbt 
into human mind and nature. 
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CaloDttB, tuo, drew Ohftlib to it aimoei with the i»m« 
force M Benarea but in a dJfFcrmit way. It wm it» 

grandeur and wcHtem mnde of tiTing tbat held out an 

attraction. Ho viihcd he had coins to tlio idly 
befoM bia marriage, fuBy to partaJca of the new-found 
joyi of life diBpsiiaed there. He write* with feelmg about 
beautiea he found on diapley with an abandon. He finda 
it difSonit to resirt their cbiutiw and equally difBealt to 
forget them later in life- Although he left the idty in 
diBuppointmenl insofar aa hia hopei uboui the case wore 
ooDccrned, ho nurtured no feeling of bjttemeas ethiar 
toward* the city or the people iavolT^. Instead w* 
find biiti recalling hi* days and comtectionH in Odcotta 
frith teiid(un£&fl mid lon^ing^ 
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In Delhi A^in 

f^ELHI found a new Ghalib on hii rafeoni from C^alenit* 
in XovemW, iS20. Me no mof 0 compoied Tense In 
Uidn and dnTOted all liii talents to oompoauig \n 

PeiHiiLD or writing Ferfilon prose. He eiJiBa displayed 
mncb wider knowledge of hmnoji nature and mnrh 
greator command of his media than befom. AJthotigh 
disappointed in bis eMorta he showed no streak of bittar* 
m^Es tn hie etisraeter and tried to maintain the same 
standard of liring to which he was aoimatonied before 
his trip to Coientta^ 

In fact, in that regard he ncTer ehanged thronghont 
his life. Obalib loved good food and elegant dreea* A well- 
furnished house with a reienu of servants was eonBidcred 
by him another essential requisite of dignified living.^ 
Wine, of oouisej wor indiapensiblo for hJm , He itukin* 
taincd two scporato establlshmonle in bis bonse, one inr 
tho males and the other for females. The n limber o£ 
terrants kept by Elm never went under ibc. Madan„ 
Ifniu Darogha, Kalyan, Nloz Ali and Axia were among his 
male s«t>mntH who stayed with hitn for yaars^ There 
were also two maid-servants to look to the needs of his 
ZanankhanA-femaie section of the houie^ These serrants 
ocMst him on an nvnmge Hs, 60 per mouthy wbieb appa” 
rently was beyond his means^ conaidoring the fact that 
bis annua] mroma never exceeded Rs, one bundled and 
fixiy. But money was too snul] a cqnsideriitioii wiMi a 
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DmjiUkfs Ghnlib^ with blue-blood m Jiii teLuj, add hie o%n 
atrong nat iaiu. about the lo onncr of living of an honoura¬ 
ble gontlemod of hie atundidg and backgioutid. 

But howfloe^or much may be ooe's djAdam fox cousin 
djeratiooB of money^ they are bound to force themselves 
on one, OhftUb Imd left Delltl wiib liiph hopoa—so high 
indeed as to have infected even the numcy^ienders who 
ndvaneed lonns to him to ncfhieve hie end-^but relumed in 
rather BubfJned Bpirita which also did not fail to &^ect 
his creditorfi- Witb his ejatm rejected by ihs uutliDritiei 
at CalcuttJi in 1831 vsrlUJLl panic Epread anaong them 
(dthougb Ghaiib'a appeal against the order Mped in Bomu 
meseiira in hDlding out a tiny ray of hope for reeDvcriiig 
their tnoney and getting Home Bmall amounts for him in 
rottirn. By 1S32, however, Gholib appears to have found 
bimAair on the homa of a dilrnmia ^ EhQuM ho Join the 
serxico of semse Kawub or ahonld ho continue hunting for 
and living on locma t That WJUi the question. He wanld 
have glnily Joined emy eourt in the country were some¬ 
one to itiako an offer'to him but he could not bring him¬ 
self to opproaehiag any Haw-ub wbth a rrquent for a jub. 
That he oonaidemd to bo beneath htf dignity and that 
stood in hia way. Ho had, thcErofom^ to carry on in his 
own indeiiendeot way of tinancial atHogeneVp 

But thatj did not stop bit Cfcditoru from affect Eng 
his indepondcce. Two of thorn. paiiidh«d by the foiluTB of 
Ghsllb’s efforts to secure an ineiTitse In bis tUowanoe, 
initiated civil prtKseedings ngHinst the poet for the re^ 
covery of their loams. A decTise in the sum of Ba, m*0O() 
wafl obtained by them m their favomr against GhalJb In 
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IS35. But tlia potfc hiul no tonney to poy ajid that 
according to tha bwi3 of the time out died tli^ docpee-hol- 
dors to have hi® pcrsDii attaL'hL'd ftfid lodged in JaiL Ho 
wusy bawevpf, lavod frem that himiiiiati&n—tlmiilti! to 
iWDthor cufitDtn provalont at the time of not arrcatiiig a 
tiiftn of eminence and lionour from hia reeidener in mecu- 
lion of a ciril decree* He kt^pt fodosir^ tlironghout the 
day and woiUd mDFe out BteaUhity at night to fucot 
friends. Totri^ omoimt of debta lie had incurred uaa around 
Ha* SO.CKKJ. Of Ida eipertenL-e of thi& hou^e+raidnmeati 
Ghalib wrote to Na^ikii aajiucK :— 

"'For the kfft four m^i-nthtf tho writer hoa been EiUing 
behind cloaed doota and doea nut meet either liifl own 
frienda cr others. Aithotigh lam not in n pruaprit hut T 
oat and tleep llk& a prisoner. The Ixonblcs und woea 
that I liuTo andergone these few daya are ofEuoh mngui^ 
tude that if a ^Huifir'gets and standa even lialf of thv>P3 
during hundred years* stay in li-elf T would call myself a 
I'lie fir&t spurk to touch luy patience and honoiir 
WBB thfl obtoiniiig of a ooiirt deerec by two of my dfcdi- 
tews agunat me^ The law ia that either you pay the 
decree amount or go to jiiiL In this regard the rich and 
the poor fttmid alike. The men of cmtnedce and fameT 
however, have this much considorntion shown to them 
that the eoilrt'-bniliff doca not viEit their hnuse and the 
defendant la not arrcEted except when found ontdoors* 
I conld not adord the mouay and had perfoir# to stay 
indonra for my dignity and honour and close the doer 
Agj&iriAt fiends and Grangers alike. To this date I am 
thus con^ned^ Bhiiekled by my sense of iclf-respret and 
honour* 
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^'1 m this Abate i>r liotue-eoiLhiieQient tkal Eo^ib 
enicJ, non-GDii-ffSflrmg penon—nmj God put him in 
Tmondlng pain—shot dead Mr* William Fraaor, Rpsldent 
of I>CLLb[ and a Irlend of Obalib and Cnialiiened the voaa 
and griefB tif my fatherV death, J oonld steal out of my 
afore-mentioned eorner nnty like an owl at night. So 1 
'would go to thn MaglalrabOf wliaiii I knew and who wai 
my friend* now and then, at night to pass the 

During iliia period Naaikli wrote to Qhalib to gw W 
lL3'dc!rabad« wiipJe Maharaja Chandulal phowied 

great patreumgo for men of lrtt< n, and whieh woedd put 
an end to all his wurrim, Cibalib wrote back r— 

'"in the fir&t plaeo it [» difO^uJi for mo to move: out of 
horc without olmring the dobte^ Ev-on If I go iherc what 
appreciation can I dmw from l^laJiaraja Chandniul T He 
Lh a total etranger to my work and so uro hia oars 
my voiisOi And whem Qaitui Je aoknowlodgml a# on 
auiheuity in Persian and Bhah NKair in Urdu who vouid 
earo for Ohaiib and Ifoaikh I Moreor^T he is an eld man 
uf eighty with hi^ feet dangliog In the grave. By tho 
tune r reach them lie himself would have reached 
anollicr world,'' 

Fraser^tf tn order ileeply toCLuhed GbaJlb* He va# ihot 
drad on the night of March li^^*^, while on hie way to 
hia lefiidence in Bjira Hindu Hao in DcibL The assailuLt 
escaped arrest on t h» spot but was apprebended Boon at 
the Police Immodlatoly blodcad all eiila firpm the city* 
He turned out to bo Karim Darogba-i-Shihar— 

Maitor of Hnnting-^f Niwab Shamasuddin of Fenote-Fur 

€7 


Ghdih^Thc Man And His 

Jhirkn. Another servant of the Knwah Wasni Khftn iraj 
iWTOHtcd a fow diVB kt^^r while coming; to Delhi nmJer 
BUttpioioiu cirPutEtfftajicefi. Still ftnoitlter accompEco of 
TCrL flm Khan^ Etiai Miyo* was a trotted froni Secuiidiuabad 
duHng the inyestli^atEon of the oAse imd tomod an ap* 
proper. The mFesHgibtion revealed the K^wab^s hand 
behldid the plan. The Kftwab waa ffidiiiiiionetl to Delhi on 
April 18, l&aS, hy the ^blagietmtOt Mr. Sinion Fraser, who 
ordered him to bo detamed in the Britiab Qoar- 

tare outside Ka<ihiniri Gate with fivo sermntfi to attend on 
him^ '^Hinro hid ivneiworn tn the Mngbtraters qneatioiiB had 
failed torcaiDVo iuspicions againat him.' The KaWiib'ft ill' 
will ligninfit the docjea^d Resident, because nf the latter i 
HUpport of his sl.ep brothers, Kawnb ISianddin and 
AminuddiB of Lohnrn* wm considered to be the iaotitn 
behind the ffitirdc-fH After n protmetrod trial Karim Khan 
was sentenced to death and hanged OB August 26, iSSfl* 
The ^logtstmte also found the Nawab guilty of the abet' 
merit of the offence and optuEid that he doBorved the- sama 
senlenoe^ Beonnse of tin being the Ruler of a State, iha 
Magistrate under the law had no power to award Him any 
piini«binen[. He^ tfecreforep sent all the wise'papers 
together witli bin judgment to the GoTnmor^General in 
Connril who on Septemlwr 21, I ordered that the 
^Bwnb he hntiged for the nffence and his State Feioie-Pur 
Jliirka be forfeited to the State. The Nawab was iilti- 
mateJy banged on October 18, -outfride Kaabmiri Gate. Ho 
wan only at the tlme- 

The Nitwab^a hanging east a abadow of doubt on 
Glialib omiing the ^Inaliin genti^ of the Capital^ The 
Nawab had denied hia complkity in the afenco and had 
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nllpged tbiil. lie had beDn implicated in the case aa a reiralt 
of oonapiracy on the part of his oppoDeiita headed by 
FatahoUul. Beg Khan who was a nepheir of hla. Sim* 
Chalib was a dose friend of the Resident and -was also 
known to the MagiBtmle, Mr. fiimon Frawr, whom he 
Ttaited quite often during the invesftigatiDtt of the case, 

rumour spread that Ghahh hftd alec carried tales againrt 

the Nawah. Bis strained rdationa with the Kawab. hia 
aupport of Nawab’s stt-p-brothcra Aminuddin and 
Ziaudilin. whom hfi helped in seenfing admlni^ation of 
their estate Lobaru and his claim that the Uapiirtrate had 

Lhkcn him into oanfidtince in regard to the inTe»tigatksn 
of the case, further helfied atrcngthun HtiBpiriona against 
him. These anspicionsi however, were entirely bosolcsa. 
Gbalib had no band in the aflair. Tha Nawah was found 
guilty on the basis of Btatements made by the approvtj 
and duly corroborated by other witBessas. Tim imei of 
evidenu against him was too overwhelmlog to tel him 
escape oonvictiop and the resoltant capital pitniahiuenl* 

The cause of Nawab’s enmity towRrds Mr. Fraser w aa 
this. After ycara of efforts be had in 18H secuft'd the 
uoutiol of Loboni given to h» stcp*bruf Lera—Amifiuddm 
and ZlLiidic by Sawsb Ahmed Rakah in IftM on the 
condition that ho would pay Ra. 2fl.WK) tier umtun b> 
bis hrothers. The Nawab hud auccccded in his efforts 
flinw AmiauddiJi, the administrator, had failed to deposit 
Ra, 5,210 aonoally in the acconnt of bis brother Ziud* 
din M laid down in the will of Nawab Ahmed Baksh and 
Mr Martin the Resident Imd supported hiadaim. Ur, 
Will taro Fraser, the now ttcTtident. buwerer. dtd not 
approve of this and advised Aminuddin to file an appeal 
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with the CentrAl GisTcmiiifinL nt CfrTe^iitt4i. jj 

Aoiiaoddln visited CaJeruttu a immbcir of ^ 

of ixitroduatk^n given bj 6ha!ib to hi* rriendd ihsm, 
StipportftI by tbfl new Ecsident he ultfmiiteJy EucceedEd 
ill hifl misafon and Nawah BhaQis4tiddia was direuted 
to hand bairk the eontro] of Lohnni to AjitiDDddiii« 
Til i ft greatly omhlUewd this Nawab n^fnat Mr* Frasim 
The iuiiging of the Nawab and the forfeiture of hk estate 
caused the traafifET tsT Gbalib^s allowance aocount te 
Delhi Collectorate, whleh^ iikadenlAllyi was cim of the 
demandfl made by him in Ida reprcientatlon Ici tho cen^ 
tral authorities in Calcutta. 

Not wit hstaoditig hia travails stud tmaefiea^ Ghalifa 
oon tinned his litenuy efforts with all hia ephI and fervour. 
He attended jmeiical EyEupiaitimep a Large num ber of ' 
which WM nmtnijed from timfi to tmae in Delhi, Although 
he wonld recite only PeraiAii verse whercai) others rceited j 
VOTHP in Crdu^ He also wrote a number of lettera to bii 
frienda I'OTering a wide nifige of atibjants^ and touching 
on the Jifo Add afOiirs nf his time, lie prepared a eollc-G- 
tson of hiti Persian Work io ondrr the iltio— 'Msi- 

Khana-i-Arzop^—the Tavern of T>Cfllre^—but trpilogne to it | 
waa Written in 1B37 when a Imiid-nritten copy wba 
prepared by Rai CJihajiml which ift availabk in Khnda 
Baksh Library in C^ciitta, but itn first edition was pub¬ 
lished only in I£145 by Matba Dar-ul*Islam, Bellii 
Nawab Ziadddin edited the work and lookoid through tbt 
proofs. The book had 0672 couplets in all incindJiig some 
276 GbaEoJa. A second onlat^^ edition of the bnoh mider 
Use title—Kuliyat NA^em Fafd— wai ifsoed by Maosbi 
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NbtbI Kiabore’* Frefla at AgrB in June. 1863. Thi* 
edition tMitainod 10,424 ooupkta and wd* priced Bi. A. 
A third I'ditioD ww iaaucd by iho name Pftaa in 1893 and 
a fourth in 1024—both yewa after Gbulib's death. 


Ghalib'** PMsiaii work FcfhsotB waricMi l.rcnda and 
reprenants writing in all rtylai. In Ilia early work hn 
axhititta os diOiDiilt and involved a «tylp with ffimilar 
UQustial and far-fetched Biffliltifl as charactHiBO his early 
verso in Urdu. Tbia, howeTor. was not uncommon with 
other poets of Peraian tanguagc aiao and henee did not 
evoke aui'h mliciflin aa wM encounlersiil by him in 
respect of his voreo in tTnlu, irantiplaiitatitiiii in which of 
similar etyle drew immEdiato notice and ridiculo. Hw 
later work in Peman Hhowa opaaiderablo improve ment. 
hlatiy a great thought cipri'ssed in Urdu vtrse is aUo 
found in PeraiaD work, nltJiough as a rttle the eipws* 
aion in tlrdn bus greater chemi and direetneas. 
His Qaaidas and MasmTia are coinplclely free ffotn 
the defects of hia early Persian Tcn«, The ktipiuiEr 
u well as the expression there is simple and direct. 
There are few long poems and Qoaidas in his work peps- 
red ttpto 1837, and it appear* tint he jiftid greater 
Attontion to hrtig pof ma after 1837, ea itir edition pub¬ 
lished in IS45 contain* several long poem* and few 
Ghauls oompoaud after the prepaialicn of tlus originid 

work, 

Ohalib’s work of prose in Pursian U tto less imprirtatit. 
As alreadv slated lie prepfljcd a hritf IcJiflct on the 
Ictter-wiitbJi! in 1S2©, bafore be left for Caleutta. From 
cutta, too, he wroto U> a friend m 1828 that he eonaideicd 
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Ifittfr-wrritiDg akin to canvcT^ation* Tlie writer^ in biA 
opiidoti^ ftliQiil4 after fipre^Bing due re^peetj and regards 
for the addreflflee coma diret^t to the subject and addre^ 
him as if be iverc fipiiddng to Mm* But this wna too 
rETolutjDntiry a departure frora the iDii^-fstahljBhed 
practice in Peralan letter-™ ti tig to becr^me popular 
and oven Ghalih biniBelf on severai oooniiioiig deviated 
^Qiu his precE^pt to fctUoii- Uio old practice of writing in 
a highly inTolved atid artificiAl atyle. However* his con- 
fliderAtion of and deliberation ove^ tlio subject led to ilus 
prcparAtloD and ultimate publkatioti by MjilbA-i^SidlJtni 
inllMS) of a bock titled 'Panj Ahaijg^—Ove parts — 
oJlhciugb work on it had been onoiplcted long before* 

"Panj Ahang^ comprising ■lr'93 page# k in five sectiuni* 
The firttt seetion ermbniiLs iriliiS aa to the prypcir mode 
of nddreaB of rclatioiu* foienda and fsthem ; the second 
gives rules of Peraiim gTammnr and deals with proper 
naage of Poruinii wordv, oonstructjotis and expreasianB l 
the third compruea selection of Pe nn an couplets from 
Ohalib^ff Hi wan which mn be used in letter-writing i the 
fourth has miscellaaecus wHdugn and references to and 
from booka^ while the fifth part covera lettera in Pcrskui 
written by Chalib to vaiicoa A'iends before tho dAya 
of wlmt limn wiu onlJefl the Mutiny of 1857 and now ia 
referred to os the first war of Indian indopeudonce* 

*Panj Ahang*, partknlarly its fifth wetion is impcftAut 
for the stiideutB of Ghalib's liJfb, The lettcTB contained 
tborein provide &n [mportanl source material for 
hifl biographer. They throw a fiocHi of light on Iho 
oonditiona of the time. Some of the lettei? give a vivid 
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dwmption of Ibe suffering of tlic peOpl* of th« Stite 
under the rul^ of Moutiuaduditnlu in lueknow ui. nlw of 
diffieuhies of Irnrek during the dayfi of h« 

Calcmt+Ji. Othe« conrey nevs of tlwJ timw lohia men - 
A wmnt pietum of tl» attnoepheit! of the period i* 
Obtained through the*= kttera. Thiu wetinn nl*o provide 
nn inlToduntion to the reudnr to ioinc uf t a **^ 1 . 
eminent t»en of the ucn whoBi Ohulih had nmtmg hn 
frionda* They indude tiftfiikh, Mtiinin, Shoiftn »nd 
among port*. Mnulvi Fazal Huq. HutiUnu Suduxuddia 
and ManlniiA WnUit Hoasain rnnong tlie Kholnrt end 
Prints Uftihirtseliiin of hijsoTv, Prince KnlTOaft Sbekob, 
eMBUCttiddin Haider Khan. Nownb Saad-ud^din Khan 
Shafnq, Moharaja of AJ war and Sir Jnini»Th(iinaon among 
the admlnstratOTB and membora of tbo Royal family. 
The fifth Htction of tho book was published dcparately m 
1012 byliLitba Anwar-uMelam ns it was preeaibnd u a 
teat book for studentt of oriental Etudlrt in Hyderabad ■ 

Bnt befonf the pnbfication of hia colleirted work* m 
PeMioa hi» Diwan-E^hnllb came out, Ghalib wema to 
have cpropteted ■etceUon of biu verae in Urdu by 

but theDiwanwaBiaauodoiity in lB4l by Syed-nMIaiba 

f^as, owned by Syed Mohammed Khan Bahadur^ a bro¬ 
ther of Sir Syod Ahmed Khan, Ihc noted MoaUm refnrm* 
or, uducationiBt and politmisn of the age. This edition 
haaan introdutUon hi Persian by Gbalib anda Mtn ai 
the end by Kawab Ziauddin Ahnifd Khan dated 1«38 
euting that the total number of cooptnU ernUiued 
therein ia 1070 while their actual number in the IS-H 

edition eompruring 108 pages in 1095- Thi* indi«^ 

that the Diwan waa ready for going to the Fw* m IIM* 
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md 5G cotipleia were added to it later on isefore It wm 
AetuaHv ptiblLihed^ GJialib sent & maanJicTipt of this work 
td TUtopur which is flill pteaenred hy tho Pnblid Lihny^ 
of the city* 

Ths selecjtloQ of verae coataEiicd in Biwan-E-Ghalib 
was made hy the poet From hia work earn posed uptodate, a 
DiAimHcript copy df which |i avail Able in the IThraTy of 
Mian Fattjdar Khan at Bbopal^ He is said to liave dose 
so at the aaggcfitfon of hi > friends pnrf.iralnrly Manlvi 
Fava] Huq. Bome bfograpberm of Ghalib go to the ex teal 
of station that the poet handed over epmpkto eolloo* 
tion of his work to Mirra Khani Xotwsl of Ih'lhlp and 
Manlvi Faznl Huq^ asking ibcni to select the pieces they 
considered fit for incluilon in the Diwanp discarding the 
rest. Tliia, however, js too mneb to merit credeoce 
keeping in mind the highly conceited and arrogaoi 
natuTn of GhnlJb, It Is possible for h\rn to have been 
infiucncfKl by their advice lo some extent in Ills choice 
but he could tint bnvi» eotmsted the |t.ib lo anyone. 
As already staled he was his own critic and teacher* 
He alwayi examined hie own work with a critical eye 
and cried to improFc npoti it. Tbia hahit of bia fieema 
to bo niora Teaponsibic for his final choice than any 
ootpide itifloence. By 18^8 Gbalib had attained enoogh 
of maturity^ knowledge, experience and depth to handle 
A job of thia natim!. Several Hnce indud^ in the first 
edition of the Diwan boarmit his effiorts at self-iniproTe- 
ment, A slight chadge here and there in bis work known 
as Bhopal MS adds greater ehann, beauty and clarity 
to the meaning. Boede tines ore completely replaced 
by new ones^ Di^cuJt Pcralan words and expressions give 
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way to Bimple Urdu wprda and eiprcaaionF. The changta 
ahi>w thP hand of tho maattr. Unving comrkted tho 
work, Gh»lib dedJirpd tlijit t his ww hia only woik uad 
he had not oompoaed my couplet or lino othet tbrn that 
itiiduded Id thin editiOD of Diwan-K-Ghalib. A second 
edltJoD wtk* Iftfifted by Muiiabi Kuruddin’s Pl-eaa,Matha 
Diinil latam in May 1847, T.‘ith USB coupleta inolnded 
in it.. That shown the total output of Glislih in Urdu 
during these nine yotra was only some lliO line*. In 
faist it«aa only around 1843 that GhaUh turned to Urdn 
Terms URam Mid «tmted reciting it at poetical aympoflluma. 
Two of his famous Ghaials written during the period 
beginning with 1843 ara ; ‘^LoTe’i tortures hendd peace 
for ODE'a mind ; As tio now way of torture HeaTen can 
now And.” And ^‘Tlio fi» of Hell hiw the ways of my 
love ; Kafir would f bo if I find not joy in woe.” 

Ab in hifl Btudioa bo also in his wrilinga Ghallh did not 
oarotokeep a record. He would read a book sad 
poos it on, Bookfihe would eompose a piccn. redla it 
and band it ow to Mu frienrls Nawab Ztauddln Ahmed 
Kberi and Hint* Zulfiqaniddin HytkT Khiui alias Naiir 
HoBSain Mims, Ttew two friends of Ida. howaref, totdt 
opre and pains in P«pM“g c«ptea of his work — 
iwth prOBB and vursts—and ptBsenring it. During the 
days of "the Mutiny"- the fijwt war of ludian Indepen- 

ile'ijKW_thiiir hdtipes wure raniAckfd % the troops Juiil 

along with their belongingB hand-written copies of Obabb’a 
vurk were also deBtroyed. Portunatijy a mannBcript 
copy of Jda Dlwan had bean sent by Ohalib to Rampnr 
and but for that liis work might have also met the mroe 
fate M did the work of Zauq. Poet-Laureate of the 
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Ia«t Mi^ghal of lotliii. Later etlitionfi of Diwiko- 

E-GhiiHb were prepared froni the Eftmpnr Manuacripfe. 
Tq all five edktloiiB of DIwAD-L-Gbalfb uppev^ durinii^ th<c 

fHjet H life-time. The third edition woa iBHiied by 
Mobamtned Hoasnin Khan. propH^^tor of Mfllbik Abinndi* 
Sliahdflra Bcihl, in JeiIj IgGt nnd the fourth by Mntb^ 
Nbtwtki of Kanpur cjontrelled by Mohanmed Abdnl Beb- 
man Kban, Tbe laet edition of thc^ Dla-n n -was pnbliHhc^d 
by Mu^hi Shiv Natam, proprietor of Afiitba lluM Khaliq 
Agra m 1363^. The third edEtioni of tbo Eiwan 'CootaiDeti 
too many xrooLiDjBtakos wlueh made Qhalsb correct 

them hinwelf after the book waa publiahed and aend It 

to the pubiiaher who in tom sejit it on to Kanpur. 

The pybiieatirin of Diwan-E^Oholib won aeelaiizi for 
the poet froni far and itcur. The pubheatlon of his u^ork 
in Persian four yearn later added to bia fonio and gloryip 
They gave him a poaition of honour among the men of 
ZetteriR. Bat hk finandal dilfionltiefl did not eaae much 
and he atilL looked for nozne wity out of theni« Axi 
opportunity enm® his way in 1842* but he declined to avail 
of it for rwaons whbh flhed on interesting light on hia 
chnraoter and way of tbiokbig- 

Hr* Janies Totneon^ Secretary to the Ooveinmcnt of 
India^ paid an ULapectiun vieit to Belbi College in 1842* 
He found no suitable arrangement for toftcbiug Persian in 
tile College. A dockion immediately to engage an eminent 
Boholar ai head of the Persian department wah taken* 
Mufti Snniurudditi who arcompanied daniea 

Toiii:Son on his visit to t he College aaid tha^ there were 
three ucknowiedged autboritiea and schulnrs of Persian in 
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BeUii—Mintfl Asad tflkh KJiehi GMlib, Haldm Momm 
Khan Mwmin ajid Sheikh ImflUa Bftkih Sokbal. Mr, 
TemHon Bent for Glialib. Tlse poet came id a planr^uip to 
the Secretary's resadcocc and waited outBide expetrifag 
Mr. Totmtoa to oome end receive hini. Mr. ToioaDP nonb 
bis Jmmadar-iicad peon—to find out the ettase of delay in 
GhnJib"# arriva!. The JcimadBr bronght back tiiii reply 
from Qhalib;—''Since yon have not come out to aie, 

aa bfta been the ciutom, I haTe relrained from entering 
your rcram," Opr^a thim Mr. Tomaon came out anci told 
Ghalib that amec be bad come Ibcre to seek a job and not 
u a noble' to attend tbe ’Durbar^ bo coold not be extended 
the cnatomary eonftiiirieii and bonour due to him on eoeh 
oocMioiis. Totbifl Ghalib replied:—'"1 ieck Cnvcimmetit 
Jnb to add to my dyuastiG bonemr ard glory and not to 
lose them/" When Mr, TfinRon exprepaed blii iimbdity 
under the m\m to ex lend stidi honnurfd rcMjption to 
bimf Ghalib tnrnfd his b&ck on him and adked the 
pljinf|uJii^benrera to return to his rtsidisiice- 

This incident shows that Ghalib still cnnsldered him. 
ie!f A Jagirdar and a Mn^hnl noble first and a poet and 
writer after wards. Hi- condwet may appear itrange to 
ftndealfi of Qluibb'e QsJjidaa which are profuse in praise of 
even ordinary Government omcinls. But Qa^JdA-writing 

was one thing and sclf-Tc^pcct and dignity another fer 
him. Ho could wrilo a QaaidN in prsiaa of Mr. TomBon 
himMlf but be could mi Bland being slighted by his 

rmt ooming to receivo him. 

And taUdng of Qftsidiifi, Ghalib wroto one in praise of 
Lord HardingOr the GoTemor^General* after the deftttt by 
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tho Briiiili ofi the Sikh Annj in IS46. Ho had oiLflifs: 
written 4'2 linefl eipr^aing bJttEmo&B towArda the 

Sikh ojTuy^ In liU Qn^id^ 141 praiao of Lt rd HardiDgo he 
iJeelikred that if ho were young he viould buckle up hli 
ArmA And enter the bal tlD-ddd agnillHt the Sikiia lift A hcdy 
cnifl^der. He* mnr&Qirer* wants peace in Plan jab frjf I ho wino 
nf l^^Iunir* and that ciuuld cinly be under ihe ilritmh. 

Amitlier important -nnork of the period undertaken by 
Cbnlib waft the compealngof a MaenaTi in Persian undjer 
th^ titlo '^4bar-i-Gohar Bar^', In opinfun the work 

wAg ooinpoBed by Ohalib towardft the end nf his Jife, Thift* 
however* does not nffpoar tu correet* SeveraJ Jinra 
from it are ineluded in Ilia bouk Me]uir 4 .?jet!Ttwo 3 &—the 
Sun at Noon—wMeh wftft pubbfthed beforo Mftfuh 18^2. 
Moreover when Sir Syed Ahmad Klinn wrote Lis buuk 
*Aa£iaarn1 S&nnui' in LB4d-—Into Ibneotiorift of the 31 ji£i- 
navi kad boen coinplctod and one fftib tu tlnd it in griater 
length any whore even now. It appE^ars GhaElb abandoned 
the work for Bome renien or the otliiir. 

Gbfllib appefinr to hnvo pltLnned prndnclng on epic^ 
Hifi inlontiaii wba to cover the OArly wajb and expeditionA 
of lalain. He etftrtcd in high irpiritii, but doeA out appear 
to have been able to ci^tinue for long. Myatk partii of It 
or thoie in praiee of the Holj Prophet me of a higk 
atnndiird hut the rest !■ ont ao note-worthy. The eobject 
wae BUch Aft did not admit of muDh poetle licenae^ Hi# own 
gnant^iAl difli nuHJea and preocenpfttiomi with other aFakfl 
al ft n Aestn to have eaiifted abandonment of the project. 

By 1845 GkaUb ihiftod froin hie heuftv tn Fkntak 
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Habtiflh Khan to ano in BalUmamn. He ntJVGT moral 
out of thifl area till the end of his life. Meetly he readed 
In Gali Qckflim Jan^ a abort diitanco fh>m Cbandni Chowkp 
and bis last house! was wlmited just under ibe ahnde of a 
mjDsque at the beginning of the st reet fintn Balhniaran aide. 
Tho plaeo now hotieet a Kml*dfipQt and aumn other 
ariisauB- A deeiaon to acqiuro the aite as a national 
monument has been taken by tbo Central GoTcmmant* 

And it t™ from this area that be was arreted in 1S47 
on ebafge of ^^bting* 
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Chapter VI 

Thfi Djyt In Prls^ta 


Z*' HALIB'S Itjvfr for Gb«ii nod dice waa tji* rauAB of 
impriafiomcfit in 1947, Aoi?ordiji|; to Maulimii Huli* 
OFiiilib WQtjId jilny dioe witli nominnl JitiilEEa and that bC' 
Patise of Htl-Hinerd n^btiona hctwecn him and the City 
Kdtirnl landed the ptwt Ln jail. MuDlann Ahiil KalaiE] Aznd, 
howeTcr* ebaracteriEes h aa ah tnidcErtatemcnt tnoCrAUHl 
bj Hairs regard for hi* 'Msistcf' and atntea ihat b4S a 
mstter of fact Gh alibis hcnse bad betome a gainbleTti^ 
den. That combinod irith the Adm3niatntSion.''B deterrai- 
nation lo weed out gambliDg from the city enabled the 
new City Kotwal, Faznl Haasan^ to have his way agaloit 
Ghalib+ The previous Kotwab Mohammed Mirza E^aa^ 
alias Mina Kbanb being a eloae friend of the poet had 
Qverlonkad bla violation of tbs law. 

Accord ing to Mtinflhi Ghiknitba4n Has Asi I^ehlvi, the 
City Hntwal went in a nhariDt to Gbiilib's hooHo and 
gained entrance witliin along with his men iioaitig ad 
female visitoiw, Ghalib wan arreated on the spot red- 
handed. The fiaae f^aine np before Kanwnr WarJf Aii 
Khan,^ MngistriLte^ w^hn sentenced Gbalib to nndnrgo m 
months rigorons impriiionment and pay a diie of Ks, 

If the iK:>et failed to pay the the Magietiiite ordered ^ 

he would undergo impriaonment for el further period of 
flix months and if he paid extra SO into the State 
treasury^ hie rigorona imprie onment would he converted 
into eimplo unpiieomant. 


The Days la Prison 


No detailed aecoimt of QhttUb*^fl iirreat itod trial la 
aTatlable anywlicra’- Two brief Te|)oirt8i about the cttHe 
appear io a BonubAry paper^ Absaw-AI-Aklibar, dated 
June 25, 1S47 flJid Jtdy 24S4T. Tlie first of these ^porta 
stated that Gbalib was jtnPCfltod ns a reeult of falfto 
tnlffi turried agaiiiat bini by hie memica. Effort b wero 
made by mnnj nobles of the city and even by the Impc- 
rial Court to have tbo proecedinga dropped sinpe GbaUb 
WAS one of the most respected oitizenft of Delhi but the 
authorities declined to intervene oa the mMtxir waa 
Bub-judice- TJie eeDond report publiabed in the paper*a 
tefiue of Joly 2, gives an accoimt of Gbalib'u ennvictioii 
end th(J paper's tiowb in the fellowing tenuH :— 

•'Judgment boe been dflSTired in the crimLnalr^se 
agfticBt Mirza Aisad Ultah Khan Qhnlib. Mirza ^abib has 
been owardEd a term of sisi montlia" rigorems rnipriBonnieiii 
and a fine of He, 200 and Sft casiQ of non-payment of fino 
another air months. If ertra liSi 50 ie paid the EenFertcu 
of hard labour can be remitted, Keeping in vi^i^w 
the fact that btirLa Sahib Jiaa been indisposed for a 
long time and Is on light diet of ebapati atid soupf wo 
ore Donstraipcd to say that it is beyond Bfirza 
Sahib'^s strength to stand anch atrsin and labnur* In 
fact there i s danger t-o bis life. 11 is hoped that if an 
appeal Is filed in tbo Scaalons Court not only the scntcnca 
wiU bo reduced on review btit even the esse will be 
withdrawn &om the court of criminal jntiadlction. ft Is 
contrary to tha principles of Bflturai jostiec and fair- 
play to award meh a sciTtifo Bentcnce for sueb a minor 
offence to a talented noble who comiuandi resj^t and 
honour far and wide—a sentenee which greatly imperils 
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Ckilih-ne Afaif And Hii Verse 
liiji life/* 

Ghalib wB.m ladgfd iin tli« old D&UiJ Jail oppaflitci 
Feri^zf-Shal* KntliiK The Jail baildlng wna prtjTicuilj 
known im Bhooll BbatiErrs Semi rmd wait 
prvjbabfy in early Mtenteenili century by Sheikh Farid 
Bukharlp a noble of Altbar's Court liiid kter GoTemot 
of Punjnb during the mign of Eiii|)etor Jahangir^ The 
poet doea not appear (u have eptnl more tlian three 
moriUiH in jail, Thiire are rcmfliirtiiig aceonntA as to the 
reasons for kiH release hcfroee time. Aecordiog toSy^d 
Nasir Naair Firaq it was due to tha luterYcnlloD of the 
Govemor, Mr. Jamen Tom as, dr soina oth er bigh diidaL 
Munslu Gli&nJshanidaa AsL Dolilvh howorer, Etatea that 
it was Mr, Itcisaf Ciril Surgeon^ Delhi who was leEpousiblo 
for Ghalib's releai^. .4eeari[iing to Mutishi Mr* 

Kuea went un an inspii'ctioo round of the Jail LEunates and 
inquired uf Ghalib about hia hoK>U>b« Ohalib recitod a 
oauplot whieh meaDt that aince the day wo«-bDridden 
Ghalib wiia in chains he had found more of Jice ia his 
eldthes thoo stitdias of thread, Mr. ItoSE waa^^moYed 
and immediately brought abont hU rolnaae by addressing 
a eomiDiicLleatian to ihe OdYornment.*' 

But Ghatib giTcs a different acoount. Sayi he:— 
*'Kotwal waa my enemy and tho Magistrate a stranger. 
Trouble lay in wait and my atam wem out of plaoe. 
AithougU Hsgiiitrate ia superi or m authority to ICotw-zd^ lU 
ray e*flse h^ bectame his eubortlLnate and ordered my 
imprisonments ETen the Sessions Judge, although he wa9 
my friFud and would always treat me with afeotion 
and kindness and a bowed laiuiliarity at Yaridua fnneGoos 
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DT^r-looked ihv ma^trcr aiirl dia^l^ycd iodillci^lLGe. An 
appeal wom filExi wiih tlici Contro* but no body pnid any 
attentiDn and the order waa nphfiild. Then for iraEonj' 
Ernknan'ii to mo the Magi^Tatf^ vas ntoved by compoaainn 
after half the period of the Bentenco wa.n over nod made a 
reconnnendAtian for my rdonBe Lo the Contra and. from 
there catne the ordeii! for my releaeie^ Tho ceniral ofEeorv 
proiaed the Magistrate for lending inch n report^ Tt 
ii mid that the ktnd^KeUrted ofifticera told the Mjigietmto 
about my Independeiit way of living nod my unassuiuing 
nature.'* 


Ghalih'^B imprisonment deeply hurt like poet. He 
took It as a matt-er of grrat humUiation. He was further 
piuned by the attitude of hie friends. Mo«t of them 
exhibited oompleto indiFeiencc to hLin+ Harticuliirly 
difitreasmg to him was the eondoet of the members of 
Loharu's ruling fsiDiily^ None of them ever rnme to see 
him DfOr did anyone try to help. Xot only that. When 
an Agra ncn^ipaper mentioDed OhaTJb dm a relaiioti of 
the Lohimi family^ they took great pnini to havo a 
coiTcction published stating that the poet bad no direct 
eonnectioj] with their family and the eonnoetiunfl, if any^ 
were dletant and meidenlDb But there wan one among 
his triondi who stood firmly by bim. He was Xawnb 
Mustafa Khan BhaifLQ. He did all that lay in bis power 
to help Ohalib. He stood t lie entire expense of the trial 
and the appeal. He also met various officials in an efibrt 
to soeuTD liii rcloase. And when all bis cBarts proved 
futile and bis fhend Imd to go to jail^ Xairab Shvifta 

*The vonl used is Saddar—rcfenncc ii jadbMy to thv 
Euecutlva wiag of die Gc^fiinminiti 
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never tailod to visit tbe jaiJ pveij nllcninte day Hnd 
provide Ghatjb Trith nil bu neceasitiea and reqoim- 
m&ntB. 

Acoiirdiiig to li&TiiAna Hali, GbaLib^a imprisKHimeni 
WD4^ llko that of a dekma. He rccDiFed food and dotbea 
from borne and was not eubjuctftl to any kind of buTMs- 
ment. Bat tho Teiy fact of ronTiction and impriflotmijeiit 
waB no le&B than a torture for a ^nasitivo son] Like that 
of GhaJib. ConCiKintnt in «n old btutdingp with men of 
crimo all aromid* wm hJbo bound to tell on hia nerve*^ 
Eridcnco of tkiB mentol pain and agony auffered by 
the pHMrt m roBected in a. long poem written by ium in 
ptiacin. The poem la roferrud to as Aairia—of impTiatai- 
mant—And ia regarded as ono of tho best pieeoa of 
GLalib, Tbs poem« whitb is in Paraianv compriae* &evr«Ei 
parte, eaeh baving 1^ voupletd. It givea a v'lTidaceoant. 
of hie arreetp, and oxperien(^€^ In prleon* Tho (icsonni 
liowerer, ia not without poetic licence and cxaggcxatlDA 
bcire anil thore^ Some writers In Urdu havo triisd to base 
their account of Ohalib's days in jail on thia poem. One 
of them baa, in written a nmall book on the nub- 

jotht trying to dkprovc vdik ^notatLana from tba poem 
the Btatcmcnl nf Maulatui Hall Llmt GJmHb*^B^imprisi>nm^cLfc 
waa like that of a dutenn and that be waa allawod to meet 
friendfl and raceive eiotbe# and food from bume. Thatj 
however, is too much to state on tlic basis of a poem 
ti lone. Jails a] most since their Incoption have allowed 
rclationa to meet conidctB and provide them with other 
amcnitlce etnbjeel to the pcrmiBalun of the Superinten¬ 
dents There la notiilng aurprlsing in Obalib being 
allowed the fadliUEs referred to above^ partieahkarly so 
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whcD the poet wnfl nndergeitig simple iropiiBtniiiient, 
Opdinairily convicts have to wew j^nil Dlotbes, bat with 
the influenoe wklded by Oholib and bis friends with the 
Oovemmetit nnthpritlica it ia quite pTobablc tliat GbslJb 
may have been allowed to wear bis own clotlie* and 
recEiva food froiii fluteide. 

According to the poem Ohaltb wna kept in a cell 
yarded by two men. An earthen lamp wn* kept oat* 
Kid« the door at night. He was unable to get my sleep. 
That appeals to bo tree besting in mind the fact that 
tbtiec Were Bummer tnnotha and Ghalib, lito other pfiao* 
uers, most havo been lotted op at night. Ex^pt for *lw‘ 
,—hot Bammor wind—There was no Bigti of brecto in 
hid celt. Tbo poet wa* happy that ho had, by his 
frnprigQwment, been freed from the worriee of food and 
clothing. Ec focla bitter abom; hia friendfl and acqttain- 
tanceft. lie tclla those oonvieted of the offonco of theft 
that faith ""d loyalty had dlHappoarcd froRi the city 
and that now ho voold like to be their confidant— 
mcamqg thereby that then? waa greater loyalty among 
them. To his friend* he says:— 

*'We were sworn to lovn and loyally. I am con¬ 
fident you stand by your vow. But yon have not 
cared to etffiia to me any day nor have you inquiiml H to 
how Ghalib fares. Any way let me know if yon are all 

well.If you cannot try for my rclcaBe, your piayor 

la enough for me. If yon have no heart in your ride 
and cannot foel my psfo SKooy* J™ 
a tongoe In your ch«k, and can luic it in prayer- 
AlthoDgb I do not deaerve being rernombemd alwayi, 
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you »licMild iraO]ctiinc^ temeiniter ibe at The poeticsol 
■ympoduMB/" 

The poet^ however^ mforB Tdth reepoct and aWee* 
tiDp Nai^ab Shoifta cooduert provided the 

nuLnn^LitD of solAoe and cotofort to him in hlR diAtrefiS^ 
Sayfl lie;—thould I bewail my sad Jot+ To s\mT€f 
my ^'Oee I EidTe Ood^fl blcasiog in thcr fora of a man. 
Tbero is a nobis in thii aity hoeauJei of whosfi sympathy 
1 have iBaJ.ii]£ijd mv worth, I am also auoh * picrion 
OB ifl being Joo^ied after by auch n powerful t t *** P i Aa 
Nawab Shnifta Khan is aharing my woes in thin EoJamity 
I Would not be sorry evon if I were to die. For now 
1 have my patrcifi"\ In anotbirr poem also Ghalifa tayi 
about Kawnb Shaifta:^^Kefore the wind ean coitv my 
wniJ from my comer in the pHsou he heart ft and he can 
read al] tny thoughts without my penning them^'* He 
never for^t hk debt to the Kawab. Ten years latitr 
when ShaJfta wm eenteneed to seven jeara" impriBon^ 
naent for hla nllegsd support of the *iniittDeer»“* 
Ghahb woiJ deeply grieved. FqH iinatcly. the ^^awab waa 
acquitted on appeal and ho went to etay with a friend 
in Meemt nft<^r hia releaso. Qbalib loot no time in 
ping to Mfserut, notwithstaading the hardships of the 
journey, his age and &ai1 health ns aloo tegardleoi of 
tho danger of hia fnoucriiig the diapleasore of tbs 
Qovomment for asaociating with snoh a suspect. 

The eiith section of hia poem — Aairla ogives expres- 

ejon to hia fenm ibont hia lot after release, Addtearing 

his friends he says: *'My Wend, I would hope for 

if it meant that I would not have my hand imilKr etono^ 
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But iti would not bs Atr. I would ooniinuo io be & 
priB4^«M' even aHeT my relee^e. My friend^ T do not rogret 
the ir&vnjla 1 hnvB gone tliroufb lO I to euitody of thn 
British. But 1 dread Itfe-IoBg Aftiir my 

rcIcEUK 1 can forget tto omellioii of my enomle*. hut 
the jKTB imd jibea of friendo would wcitind me like arrawi, 
Althongh I hnxv not been aimtenoer] to lifo^trop-iaoii- 
mentr yet 1 knife Bnch a fthtuik that I will now 

never Etpefienoe joy and happfneaa in life/* But lie 
wni confidedt that hifl talentH wonld not tie a Heated 
and that these trouklea might only help BhArpeii bla 
idtelleot 

After hlfl releikBe Ghalib abifted to the hotiat? of 
Miiihammed NAHiTuddiii alms Mian Kale. He jt^maiiied in 
a depTESMd atate of mind for quite aome thtit?. Soon 
after hia releuiae when lomcaoe eornplimeiited him on 
hiii freedom he retorted:—* Who the devil baa been relea¬ 
sed 1 First I Was Lmprfaoned by the While, now 1 
imprioonod by the Black (Kale in Itrdti meanA blackh 

Ghalib uonaidered his imprisonroeot as a 'blot' OQ 
his reputation. He felt It had greatly affected bts 
kanoar. So deeply pained nnd aggrieved was he that 
he felt like Itraving the eountry as la indicated in his 
letter tea friend: ''SinDe I take everything on I'otnmg 
from God and m» caniiDt fight the Almighty| I do not 
worry about tne past and ati content with the future- 
But to wish is not againat the Laws of faith and worship. 
It [S my wish that I shnnld not romain in IhLs warld. 
And if 1 must Htb* I shonJd not Uve in Tndia^ TTmre 
IS Rome, thisre ii Egjp^ llierc is Iran and there is 
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Baghdad. L«t thede aUo dpI be tbere» Thfire m 
KEtoba itecifp the fnfiige of tlie ffeOp the pUoooftho 
Ati*KIiid, ftad the abode of thd good-bearlod^ Let me 
aoH when T cah b* free from tba ImpfisoimenlF ^ trouble 
aod need, whioli ta more painful than sbe one 1 hme 
undergone^ and cmui go juimia the vjld without aoy 
portiodlar daiUnfttian, TbJe ia wbnt I have been through 
and ^hitit I desire^ 

That wofi the mood that eeb&ed him ooon after hii 
roleoae^ Ferltitiatelj it proved only a peoalng mood and 
did not much obstruct hk hterory aetivltiee^ 


Chapter VII 

With The List MaghnJ Emperor 

rheapondmcy nnd deepoir that gripped Gliftlib after 
^ his rdawe Urted but a 'wlule. Sooti ho becftme 
gcJd purged Of iU droM. The pain and agony be bed 
goao through, the jibe* and Je®a that he had faced 
made him take on a new depth and abed hia fal» hC^ 
□f dignity and ndf-reapeot na a Moghid noble. Oradn* 
ally realiiation gmw on him that hia real wa^ lay m 
hia art and not in hia ronnectinnB with an iEuatnona 
dynasty. That onsde biro devote all the more atteDticai 
to tho devalfiproant of bis talimte and facultiei. 

Poriuno, too, for once appeared inclined in his favour. 
In leaa than two yean of hii release, Ghshb ont 
only aueceeded in removing the laat Moghnl Emperor ■ 
displeasure against him but alao got titles from the Court 
find his appointment as official liistorian. His new 
connections made the poet revert to Crdu. sinw 
that VOS favoured ronoh more tUan Peraian by iba 
Emperor. 

Ghslib’e presentation to the Emperor, Bahadur Shah 
Zafsr, «una through Kola Sahib, the Eropemr^s reh* 
ginns pricst-Peer. He had aooeafi to the enort for ^ 
but had not had a fonmal presentation. His 
with the Emperor hod been strained os he had “ 
lent support to tho move made by Empetw Akhar 
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SIi^. tbe Seoana. for hnving his wodd aoii Prmti* 
Sahm recogniMd by tbe ^ to bkn in 

priBf«reaae to the Heir-Appart-nt Bahndiar Sh*h Zalhr 
on the grduad of the Jnttor being wmewhnt light^ 

thoae (laj? <KjmpoB^d a 
QMidft to prafso nf tho Bmperor in-srhfeh be hftd al*o 
Pimce SflJIm calling him fit to be the Emporof 
offcbo irorld bytfaining. Perhaps Jtafar'a love and 
»SWd for'^tiq' were reepoasible for Ohalib's opposition 
to h^. The proposal was. howoTer, tomed .lown by 
the Bntuh and Zafar ancceeded his father « the 
Emperor m 1837, He did not forget OhaUb'a rek 
•IT Qaada and the pc«t had to express ie*rota «nd 
apology to the Emi^ror in several Qaaidaein an 

rcaolt. Zafar contmned to akfavotn- hie pn?«ntaffofl to 

h™mr eapacity. The 

bosWitj towards him nf the Emperork nobisa nod the 

R>ni.kui»ato Zonq »lso ohstmeted Ghaljbk efforts 
to ™ to the Court, Zaoq and others, it is said, 
wonld belittle Ghalib before the Empomr. and alto 
«tKer elitn volume of hie Urdu work- 

Diwan-E-GhnJib. 

"T™ Imperial Court Ohnlib wm not 

_ loti his suppartors. Among these were the Emperor*! 
a«tDr Ahtoam,pd.IktUa Hakim Alisan Ullab Khan 
^ar-nl-Maham and Ida religion head ManUno Naair- 
Bd^ alma Mian KaJe Sahib, Through Mian KaJo 
Sahib he gBtoed ace™ to the Emjieror. That wan eoon 
after ^ release. Bcfc that meitnt only bis recitbg Qaaidaa 
and Ghazale and getting gift, ^d fawarda in appreciation 


fVith Th^ loii Moghul Emperat 

no? and Kf> tltl^ dt bmioiirE were ccnferrEMl 

nor any pffcrwL But theaCp too^ werp not long La 
ociming* And tlie oiAn mitnuDental In the poet^ii getting 
waa the RdjbI Doototr Hakim Ah wan ITlLah Rho^n, 
Zafar had an idea of getting an CiiG&cia] kiatofy pf lha 
Tima? dynasty written^ and hi» Bnotor, a gra&t adminef 
pf GhaiiVa Femiim prose, reeomtnandod the poefa mm* 
for ihv job. And Mian KaJe Sabtb, Id all prohabhity 
tedt foil aapport to the pfuposaJ^ 

Gbftlib appented before the Emperor on July 4, 
IBSO^ He waa addressed by ^Zafar' as Njiiim'iid''I>aiiIa 
DsbET-al-Malik NLzatn Jungp vrhkb beesms his offidaJ 
title. The poet wna formally rotomifiiilDDed to writs the 
histoiy of Timur dynasty. A etanj of Rapeea sii 
hundred per anumn was fl^ed as Ida remunsratlpn. He 
WAS also directed to be given a cloak of honour oompri^ 
sing sLe pieeea with three jewels. Although tbs oMrial 
historian^ GhalDi^a job wns to be literary in the main. 
Research into the subject^ or oollsetlon of material 
were to be imne of his heod-aeheSi ftespoosihility for that 
was ssfllgaed to MaMm Ahsan JJll&h Klian aBstated by 
other Court offldslfl* Gholib was required only to repro- 
duos them Ld proper form in PersiarL 

The intention was to prepare a history of the Moghtihi 
beginning with Timurlano and concliiding with 
Bahadur Shah Zafar. In lass than six months' time 
Gballb hmshed the wtirk upto the time of Zahiraddin 
B&bor. In another tbree monthi—by Marah 1851—he 
covered the period npto the exile and return of 
Hamaynn, But now the Emperor ehangwd his mind. 

SI 
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^ want«J tho hi.rtf.ry to begin from'tlw beginning 
of the world’. Hakim Ahftm Ullfth K\mn prepared the 
r nL J<^ngia Jthim and eent it qd 

to Qholib. The poet tmiulBted the work into Pemiut 
nad prefaced it with a chepter prepared by himaeK 
Since the whole pkn had undergone a change Q ha lib deci¬ 
ded to bring out the work in two volumea mder the title 
Fartewtan—The first Tolntnc was to be called Mehaf-i- 
Nfienirrja—The Sun at Noon—and the aecood Mah-j- 
Neem Mah^Tho Moon in the middle of the month 
CFuD Moon). The first tdIutoc would cover the period 
opto ^ inciu^g the times of Hnmaytin while the 
^ a^icoaiit of the timee 
wonithc Kign of Akhar opto the last Moghul. 


V June 1832, the history wm finished upto the time 
Jei^a Khan. But now Hakim Ahean Ullah Kiban 
wmed to hare become somewhat Ian in him work. 

Eight or nine monl ha no matortal wn# 
„ *** hnlib. It was with great difficuFty that 

OMlib aueceedod in pcoeuring the nerMsary material 
without further delay and completed the first volume 
MeharJ-Neemroz ij, August 18&4. The volume wwi 
pre^n t to the King tm the occaasion of Id.ul-Bakar 
in ^pteml^r 1834. Ghalib mentiana this in Iiis Ibltcf 
to Munahi hmbi Baksh Haqir in the following tenne:— 


"I did not write a Qaaida on the ocouicut of this Id- 
iMtead r prosontod a finiahod bound volume of the 
^ory at the Imperial Court. As for the hietary, it 
di^ not have the same form as before. Previously it 
began with Amir Timur row it begins with Adam 
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and evolation of the rmiYcnae, 1 haYo givoa the 
book the title of ^'Partofitan', and hoYt divided It into 
two votniiLOfl, The from the beginning of the world 
npto the tiiDea of HomaTiin, to be c^djed Mebard-Neemroa 
and the aecondn covering the period firdlD the leign of 
tfahii^nd^din Akbckr lo the preecnt Einpemr. to be titled 
Idchiir^i-Netni Mah. Mehar-i-Ncemroz ie finished oiKi has 
been preHcnted to the Emperotf^ I would now wnit 
Sfehar-i-Keem Mah if life proves faithfni to me. I huiTe 
been isfined a eertifiizate of merit ejrpreesing the King^s 
pleaffure at my work. 1 regard it os a cl^ak of hononr 
and a jagir*" 

As for bis role as a hlRtodiui^ OhaEb Md earJkr 
written Id someone who had addresEed hlin certuin 
questions connected with history: “l am anrha etrangcr 
to Oiatory and Mathematics that I cannot even unilcr^ 
stand thom^ The Coort offlciali prepare the materjoJ 
from various books In Urdu and &end it to I 

translato it into Foralan and return it to thoiq« 
I do not have a singla book (of history) with me. Mj 
worth lies only Ln that I can write prose and vcirw 
according ro my ability, J mm no blatorkn.'" 

The book wma published mxm aflar jbi piesentatkia^ 
It was katiod by Fakhar-ul-Mmtba early in and 
was pneed At Rupee cnop The second volomup 
howeve^^ never got fiaubodp Ferhiipfi Ghimlih was not pzo^ 
vided the neces&sry mmiartiJ by Hakiin Ahamn Uilali 
Khatip or perhaps the Emperor did not onc-otirmgc the 
project. Mehar'i-Noemin^^ had been piepami by Gbalib 
in 1 highly literary and mvalved style wJdeh wm0 nut 
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iQuali Ukocl hy Tho book from the poifit of 

view of A hielorlAU ftiiw does not h^ve mveb merit. It 
is outstanding neither in rese&reh nor in prefioatntiacL 
But the real blsme for tbnt dbouM lie with the Court 
ofGcinii nnei not -Ghtillb^ since the poct’a role in the work 
wse prinlarllj that of a irnnslator and not a hifitorlan. 

But GhAlibis stars were now rJeBnitel^ in Aac^nilcnce. 
Nolwitbstaiiijing hh shorten mfngii &9 a hJatorion and 
writer in pwpect of Mehar-i-NeemroE he gained sloailliy 
increasing cjmhdence of members of the EojiJ 
family. His outstanding talents as a poet were msrinlj 
responsible for that. Early in ISM the Heir-apparent to 
the throne* rateh-ul'Malak Mir^a Mpbammad Sulun 
OhuJam Fakhar-nd-din Kaim nlisfl Mirzn Fakhru 
boeame his pupd and Rs. 400 per annum were hxed 
aa the poet’s remutveratlon. The youDgest son qf the 
Emperor, Ptince Mirra Khizar Sultan soon folbwed 
suit. And Che same year Nawab Wajld All Shah of 
Lncknow also sanetjoned an allowance of Ra. 600 In 
apprecifitjon of the poet^a talenbi aa rehcetud in bis verBC 
recited at ihe Court in Lueknow. Gbalib^s corme^tloiiB 
with the LiiE!know Court which began years earlier 
brought the p«t scunc reward only in 1S52, MauloDa 
Syeed Mobacnnmd, a Coiirt noble enjoying the ccuiOdence 
of Kawftb Wajld Aii Shah, helped Ghallb gain a poBition 
of honour in Lucknow^ 

After Zauq'a death in November IBMp Gholib 
became even the Eni[Keror'u tutor m a way. He wonld 
rcTiK Zafir^e work and effiaet the iHfceosaiy^ correctkinfi 
or impmrmncnta, Altbough never awarded the title 


94 


^Ff/A The Lasi MQghui Empcf&r 

of lljLljLk-ul'jSboam (tho king cf pqet«)^ blB acIuelI pogitiaii 
was no leai tboJi ihnt ut Foet^Iimr^ate^. In fact he w£l« 
closer to the lihrone^ snd enjoyed greeter fon^rliarily with 
the Boyut ciceupatit than any other poet bad before^ not 
excludiog Zjiuq. 

Za.fAT*e iieifodatirn had n Leslthy influence i: n GhnNb. 
Tho Ezeperor wm di'foody religious and deeply 
interested in inyiitie thought and verse. Tliat flrt'd the 
poet's imagkiatirjn and made him delve direp into the 
fubjeirt. Mystic trend of bia verse becemes prtmoiinred 
after hia issociatjcju with I bo Co art* By he 

appoarB to have gained vlrtna! maslery of the sobject. 
His introduction to Mufti Himlal^s book on myatii* 
work and thought, written tho iiniuo year at the instance 
of the Emperor^ \b a brlUiont wort. Aceerding to 
Bali "none ever ciprcBsed auch lofty myatfc! ideas in melt 
due Urdu prose and with such dignity and fines» sta in 
thin rntroduction. not has one done that smcc/^ 

The aasociatioD with the Contf also made him return 
to Urdu. Ko doubt Jie wrote several Qasidaa #ind some 
Ghoznia in Persian also but most of his verte during thb 
period is in Urdu os that was favotntd by the Emperor. 
He vToie several Qoiiiidaa in Urdu In prune of ihe 
Emperor and tho princeSp The most important woi^ how- 
ever« consisls of hie Ohozals. Th^ It a marked diflirenre 
between the Ghuzals of this period and those writtni 
twenty years earlier. They have a uniqlie fimphetty 
and charm of their own but nor at the expense of depth 
and greatneas of thought, Qn the contrary simplitity 
of the language and atylo only enhance the grealneas of 
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tbc work. Besides, the poet disidaye a deliphtfid 
amalgwa of wit and humour. He does not mma 
DTokine * Ittugh at hiicKlf. In faet at plnces he appewe 
to take delight in haTing « laugh at his 
But the most ontetaniliiilE characteristic of Ghazals 
of Ihia period i» the breadth of the poet's TiBlon ^d 
depth of hia thought. Thera la hardly an aspect of Me, 
woiporal, or ethereal, which rctnaijiB untouched. Maximuin 
of thought in the minironui of wonia ia their hnU-mark 
They bring solaeo, cheer, and joy to the reader. There 
ifl matter of interoat for all wi^ih varied tastes. 

Some uf the moat outetanding Ohatala of the period 
are : 'To bed my love was not my happy lot,';' 
after all a heart not hriek or fltnnef 'After losing hi* 
heart to one why should oite plaints »ld seek; 
but only a few M rostsi and HIicb du i ^ 

world for jud is but a child's play: With a frivolous show 
du tkighli add day.^ 

And It was not only in hii verse that he diapkyed such 
equanimity and maturity of thought. In hie imI hfo 
also he displnytKl both these qualities in no siriiul 
meirture. He could laugh at ‘the plight of his own hc^ 
and take a plUIoeciphical view of the tragedies 
The elegy written on the death of his nephew Arif in 
1852, and the ono written about some unknown Moved o 
hia BottM) thirty years earlier show the development 0 
Ghalih's mind. The piece about Arif displays the post * 
characteristic hnniour, freahneaa of thought and eqouni- 
mity. The elegy written thirty year* earlier refierts a 
mind completely overwhelmed by grief. Ferhajw tim* 
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had bltmtcd the edge cif grl&f and won for hljn or porimpi 
their C£o«ib had made them Iohs their eting—beiirlag out 
the truth of hia own quatrain : 


‘Woe ecaeea to be woe 
If it does Tnm n oft hound ; 

6o many my difficnltiefl^ )u E 
They haFo their own lolution fouud,^ 


Bat the early dayH of hia life at the Court wi^re 
not m plsaJjint- BdattoHB between him and Lbe Puut- 
1 laureate Zauq had been uneaey far yeara and it toak 
fiOOEidfrable time and cieroioo of groat restraint on 
hia part to oofton them* Early in IS51 he w^oa involred 
In fl cloak with Zouq over what 'm known &m the 
•Sobra incident'. Ohalib wroto a Sohru—a form of a 
QoAido read on tbo occuaioii of marriage in praiaa of 
the orDamentol headgear, eoUed Sehra, worn by tho 
bride-groom, the loot eotiplet of which threw a cLalIcngo 
to anyone to write h hotter piece* The couplet trans¬ 
lated literally read : npprerlate vorflo and mo not 

supporters of Ghollb^ but let us see if imyone con compoflo 
a better Sekra than ihis*'* The dig woe cjbTiously at 
Zfluq who took it ill and io did the Emperor who 
aaked Zauq tn write AnoihoT ‘Selira' accept iug the 
challenge^ The poet wrote that on the tptA and had 
his hit at Ghnlib in h&st couplet which read : 'Jtead 
this nnt to those who claim to be eonnoiosenra of the 
art of wrse and tell them that this is the way h&w 
the eoin proem of vfu™ writ* a Sehrm, ZauqV '^bra^ 
gained wide cturenoy in the diy with thoaiippf^rt of Zofar* 
Fo&ring that ha might iunnr the displciiaura of 
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tho Emperor, Ghnlib wrote an apoloKF Baying thal for 
hundred generatiwn Holdiery hivd been the prafcaaion of 
his family and tbn poetry was noTex cfltiHdtrcd by h™ 
a mcoDB to bonoor* “It ih by acoiilcnt Ibat somelhioB 
liertinent oeeare in the last oonplet otherwiae I hare no 
mtention of aoTcring my relation* of love. That I should 
even entertoiu an idea of pifking up a qBarrel with the 

Emperor'* tutor is far beyond my ccrtiraBo, praweas, or 
strength. QiU me a btaek-face if I have Bomeoim in mind ; 
for I am not light-headed, wild or mad. 1 am a free and 
peiiw-ltiving man and have no quarrel with or enmity 
towards anyonm” Incidentally Ghalib by hi* Sehra be* 
came it* innovator in Urdu langiiBge, Ko Sehraa had 
been written in Urdu before, Bcilb Gbalib'i and Zauq * 
Sehnu were composed in connecUon with the morriagB of 
prince Jttwan Bolibt, younger bob of ibo Emperor, 

With the parta(» of time bis rektiona with Zauq 
improved while tho» with the Emperor became inciea- 
uiiigly friendly, rather intimate. In I«h3 when a romniir 
spread that Zufar had embraced tbo Bliia fleet of Islam 
GfaaUb wrote at the last Moghul’e umtance a Peraian Maa- 
navi—Damahh-ol-BatQl—in deniuicialioO of the rumnmv 
mongere. He also wrote a prefatory note to the Emperor • 
booh, 'Haqiqat-E-Marhab Ahli Sunnat Vo Al Jamait 
empliaHaing and 'praising Zafor’a unaluihable faith in iIm 
S unni scot. Bevcrol of hia piooea in lighter ndtain hear 
tefltimony to Ghalib** intinmto relatiODB with Zafar, un¬ 
claimed by any other poet at the Court previously. Blaoy 
of theae relate to Boiaa—foBta in Bamian—in whitb 
Ghalib expreaoea his inability to obaarve since he Jackfl 
oomfortfl at home and doe* not have anything to oat 
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«cept the fj«t. Thpis u bUo & Qaaitk in ptuHo of Uuf 
Emperor plcedtag for poynwnt of monthly n-muneratjon 
to him SB fl^ainat the aufltantBry bj-niuiTial payments 
•'fllnco he hod to Jfvr on hatis and iho creditor 
cUuDcd GDo-tbiid of hia mniioiTAtioti by way of in- 
twest alone.’' The Jmt eonplet of the QaBida fonoj » 
famoua ijootaticin in Urdu meantog “May you live a 
thoOMfld yaire Jong with each year liaving fifty ihouamid 
daya". HbIi givM an fnfccrtfltEng uioedolje inbia bcjok 
'Ifadgar-i-flhfllib’. The poet waa hating a wnfk tiith 
Zafar in a wetioo of the Royal garden with mango trees 
laden with ripe fruit of the eboioest quality maorYed 
for the use of the RtiynJ himily alone. Chalfb looked inten¬ 
tly at the fruit as ho waUtecL JJafnr asked him wlut it 
was that attracted his such close attontioo. Tfae jxjat 
repliedIt is said tJiat cash grafn of com Jus the 
tmmo of the powon to whom it belongs irrit on it. I 
am trying to find nut if anyone of these nubgoes has 
my 7101110 ™tt 0 n cn it. *thif Eiopcmi- and Iiad 

a h^et-ful of mtujgoes sent to him. Clulib would 
rewive other dishw and prepaiatlons of the Imperfat 
cnSsliie also from time to tianeB 

Birly m 1857 begun Glinllb'tf coDRertm nf irlth the 
Court at Rampnr, These eamie through Maulvi Pajud 
Huq, a friend of Ghalib, who had moved to Eumpur 
het-AUSe of the patronogu cxtCDdcd to art und literature 
hy Nawab YuBuf Ail Khan, the mleT. Kawab Vosuf All 
Khan also aorepted Ghalib as his guide in the tsompo- 
sition of T«M. The poet aeut a copy of his Diwao. 
with pieces ootbpoaed up-to-date to the Kawab and 
this tmahled publication of later edilioiis of tJw iHwaa. 
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copies of tii work in the libntfim of Nawab Zianddin 
Rod ?fawab HneaBin Miraa havipif heen deetrojed 
daring Un 5 Sepoj apheavel. The eoonertioBN with the 
Courl Bt Barapur provtid of great help to OliB a 
ih^ Sepoj up^ieavel of 

Around iho "amc beginning ot hia 

tiohs with lie Conrt nt aampur, Ghalib tried to fit*hdi» 
bin futaro peeition «Ub Hie BriliPh rukn. Hu C <«« 
eonneotlooB with aeveral British effieialB ennhkd lom 
nlcerlv to sec tl at the fniiire of the lIoghalB in India wbb 
fie^Ied, Aa early aa in IB57 an attempt wnamada^ 
nerauadp Zafnr to relinquish Wa righta vls-a-vh the East 
Tfidia Company, but the Moghul, obHiimte aa he wa* 
fk-aaite Lift age. dculined to oblige. In IBS4, 
elded that after Zafor the Eoya! funiily voald rtay in 
the jieifihbcuirhood of Qutub Slinnr and H'ot in * 

Fort. Two veani latw in I85fi, fiwd deoisJotl to end the 
Moghul Rule in India wa« taken. BimultimPiJ^ with the 
rccoKnitiDU of Mina Quveah as raccetiBor to Zafar, it wna 
made known that the future ruler will not bo irtylcd ai 
■Eniperor' hut only ae ‘Prin«\ Hie penaion amount was 
also proposed to bo onnaiilertbly wduci'd., All 
Ghalib, too, hare aomeaerioua thoughts bis fut - 

An obvioya enur^ to cumin! ccBtmuwice cif hia e o t ^ 

and lu:rury after the end of the Moghtd rate umn«d Ju 
be to entrench lumaulf In the good bmka of U» 

Conicqueotly he compoflcil a Qaaida in ^ 

praise of Queen Victoria of Britain and nent it to Her 
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througli th^ iddum Gcr^mcFr-CxfDi^al in IB55- Alotig 
witb it h& made a rcpi^senti&tiaii to mmar^h for 
th« award of & 'aoitBLilo tltli^, nlaok of tonovr and 
pcoi^iun.' Th^ petiifoia sold tlint fi[nce ft hun bI^^n a r-HdtoiD 
with tlio mlera «f Iran^ Homn and Beverat dtli>5r oountrlc« 
%a iJonfer titl^a and liciooars on men of teitera wriUog 
m tht^ir (iraiae \ treigh them in goldp and heap pearls 
and prneioua Btorir# on tbeaii, thin poet who hna !it>r-R 
eonvpniing Torse in firalao of the English roler of [b|<? 
praya that he be aunJlarly hfniotirod with the award qf 
title^ cloak of honour and peruicjn,'^ 

GbaUb tccdTed a reply ffura ^[r. RoBSEil-Brook 
toworda the end of Tjannary IR57 which aaid that a 
dodfllon in regard to his petition few title and mho of 
honour would be token after making duo iuriinirieff in the 
matter^ ThiM ifeezned to tho poet to be more than the 
usual arknowledgement frum tb° Ooini ollSeiab and held 
out viaiona of a bright future for But that whj 

not to he. Hia clsje of pr€S|ieritj wrero jfmilnally 
drawing to a elose^ Nawab Vfa|id Ali Shall witi drjioied 
in F^'bruary' IS&S, taken from Luekiiow to Calcutta 
and detained thera. With that eainr tn a nu^jt I is 
pentJon from the Court of Lm-know, Prinen FakhrUp 
Heir-apparent to the throne p was struck bj the eruel 
hand of fate on July 10» I and died of rhniera. That 
ended his ahnwanee ss the Prlfiee^s tuUN?. Oceasionn] gifia 
and grunts firom the Court nf KampLir ntude poor reeom- 
penoc. And then came an unexpected sliaLtering bloie 
to all his hopes of getting hanouxi. and ^lURBion from the 
English Qneen. On Maj 10* 1&57 began the Indian Sepoy 
uphoaTcJ width brought in its woke for GhaJib^ untold 
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miMinry &nd Affiktion uiakiiig turn vipciricAiw Uie 
Hell cwd daftth in lUb."' 



When- Ghalib DJcd 



A Utile dSftfniK’s# ojJT Ctmmtnt Ckcvk juxt around ifte 
where Goli Qitsfm Jwt /Adiiij oj^ from S^fUrjNtraat tfattdi 
(jhalib^S itr whee^ he bnraihtd hie hut,, 





Chupicr Vin 

The Sepoj^ Upheard And Aftef 


I^KLHI fell to the rebel contiogento of Amy 

^ from Meerut on May 11, 1657. And wilb iliat Ml 
Ghalib'i star from its ptopItEoua podtaon. puttmg an 
end to hla income from tlao Court aind enforcing on him 
virtual canfincment at hifl plaoo. Tliia despite tlie fact 
that the poet'a benefactor and employer. Bahadur Shah 
Zafar, had been prociaitned Emperor of India by tbe rebel 
troopa. 


Tbe rnboli brought deatli and destruction w\th them 
not only for the Britiflk resadenta of Delhi but also for tliek 
friends" They plunged the Europeall quarleis in a blood¬ 
bath, miwMcrlPE men, iromcn and chUdfrn without 
the ilightcet compunction, and lootit-g their property. 
In respect of the loot even wealthy Indian noble* ere 
not fpared. In many cases after egll^eting the ralunbles 
they set the houses on fire. And thertafter Ibcj msrehed 
on tbfl Red Eord, in a wild soreaminE linnle. denmndltig 
audience with the last Moghol and proelEumlng Wm the 
Emperor of India^ 

A rivid account of happeninga in Delhi from May Ih 
1&$7 to AtfgDBt 1, IfiliS iB‘lefl Kv Ghalib to hw book 
"Dastwibo’'. finrt publipW in November 1S38. Tbl» t» m 
nntobiagnipliical nccoant of hte experienw*, h» di®roUi« 
ud tribnliition* as nbo of atitold macs and tmnblM bo- 
fnlling bii friend*. Tbe nceoont begin* with the fall of 
Delhi. The poet writes with bittemm and p»bi about 
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the committed hy the rebels ; their brutal knlOng 

of tltn innotent nhildrci]. muitlor of the detlcatp* beautiful 
woimen ; and mintftftfre o! the Eugbfihmpn. Auioug the 
BfUiub Te«idents of Di-Jhi murder^ by these ^‘"blftek-fjjoDci 
blacks" ftB he ealJs ibt tebela, ""pomotme wan my friend^ 
some my pupil + flome my bfmofactof and eoino tlie repo^ 
Bitory of my hope^". wrote Qbalib in a letter to a friend 
after the city was reconquicred by tJie British on 
September Ihj 1B57^ 

'*Tbo Indian Army entered the mty on Moy [ U 19n7”, 
writea Glmlib in hi* book Dfiatunbo, -'And that very day 
T boLted th& door of my hmit& from inside nnd stopped 
mcwiDg out/" ^Haolanji Hali iiIpio Rayu the same b his 
biography of the poet apparently relying on this pitate* 
ment. It !&# hofrtrveri unsafe to accept this eit*tni 3 ient 
ILB tr!iP+ It is falsified by the poct^s own statEineiit to 
the Nnwttb of Bampur and aJiao by the necounta left by 
bis contempomrit^s. In hda letter to Nawnh Mohaniiusd 
Ynsnf All Khan of Rampur GhnJib writes t ^‘During this 
nplitavnl (the Mutiny) T drew myself Asides liut fearing 
that snddrn sevnriDg of relations may breed suwpicbni 
urn! endanger life and proiserty* T pretended to be a 
friend although in reality I oomplttciy dissociated mypclf 
from them and was indeed ft strajiger/* 

In fart there m rrawn to bcliove that he Gontimied 
his ojfttiiclfttroa with the Euiperor- Ht- Tisiled the Cuurt 
anti recited verse, thdugb snub cKreasioDi were indeed 
rsTO, His bockp Dastanbop howev€r, kaTcs one In no doubt 
an to whero bis sym pathics lay. They wero certainiy imt 
with the robels, Od the oontxary he wits vehemently 
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npfioBcd to Ihtiiu. Perhaps autiag on ll« priiwsiple that 
diBcretioa ia better part of ntroor, he refrained frem giving 
expresaion to htB real fcvlinE®, nr perhaps being uncertam 
ahnut ton ultimate outeoine of the »ln>le thtng 

tried to enflui* hia fntnrt' “ten'-rta by pretending to be 

B friend of the Empetnr of the Tilifls. Bnt as frf 
the Emperor, he lisd no doubt iu hia mind about his real 

pOiitLODs 

Bahadur Shah Zafar was only an Emperor In name 
&r the rebels. He was not their real rtiler- “Rebels 
irare the victore and the Empetor, the conquered wertra 
Qhnlih. He was a mere figntc-hoad: the high ■oundiag 
Bfnamental title Iwing wmfeiTrd on him to Berve as a 
eemrnting force for a Letetocentoua maafl, a ranying-pomt. 
He was not Ihoir maeter, bnt in their bands, Thia dea- 
criptioo of Zafar’a relatiooB with hk *Anny' ia boma ont 
by tha Etnperor’a atatemeat made after the retouqncsl 
of Delhi that hr oaa not tlip master of hia free will during 
the period and that he wm compelled to net as the rebels 
wanted. He wna indeed helpIcBi ajid conid not, in fBlrncSf« 
be calk'd to account for the note he was charged with. 

The Sepoy npbeavel broiiglit pmonnl tragedy for 
Gbalib. His wife—fearing that thoLr hoiuc tnay al« be 
liwted^Bcnt all her gold niid other valuablcB to the bDOse 
nf Mian Kale Sahib, in the ht*iic 1 bat On y would be safe 
there. BJ tbe rebels would not da re nokle toe Banetily 
of the reBidruD* of aucb a rinowncd prkat. Sbe did^ it all 
quielly, not even taking her huaband inw confidei^ 
Her bopai. however, provad but vniiti Mian Kale Sahib ■ 
house was alao mvagod and along with bia goodt went 


105 


GhaUb^The Mm And Hit Vtrse 

•UthoTBlBBbleBofGlwHbVhauw. The pwt b^d Boti- 
ing but clothea bid] utenaQs Jeft to fall back upon—J» 
wrote later tbai tw was "eating lua doihiu”—eefling them 
to meet fai* neede. BcHidea thit loea of property, Ghaiib 
lost hia younger hnoihcr, Mlnta Tuauf, who had been 
meotalJy derattged for yejUB. Aecordinj^ to one account 
® abot dead by the Bniiah troops bm aroarding to 
Ghalib he died of ilbiew on October IS. after havii^ been 
confined to bed with feTer for £to days, 

Dastajibo" giTTS but a brief account of events in 
^Ihi from May 11, I8fi7 to Septcjulwr 15, 1867 the dav 
Brttiah troops laid aiego to the dty, congnering it 
thriM daya later. Hardly five or aU pages ecTer this 
perJ^ of fotir TOOntha and four days. Major part of 
heb^ deals with the experiences of the poet after 
the British reranqnct of Delhi. It is possihlr that 
i wrote a detailed aeoonnt of the period when 
tlu- City under the rebels bot thought it nnwiie to 
include it m tiie book when it was aent for publicatipp. 

If the fall ofDelhi to the lebrla farougfat death and 
demotion to the Enropeana, its rcronquest by the 
Bntish spelt on less misery and afflletion for its popn- 
partieularly the MnuJimt Tie whole city turned 
mto a east prison where fear and terrtur reigned supreme. 
Mnst of the emioenr Miiglims fled in tcrtof. Thair 
property was dcclarrd forfeit to the !3late. Hundreds 
wort TOnnded up and scores were hanged piiblioJv lo 
Binke awo and dread in the hearts of the erring supp^rtem 
of the rehclp. Several of their houses were raxed to the 
groond. Tl» city was yirtnaHy under jnartial law and a 
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fiioTDUgh cbock of tbo ftfitflofldentfi of tho citiama waft 
candDct^ to fmd out tba guilty duriiig tho period the 
city was Under tbo rfbels and award them eiemplnTy 
pnnjahnientfl. Tho Tjatorioua troopst iuclndiikg contingeiitA 
of tho liidlnu Arn^j from the PtiDjabi c^hkhltod aa mneh 
enthuaiaeirk in coDfioting the spaLlfl of viotory aa the 
irobeJa had dexte oo their triuniphaDti entry ha the ditf. 
Among the victinw were many of Ghti^Ub'e oJose Iriendt 
and oaaociiLtes iJthough the poet hlniAclf escaped uaharm- 
«d end uxnnoleeted. 

GhaUb deBcrihoa the traTaOa and iribulatioEti of 
the citizens fodowlmg the ra-entry of the Bridtth troopa 
in Xhtlhi with feeling and emotion, l^one dortid movn 
out ofbia urea for fear of being shot dead. No food 
waa available in Ihe market^ In fact there wad no 
market worth tho name. And on top of that^ people in 
U]s locality-BalLimaran-ran abort of water^ There wore no 
wella near by. For two dayi and two nighta they went 
without water and fcxKL FortnDately for tbrtn^ 
on the third day« Maharaja Narendar Singh of Patiala 
who bad Hakim Mahmud Kliau and hia brotherB oa 
hJs family doctem, ord E-red some of hia txoop# to the 
locality to stand guard over tho property of Elakiiu 
Mahmud Khan. Their aFrival helped allay the fears of the 
inhabitontfl. They alao secured pcrmiBaioD to go opto 
the eud of tho street in peareh of water^ They foond 
only a well of saline water hut even that was conHider^ 
ed a blessing aithoogh that ooold not satisfy anyone. 
Fatalist oe ever^ the poet oasured the people that they 
need not lose hope *^for the AH-providing will net forsake 
ns'\ He urged them to bare faith In God. ^'And 
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accordingly/^ records Ghallb, *iioir prayers w^re graritadi 
Tlie aky became PTcroBBt Trjtli rain-Taden r^louds^ 
Soon big dropa canoe down. It mtncd beavily. People 
cobeoted their uteDEilBp put ibem under ehecti of Lloth 
which they held abo^e^ nxid qccDched their thirst with 
thi» elixir of life*' 

Notwithfltonding the prcAsaoe of troops from Patiala 
GhaLib did not eseapD a brush witJi the mllitarj 
nnttiotitics. On Oct^jber eome British troops entered 
the locality Healing the BTUTounding wall anil headed 
straight for Ghalib'^di Tiuiuo oa tlirujgh. directed by Provi¬ 
dence According to the poet they did not touch any¬ 
th ing but took hlm^ and twn sons of Arif bealdca some 
of the ncighboara, straight to the Eavcli of Qntob-ud-diii 
Sandagar before Colonel Brown* The obje^ woa to 
prepare a record of the localities with inhabt* 

tints. 

Sorprjjted by bis Iranian attire Golotiel Brown asked 
Gliallb whether he was a MtinUm. Prt^mpt repliiMl the 
poet: am a hfllf-Moflllm," When the Colonel ex¬ 

hibited further surprise Gliolib explninod : ^ Sahib I 
take wJtlo but I do not eat [lurk/* He then cissitred 
Coiomsl Brown of Hlfli loyalty to the British and showed 
him his correspondonee with Qnoen Victoria for the 
grant of a title and robe of honom When the 
aakfid him if t hat wor^i so then why had hft not come 
to the lijdgs wberu all the BrltiEh troofia imd their 
supporter^ were gathered before laying eiogo to Delhi, 
Ghalib repLed r 
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•’The rcb^lfl woald ttot l<?t anyoDt- go out* lio^t doold 
I then cotno therB ? Ereo if on ffomts pretext nr ibe 
other t wtsTo sMst to iucttb out I wonld bftVB been shot 
&t by ihif sentry on duty at the Kidgo the moment I 
reached noar and came within Im range. Let m Bceept 
that the rebels would let mo mo^ out, and the White 
would not ahnot me* Bnt then have a look at me and dJa- 
cciTer the tmth* I Jam an old man, bard of hrafinii and 
stricken ftt the feeti. neither fit for battle nc^r worthy 
of consultation. I eould only pray* And pray I did 
oeen here* Moreovor I was an officer of four planqmn- 
boarers. They all ftirsook me.*^ 

Colonel Brown lataghcd and ordered tlie party to bo 
OKiorted hack to their houaeB. 

Deficribing the inddent in hts book DfiJitafibo GhaUh 
WTites : ''It is nine t for free men to nine eai the truth. 
I—a half-Mnalim—am aa &ob frum the fear of di^graHs 
and ilbrepulo as I am of the CTastciini and ways of the 
sect. For a long tiino it had hcen mj habit that I woidd 
not take anything hut "French* ot nigbi* and if 1 did 
not get that 1 could not nJeep eithm’- Had Jiot God- 
fearing* large-hearted, manly Mahe*h I>as lent mo 
Indian wine rimikr to the "Freneb* in wfont 
better in iU smeU. I eould not have awviwd ibo« 
dijE.” 

Thom were indsjtd Jmni dii3*E for Ghallb, Having loat 
tO Ilia valupbla tlinjuBli the foDy of hit wife, and dJ 
Bonroea of Ilia incoraa through tto craeUy of Henvwui. be 
had nothing but hia olDlhcH la fhU baci upon* He 
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had iiol only to t&ke c&ro of Jiimwif, bid. wifo and 
HE>r\-iiDt 9 btifc bad alscs to look dfur-f othem whom ho hdpad 
in ddyi better off. Qballb writMa t '*In th-oae dayfl of 
j>eiiary f ate np aU my elotheH* coTioTlngB and {■dtpeta. 
While others woaid eat bread I wonid eat cilothefl/' 
la despair he adds later in the book : "How long dhall 
1 tronble my pea in wnting ibid ebild's play {Dastanbo). 
In riew of the pteaenl ixmditiDnil, life can epd either La 
cidjitb or in ineadiraTicy. In eode of the firat OTentiinnty 
tbiff atory wO] remain anBniihed and in cade of the 
deoond wbai wnald be the mult- except being driven 
off some thop and getting a few eoitid at Jitinthpr. So I 
have nothing but ray degradation and dLagraee to rer ord 
in tbLd bcKiik. Even if I get iha old pendltiti it a^oidd 
not do, and Lf I do mit^ that will put an end to every- 
thing. HifflEnlty with me is that in neither dose does 
the climate of this tifcy suit the btoken-hearted. I 
will have to leave the luty and take abode in aoiiio 
other 

In fact but for bis friende, Ghatib w^ould have been 
starved to deatbi. The first to come to his me-cuo was 
Hakim Mahmud Ali Khan who willingly helped hnnElreda 
of other peopfe in distress. Then came Har OopaL Tni!* 
who sent elothca and money from Agra. Bceldes 
Mahesh Pas who provided him with the elimr oflifci 
Munshi Him Eiugh^ Fandit Shtvji Ham^ and his son 
Baimukund were the other Hindu fi'ienda and admfrert 
ofOboJib who helped tho poet in this critical peiriod 
and tried to provide as much comfort and ebcer to him 
afl cooJd be done under the uircamatances. Gholib makes 
a grateful mention of them all in kia book and aaya : "I 
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bave iDBfie el mfintioD of thoie ms it m but mrnet 

to €:E|litcB3 my gratitude to thom for their acts of lEiodtictiH 
sjxd Also am 1 wish my fiieutis to kniTw how a mati w ith 
aufih A turgo number of fneuds as !■ fared during tboss 
dayeu Were these four geatlemon not to be iu tbs eity 
nobody could bnve stood testimciny to my bolplcsa- 
ncas,” 

‘^Dojtftiibo" fuflber details the mlifori.tiiieB and 
troubles tlmt bofoli Gblilib^s friends^ Nawftb SSiauddilt 
and Ammuddin left Dellu for Lolwu during the 
first week of Delhi's oonquest by thfl British but had 
hardly reached MeJiraiilj when they wure BurroundBd 
by the Indian troops and deprirsd of oil their 
bclongiiigs except iho clothes they werti wearing. Their 
houses were pinndersd in the city. The same fate befod 
Maxharuddin Hyd*r Khao and ZuiriE|ur Haider Khan 
But whereas oiber people's houses stood intact^ their'■ 
were set afire and tiot a truce of tlionii was loft behind. 
That tneant a griewous loas for Gholibi For in theEr 
hauses were stored coploi of bis noUectod works. In a 
letter to a &]end Qhalib wrote ; ^Bhai ^^uddln Khan 
Bobib^ and Noxir Hussain MLrza would ooUsirt pioces of 
Urdu and PersiuD mid prose &om me- HoUfitui of 
both pf them hare been plundered, Nsjther tbs books 
remain there nor the valiuiblcs.^' As stated Aoriier but for 
his hairing seui a manuaenpt oopy of his Urdu work to 
Aampur shortly boforc the Sepoy uphcavel this would 
bare meant irreparahle Idsii to Urdu llteratare. Frenoa 
such seveiul of his lettezs in Feraion and some pieces 
nf his Verse also weet lost for gooiL 
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NflWftb Miutftfa Khftn Stuft*, MufU SadAT-ud-dia 
and Itunbl FftBul Huq K.liflir*bacU wore un&ng tbfi utber 
fcicDds of Ghilib who nndorwont groat Buffering u » 
resolt of the Sepoy rcToIt. Nowab Sbnifto wM^»n- 
tenood to aoTen ywmi’ imprieoDniciit and Maidvi FaiJ 
Hjq exiled for life to Kojigoon. Mufti Sudar-ud'din stood 
trial for a long time and hJe property was ordered 
forfeit to tbo State. JTawab Shaifta wob aequittad op 
appeal, MaTilvt Fatal Hoq'a boh eueceoded in Bccurii^ 
an order for the rclense of hie father but before the 
order reached Rangoou the Maulri had left the world. 
On appeal Mufti Sadai-ud-diii got half of his property 
restored. Ghalib felt the snlTeiiDg of hia friends as deeply 
Be if they were his own. Ee was partioularly diatre^d 
Mill pained by the misfortuneB befaJIUiB Sawob Bbaifta, 
who had been of sutih, help t« him during hii days in 
prison in 1847. He lost no time in rqshing to Meerut t^ 
moment he learnKl that the Nawab hod been aequilted 
on appeal and had atrired there for a brief stay, 

Ghalib had expected peace and nonnalcy to retum in 
a few month's time. But that did not happen for years. It 
took more than three monthe before Hindus permissiun 
to visit and reside in the oily on January I, 18C8. But it 
was only towards the end of that year that the Miisiinii 
wore accorded similar privilege. Ordure for the raiitorauon 
of Muslim prtipertiiw to the ownere were tMued and annn- 

uncod on tho ocHjasion of the Governor Gentrars Durbar 
held in M«rut in December 1858. But the city remamaU 
a city of omintiiia silence and suffering for aoTcral yoare 
to come. A graphio piatore nf the place and timee “ 
drawn by GhaUb in several of bis lotten. 
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..d ^ ilTOibi HoinfopaJ Taft*, Iii, irritflc 

aal«l). do you kno» wE*t t* *U thi* and u liai h** Lap- 
pmed. It ir« ii, anotlicr life’* timo lh<it w* tnfro «cb. 
other ■ fncDda, exporienoed tnutiwJ Jove and afiTccrtiDi). 
iWJtod Tcra* and collBet^d onr wodcs. There wm an- 
Other old gfiatiecuin who vu out mutual IcJeiitl, MunsJu 
Nahi Boluh »Tu Ilia ammo and Hoqij hit nom de akme. 
Suddenly the tiniM clionged. Ail those ofliiiM aud awn 
frere no more, Nnc hoii we ihoae aaBoeiatioiw, nor thnse 
momejitB of happineia. After on sge wo were bom into 
onotbor life. AIUuHigb in iti appeoianoe this lift boars 
exact reseinblajire to the furtner—that is I oenl a lotter 
to Mannlii JTabi Batab and received a reply fojm biiu 
and reeeiTod A letter from you today discovering that you 
are also Vunohi HargopaJ with Taft* u yam aom do 
pltune, uDd furtheritili the city where I reside is iitap coUe^i 
Delhi and the mohoJloh « named Ballinjanin—yet you 

do not find * iingi* one onuiag tho old friends. By God, 

howBoeiTw much yon may aeacch for liwm. you shall not 
find * aixffle UbsUoi here either aiiiurig the rich or the 
poor or vnong the men of kttets,- This was so™ afutr 
ih^ f^dnquQQt of DiJJiL 

Shortly Afterward* be wnoie to Nawab Alanddin Khan: 
“yesterday 1 c*ii)e acrosa * seateooe at U o places in your 
letter th*t Delhi u * big city and that there would he all 
types of people thete. My dear, this is not that DrlJu where 
you Wore txvn ; not that ^tathi where you received your 
ediwotifia and where you came to me for studies in the 
Huveli of Sboahan Beg. Not thst Delhi which I viaited 
from the age of soven, nor that Delhi where I otayed 
for fifty-one yeaiu. It is an Army comp where you find 
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tt fciF Mualifflis ia wrYloo onii tlio leat w» all ttwdna. 
KitiR’» men that u« wfo get Rui«*a five moDth..,.., 

BnildirgB h.™ b«n pnilefl down. How can you ttiid . 

TTiAn of art hfirc-' 

When town-duty wa« impowd iu Noveuiber 1^, 
Ghulib WTotu : ‘.'They held a uouuuil about tuwn-d^ 
which came Ento futce day before yeeterday. on ThoT^hw 

7. Balig Bam Khuzanehi, Chhanna MuUnd Mah«h Daa 

have been entmated with the ta*k of uollef tion. 

for the oowduug rakea end the com thwe ifl hnrdly * go^ 

which i» not aubject to town-duty. Mtia ai« allowed to 
reeide here now and thny are in great number. Fnrm^lt 
the order waa that only the houBB-ownere may atay. SJur-' 
the day before yesterday it baa been ordMufl that teoJiflt* 
may also reside in the city. Do not take that to mean t^t 
we ean keep tenantB in oui Louse. It only mcami t^t 
those who did not own a hfraae but had been tenant# fw 
year* can aleo cornu to the town hot tliey muat pay the 
rent to the State." This was before the Gouemor-General s 
Durbar in Meerut. After that the MuaJime became cu- 
titled to fcstora tion of their proi>ertireft, 

still another letter to Mir Mebdi Majrtih who 
esked the poet about life in Delhi after 18fi7any*“The 
day before yesterday T went in a planquin to tind 0“* 
statu of the well. Without ciaggcration, B •* » compluto 
wildnemefs from Jama Masjid to the Baighat gu • 
There are ]ulcs of brieks lying all around. If they »» 
removed it would become plain like death, with ailenc* 
the graue. Just recall to your mind the lengthy depres 
aion on the other side of Mina Gobar’i garden. 
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is with the Hardod pl*tr™. Th« Jl^jghat .dts « 

.t K^erieale, Wow fr..in the Cwle^tt^ gutc t^Z 

l^d rwid. And not a «ieD ii to bo found of ihe 
^bi *^t™. IJobiwara. lUmii Gdnj. boiddat Kh««i 

SB^nd“Zb-h iS ' godowiu. of Rom]} 

oiJL h J ^ “ In brief the 

city ha. bccoBio a doKrt. And now if even the welh. 

become the doBort of Rnrhak. And may [he Lord bo 
t^Z i!!?'." ofDcIldBtill consider the eitj kngnogo 
Ve ’*™**^'^ tLtnkiag and the Wind f*ith / 

yon Hod Urdu thoa ? Whcro i* D^Jhi f ]j„ . 

• oity noa^ It j. « ^p, ^ a oaatonLnt. 

M neither Port, nor oily, nor bazaar, jwr the oanol “ 
^ tow^da the end of January liMM, the pc«t wrote : 

brother, what do yon a*fc and what ahoold I writ* f 
MJn. e:^tex.« depend, on varioua aotiritie.: Fort 
Chan^ Chowfc, dady omwda at Jama Ma.j,.J i 
w^Uy atmU by tho Jumna Bridge, .nd an aaaai fair 
of the flower.^ndora. Wmw of th«e five thU™ i. thoro 
nnw, Uljore la Delhi then T" ^ 

.,. "^7?^ Obatib ftU conceded .boat 

the fate of J«na Mwjid. Par a whik the Govc™*na 
nonmdiwed - propowl far Ha demotition and conetmetioa 

5 r’**^*'^*' wa. 

Orop^. The fkmaa. mnaqtic. however, remained in the 

ewtody of Um State tiU IgOiL (h, I>«*niher Itt. Ghalib 
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»ni to a frieod tie happy tidiDRP of it# rtfitomtion to 

lie pri«tB. Wwte be: •‘The JACB Moaiid bw teen 
On the stops ffteingtheCbitU Qabar, the K» a 

built tbeiT shops. Em. hens, and pigerms havo 
to be aold there. Ten people have teen put in ohai^ of 
the uutnai^nient-Mirxallahi Bateh, Maulv. 

TafTaail HuBiain Kian and «nrva others h^d« tb™ 
three. On November 7, Friday, this yw Abu.«S-35af« 
Sarajudriin Bahadur Shah was relaaied from the prawn 
of his life and the imprisonmeni of tho Brit Lsb. 

Some of Ghalib*B letters have also a tlifi: at the Panjab 
Admiuiatration «hieh ww io cliaiEO of IWhi. Says te m 
on*f: "I>£> you imugiiio for & inomont that tho ^ 

Adminisimtion is like the admimBtration in Heemt, Agra, 
cf the East. It is included in the Punjab urea, Ibcro n 
neither law nor order. Each officer does « he pwaM* 
nnd thinks right.” And in another : ‘■Let me tell you 
MmelhiDg, ItaSz Mammo baa b«n found mnooent aii4 
nlBOMd Ho appeals to the anthoritiea for tho reatom- 
ticn of hia property. Hia title to the 
ertshlisEcd. Onlv formal order* remain to ba pae^' 
He appeared before the ofiBew the day l»fo» yMt«*W- 
Tlie file was put on the table. Tlie offloef inqn^: “WJo 
is Hafiz Mubaniroed Batah 1” He replied: " Tie 1. 
officer aakad again: "Who U Hafiz Mamoo r P*'“J" 
mitted : "Tliat Is me. My real name la Mohd 
Baksb but I am geuwofiy known aa Mamoo." Tliuiidt^ 
the officer: "NonBcnM ! yon'are Hafiz Mohanunad H“™ 
and you are aim Hafl* Mamoo. Yon are whole wm^ 
And wjiatever is there in the world that » also . 

whom shall weretnrn the tenser Tho oase was fikd. 
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ud MiMi Mamao rMumed to hh In dluppoln^ 

II imkB. Gtiilib^s flizicojft! hope i^hut hm {H^Jan and 
booourv would be rcBlorcil before Icm^, Emrly in lfi5B he 
Boot to tha Eritbb oMcLals QaflldcLfi In pnuBB of QuD#n 
VktofiA and <jtJi^ high dignitiirion, Bnt ihciw wc» 
rotumod bj tbo CocnmlBaiancr of Bolhi rai March 17, with 
the comment that thi?j contained, noibing^ btit jiraiso and 
flattnry. The piiblloation of hia book ^XtaitanlH*' late in 
October, howoTer^ lifted the cloud him to BOtne 

extent. He hud oent two hcautifnlly bound vopim of the 
book to London and four to top afflcialq in India. The 
book drew high pr&uie from the Blmctor of Educatkm of 
the United Provinces and the Pinoncial CF.)biiinBjdo 7 icrp 
Bfr. Mdnod^ himaeJf oonl, for a copy tin-ough the Oott]- 
miBflioner of Delhi. Early in I8iJ& ho wsi paid Ha, lOO 
by way of he]p» trending deciiion on the lesInrAtJon of hi* 
pfiiuion. The declHion loikcn by the Authorities was to 
pay a Jump Bum equivalent to the nimual pennlon or 
pominifi'ntion to tboae entitled, to Ehat before the iliapuaal 
of their cEiscB. When Ghalib objected to hJii being |iiid 
Ra. 100 only and not Ra. 750, til rightful due in the 
light of the ot&oial deciBlon.^ he woe told ibftt hia was a 
■pccioJ oMiBE, Otheni may have to wait fmf years but he 
would get the tintire haianco doe to him in a sbort 
That kindlrd a r*y of hf.i|je in Ms heart. But it soon goi 
extinguished. He was not invited to the Govemof- 
General's Durbar held in Meerut and when a few daji 
Inter the Qovemof-QeJiEnirs camp shiRcd to Dvlbi and 
the poet eent hJs card to the Chief Soerctofy In hi* oiunp 
he get the rebulF: ‘'Yon wets friendly with the rebels 
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during the days of the hiutfoy. Why do juu w*ut to eiU- 
bliah cQUlaet with the Go^emineiit now !** Thnt dailied 
eren whatertr little hope he may hftve enlerteined m hii 
heart About the early reetomtiou of hie peuilon end 
ourd and made him undertake an early trip to Rumpur. 

The allogutioa agAinst Ohalib was that he had 
eomposed a Sikkii—a pieee about the Royal coiti-^ 
on the proclamatioii of Rahadnr Shah aa Emperor by 
thercbeUou July 18, 1857. The inforjoant waa dub 
G ori Shankar^ a qjy in the pay of the British. Gbahb 
Teheiuently denied the allegation. When questioDDd about 
it by the Cammiiaioner of Belhi^ he cepUed: “Thie mtm 
writes wrong. The King wai a poet himaelf, his euni wot 
poeta, and men in hia sefritje were poets too^ Ood alone 
knowB who recited this pmce and the newsman wrote my 
name. Had I done that you would have found a piece 
in my hand in the oflSce papers/’ His d-anjal appears to 
be eoiTwt, although there i# truth in the report puhlifihed 
in an Agra newEpaper—Aftab Alamtab’—that Mirza Noflha 
(ChAlJh) and Mukkaram All Khan read Qaaidaa in pmisu of 
the King on July 14, 185T. 

Hia viait to fUmpur now was in responje to a long' 
standing Invitation from the Kawab who had accepted 
him aj hia ustad—teacher—a tittle while befoi® the SrpOy 
iwnlt. He had Srei invited Ghnlib to Rampnr socii 
after t Ins oonqneat of Delhi by the British and wrote 
to him about it again on Kovember 25, IS5B» to which 
Gbaiih replied : '^As to your cDHuiiaiidB for my presence 
in Rampur^ where shall I go if 1 do not oomt there 7 Time 
haa oome naur for the pa^'ment of mj peasioPt Sow oau 
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1 fD mnywher^ putting ail'. It ii Mid and 1 haFo 
renaan to b«].lQ7e thni lli<? mnttcir will be decided early 
111 1S6D and thofle wJio ore to get the money iriji }jot that 
and tboBe who are to be rofuaed [laytneDi will bc^ about 
it." The iDTitatioD waa renewed by the Nawab on 
February ood again on April 13^ to the latter of 
which Gholib replied : ''In my Uat letter 1 Imd wrilteo 
that the Lifft of penaionerB waa ready, but it had not been 
deffpatohed to the Oeotre. Nawab GoFemor'Ocdjer&l. 
Lord Canning BohaduTp hskB^ fnim Calcuttn^ sent for mj 
papeffl- TbcM bitFe beeji tepomted from the main Uat 
and have been eent to the Lieuteoant Governor of Punjab. 
Prom there they will go to Cultnilta, Then the laanctloii 
woikld reach here through the Fnnjab ffiiciala and I 
would get the payment. 1 get the payment today and 1 
write to you the nejrt to arrange for my crunveyanoe. 
And the moment 1 get the t'onveyanee t feave fitr 
Rampur.'" 

Still tbemontbi voit^ on and no word came from the 
offic^jala. Gkalib became ao Imrd up that be ffrlE caun- 
trfiined to requiKt the Nawab to dx a mgttlar monthly 
remimeration for him. The request, wan readily granted 
and op if ply IG^ 185^ be reoeived a letter from the Nawab 
intimating that he w'ould in future receive a mohtbly 
tolory of Rb. 100, Tbia be did right up tn the end of hlv 
^ life on Fehrnoiy 15* 1800* Hie wife* Umrao Begum, had 
been granted a tnoptbly allawanoD nf Ra. fjO, by Nawab 
Ziauddin loon after the conqueat of Delhi. ' But thla ami 
other amoanta reed red Ixum frk^uda were hiurdly itiHSeient 
to maet the poet^e needi iind fw u while be entertained 
an idea of abifting to Fatiida, Tbii hr gare up on 
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fort Iiex rutiDb s«baing periiftpe bo iaffirect allgbit 

ti> ttitf NftiirAb of Rampur^ hJs papil and hencJwtor, in eudh 
a moT«, The fixation uf a ivgnlar xrionthij itmitiZHfati^ 
gaTo him a Bwm of aocbtity and relief. 

QhaJib left "Dflhi for Rompin’ do Janoary If* J§80 
and imdhed thm ptoee on January 27. He took two aona 
of Anf^Eakar Alt Khan ami HoMAin All Khan—olong 
him. The Kawab recei^red him with grtAt rwipeet 
and hnnoor. He wna lodged at the Royal ^TacOf biH 
shiftefl to a apnciono hoaiw In Mohallah Rajdwara four 
dayi later at fals own request xiroitipted by the fear Of 
ebildron breaking the omaniDiital piec»ea In the 
At drat be was Jierrtd food from the roya] kltcheti b^i 
later Ro. 100 wa# fixed afl hU mootbly aTlowanw for 
board. Thai ii to Bay he would woeive Rg, £00 a month 
while fet Rampnr and B«, 100 while in Bethi. The 
climate of the place wsg to bin likLtig and he plAnued to 
pasa the auznmer and rainy aeaBon there. But then the 
children apAf^t the plan. TJiey Insitted on retomlng to 
Delhi without delay. Challb hesitated to eend them 
alone *1oid some accident befall them and make him the 
object of critic inm and ridicnie the rest of hia life/ He 
decided to retitm to Delhi bimee^f slDng with them^ took 
kmTu of the Hawab on March 17 and wws hack In the 
Mbgfiid Capital on March 24. 

Hii riffit to Rftntpnr etnengthoned hie coowettmii irlth 
the Court there. It perhaps bIho helped hjin In eloorltig 
np the mlsiindenrtBndjng with the British officials^ White 
retnming to Delhi Gballb stopped in a Sow! at 
Monidabftd but Sir Byed Ahmed Khan tom tok him lb 
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Ms bonv, Bynd, &Ja leAriimg of the dlSt^nlijss, 

promised to do AlJ tltst he possilily ootikl to remove theto. 
A&fwrdjng to MbuIsw AbnJ KoJaio Astad, Sir Sved 
feaponflihle fer tbo i%ntcir«tfoii of ahAljb'i paitsioo, despite 
the iTelhi oIBcfars opposHioii. The Nawab of Eejnpur 
also aeenui to have done a little bit as ht (dearly refen to 
Ms tnlkB with the liigh British digidtAiias alw^at Qlmiib 
ia Ofle of Jiis Icrttem, and asmirott the pcnil that he voald 
'Hwelym-establiBh Ida old eoDnactiotiB irith th« dorem- 
Hieotj u tht Govemirteni rsocignixea and the 

Worthy/ By May ISflO he got the ftilt amoant of peiurioii 
doe to him. Ea. 2/150 were paid to him oti fifay 4, 18S0. Of 
thew he diatributed Rs. 150 among tlie mmor offlciala, 
and the iwt ho trtUiiod for oleaTing his urgent debts. Ho 
owed El. 2,500 to rarlous people. Only Ea, 87 weni left 
with him in the end. with Ete. 500 still to be paid 
to hla amditori. While tho penaiaii waa mtored the 
mode ofdta fatnro paymoot-^turioa a yaar^^^added to Ml 
headMiehefl. Fortfonataly that order oame into force otdy 
m l^etemher 18(i0, but thro the Government denldf^ tci 
impoae a four fienent taia thus jeariog him with onJy 
Bb. flO per month. TTiis drove him to meet hii reijotfr* 
meiits by raiidiig loam ovnry manth nod otftjjitig them with 
iirterest at tile end uf lii monthf. After the rnatoraUon 
of hia pEmiion bo tried for the restorfitioii of hia honoufs— 
the right to he tnvliod to tMi BitrfaiLr and invHted with 
the cloak of hononr. Hia efibria bore fruit on Mareh 8p 
TM3 t when orders for the i^atoration of hia bcmonti mra 
poaiied^ Abont this he writeB |o KJian Bahadur Muswlu 
Qhulam Ghana in the foUowmg tmns : 

"Chk Maitli % the Qovurnor bald hia casp m the 
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On tba ]aj»t day 1 wemt to sub my aid bunt-factor Janab 
Uaixlvi lahar HiiAB&iD Kh&n Bobudur; In thu OQurse of 
OUT oonr-enatfon be aaid: ^^Your robe of boDour and posi¬ 
tion in tbo Durbar Dontioye.'" Surprised, 1 iLsked ^*How is 
tbnt^ Sir V* He replied: '"Tbe present officer (GovGziior)^ OB 
rt^ium from tbe United Kingdom p baa seen ull tbe papert 
In Englieb aod Ft^r^ian of your area and haa djotutud sb 
order in Couiidl to tbe effeot that Aaod UlJah Kban*s 
right of invitation to the Durbar^, hia ppiition tlierep and. 
his right of being awardoii robe of honour will be resteuwi 
odd oontinne tua before.’* 

Aeeordingly Gbabb was lenl for by the LiouUinant- 
Governor of Punjab, Sir Buhert Montgomeiy, and awarded 
tbo robe of bcrtiour on March 23, 1863. 

The deathLj sUeiicn which envelopiMl the city 
monthi after tbe reconqnefft of Delhi by (be British WM 
reepwjnaible fior anatber booh by Qbabb—*Kattb-bBarban'^ 
tbe publication of which in October J8dl* ireat^d a furore 
in the litErary inraleB, The book woe written in early 
iSflO* It began as a itudy, a lather ctilicai study of the 
renownEd diotionary of the Perfllnn Iftognage ‘^Barhsn 
Katah". The study wag undertaken by Ghnbb primarily 
to kiU bb the abiwaieei of sociaL and literary aoti- 
vitiea in tbe dty forced him to cantinufi ui jpipriiwnjijofflt 
at borne and he had nothing but thia diotsonary and 
another book, "Dasatir''. at home to read. The poP*= 
noticed oertaiu et-rani on tbe part of the famous lem?- 
ij^apher in the mterpietatioa of certain words and 
exproBsions. Se found the metaphorical and htersl mean* 
ings of certain exprevliona wnfuBed int«mii>gl*<^' 
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Thiff nude Jlini shorpcD liu scrQtiay and reiwil hip 
ahjwttanp and These grew m rLumber ud 

volume OM iimB poised uid ho foethodic^ly pandered 
over Uio work md ejunmed ft.. The pHDot at fint regarded 
bii olijeetianfl and eommenta dd the margin of tbe hook — 
khiff tfl preserved in the library of Newab Sahib of 
Lohora even tio?r—-and later ttnnvferred the» to paper. In 
eoDine of time it grew into 4 97-pa^ book. It WM 
pttblished by the NawiU Kwbore Prow in Lndamw in 
1861 and priced at Rupee 1. Fifty eapies of the 
book were pnrelmBed by Qboljb hnnsrJf and distdbnted 
among his fiiendi. A reviHd and enlarged edition was tv* 
published by Akzmd-id'Mataba, Delhi, in December 
under tbe title 'Darfaahd-KaviamV WbiLe it li dldletlll to 
get a eopj of ^Katah-i-'Barhan^ ^Darfadid-Kaviani^ la 
available in the Obruiy of the BritJah Mnseua^ 

Tbe publication of this book set off a bitter eoairo- 
veny hoc ween QhaJlb and the lupporteta of^Katahd- 
Barhon^ whteb laatiNil nearly seven ysBra* Accorditig 
to Gbaiib "H eaused an earthquake In tha Peraian literary 
eirclmi in India, and the anpportan of ^Barhoji Katah' 
buckled up their armi and eame into the open with 
unsheathed twordiand daggent." Between JSfil and IMl 
nearly a doscu bookn were puhEsbed In Feroian and Urdu 
in snpport of Ghalib aud against him. Works puhlial^ 
by Ghalib^i oritins oompriae over 1150 pages and are 
mostly in PereUn while tbaae pabluhed in support of 
Ghalib on the Istua ran biia leas than 15D pagina The 
first book to be pubbihed In eHtlciani of Ghalib was the 
M-pagts "Mobn^ Katab Barban'' (PerEiaD) by Bycd 
Saadat All in 1864 and tbe last ^Bhasiahcf-i^TWtar** a 
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l22-p»ge m FcnJa-n by MiulTi Ahmed AU^ author of 

the book -*MuTud4 BarhiUi" (FefaiaJiJpphlkhed in 

lS0fi from Calcutta in Hnpport of the kxiogmphur^ Otb^ 
books pnblishotl nj^ainit Qhiiiltb i^'aro; "'Batabj-Btifli&Ti b}i 
lUhim Beg (174 Fagcs in Foxiiau) '"Katrt-al- 

Katoi)'*—a SS^t-pagw voluniE la P^rsiaAi—by Maulvi 
Aminuddin and TosUr'* a iIIqi Tojmne by Abdul 

Bamad Fida- ladefenco of ChaUb wt^ro pabbshed the 
book in PtJiraiaa '^JJaCai^Hadim*' by ManlvJ :NaiRf 
Alt; “Lataif-i-Ghnlib*" by Miou Bad Kiian Fidii (Ghalib 
appears to bate bean the real author nf this 41-page volimie 
in Urdu), an. e^ht page "■'Swaiat-i-Abdul Karim ,, in Urdu, 
A 16-paga "Nima-i-GhuUb* and a ^N-puge *Tegh-l-Tez, 
Ghnlib being the author of the Iflflt two wcirkfl in Urdu. 
^Hangamd-Dll Aabob' part 11 wm the last work of ^ 
fteriea to be pubiiahcd by two of Ghalib a pupils, 
Mohammed Baqor Ali Bnqar and Khwaja Syod Fekhaf' 
nddin Hnraain Bukhan. It wm partly in Urdu mid partly in 
Porjdan as rfc contained replica to mrloua pieceo in both 
the luiguagua published in Eriticiam of GhoUb. 

Tbs whole conirovttTay was pnfortunafcalj on a 
law level. Nona of the parties triad to maintain a high 
standard in rebutting the argumeiits of the othfir. Compe- 
tance of eaah-Dthrx waa ffeaty qwuatiOTiBrl and imfftrtunat® 
aptibeta and harsh wotiija and were niwcru- 

pulotisly indulgad inu GholSb further onragod the critira 
by declining to oeoept any Indiaii as an authority on 
Persian language^ ^^Katidii^ul-Itatnh*^ by Aminuddin 

was pftTtkntlaxly in bad tnst^ bordering on the obBceno. 
it was the only hook. Qbalib did not reply to and wban 
qiwtioned about it by a friimd he Mplained: "Should w 
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kick watild yttu kick. b^^k Iod f** It&tciTp how- 
erer, ho ihJs rnrtioniJ s-ititudcr. Od thocmbfuf 2^ 

h« instifcntod a rrimiiifll doiziplaLot in the Court of the 
Bistriot MflgMtTftttfp XtelJu, on a obargo of dehioutido 
ng^in^ the author^ pr^jing for euvoro puRLshinent to tiue 
gndt^. Summoiifl tForo wfftied fro tbo aconsod- He drew 
up II [ifii. of eminent educatloilifltj and ichokra of 
m defence witneosw aa agalDflt the proBeounoJi wsta<yBee 
who wcTB younger in yeara and oomparnttrely fiiniof in 
podtiDti and aniUority. Ho atHo Bought the aid of certain 
infincntiAl nobleft oflhe etty to have pFeMore pat on 
Ohalib for a eoniproittisei, Tn deferenoo to the wiahei of 
thcBB DDblea, and also realining that I bens w*b Little 
ohanoe of hia Bucoeeding in the ooinplaint^ Ghalib agreed 
to a coDaproniiae. The offeocft waa ultimatoij campotuid^ 
by him OB March 22; Whim wked by BomeoUfi 

why these Maul via with whom the poet was weii-aequaiated 
had appeared agaiaat him for the defenrep Ghalib leptiad: 
*'Birda of the aame feather &CM:k tqgethei'. Men tike to 
keep like company. 1 am a gcntlemaix. how ooiild tfanee 
demr people come to me/" 

Id Jidj 1861 ytoA publidiccl flic third edition of IHwu]'' 
E-GhJilib leponiuigto tbe teat wnt bjf htm in Ji*.f I8B7 M 
theNamb orRnmpnt, Anfltfinr enfition wmt pobliiliiKl 
in I8B2 and itill another—l.hfi flftb and the la*t to bo 
publiohod Sn hi* lifetime—in ) Tlmt Tery year Mtiiuhi 
Naval Kishore broUBbt out ar enluTged edition of hia 
Pomiad poetical works nodar the title "K.alyiat-K*Na*aia 
Farsi/ Efforte for lJ» floHwtion of hia tettera to Pidu 
be^nln I8fS8. with vahomont oppoaition from Gbold) i* 
the begtnninff- Bnt the poet relented before long oad 
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work on tho projetrfc began in ri^ht t>ar£Let^toci8e aromni 
Mutiflhl Mumtiaz Ali being tbo main moving spirit* 
The work, howover, oonld not be oooipkt^cl far jenra and 
the lettore tindar the titb "Aud-i-Hintii"' wore pEibUahed 
in l&SH, B. few mutiibe before tbo poet'^B de&th<. 

" QboJJb^e lettcna in Urdu mark a turning point in the 
history of Urdu letter-.writing in pattioulftr, and Urdu 
prose in general. Thoy socure for him a mniquei pbee of 
honnur in tho liMory of Urdu literature. They are iacom- 
porabie in iliret^tnefla of apprrjaeh and iimplioity of style. 
They also e^lbit a ready wit and sol ntllla ting: humour. 
Language of the eoinmon man aEsunics a literary style in 
them, giving them a perennial freslmeaB and cmiehing 
the Urdu literaturD. Tlieir impnrtanoo for atudrnti of 
Gholib'a life and timaB ii unlituitod. Few writers in Urdu 
language have been able to equal the master lu tldii 
r«^poct. Interesting Light k abed an Ghaiib'a life and 
okaroeter by tbom^ For InatancB in A letter to 3iir Mt-bdi 
Majriih ho writufl about the rains of ISd^t 

*^Now eomiMi the mention of rains. Lei me iirdt tell 
yon about the thinga in guneial. First there was a mutiny 
by the Blaoku, then rame a commation by the White, 
Then fallowed the ootlapse of houses. Nejdi eami the 
calamity of epidemic and then the tragedy of famine. 
Now oome the rains combining all these calandtLeu, It is 
the twenty-lir&l day. On occuLcmi the iiky bwoniei visible 
like a fiftsb of Lightning. If men di&DDVf?t atara in the sky 
they feel mclined to take them for glow-woTmu* Thicfe 
haue the time of their livoa dtirLog these dark nigbta* 
HardLy a day poaaea without one bearing of theft at two or 
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thnw? pliicM. Ik* xmt yoti think that I am d^ggerating. 
Thonfianrk of baildingfl havi! fioHapfkid- Hundl^dA are 
hmied endemeatli lUem. EarH fftrect hai turned, into A 
catinL In brief tlic»D wero 11 w timaa of rAmini^t when there 
Were no mini, no com gro^ in the field. Now ii the tLoin of 
watei^It hae rainod so hiMiTiIj that all the rrepi flowti 
hftTe been wanhed away. Thoee who hid not dona the 
■sowing comld not do that. Kato jm learnt all abont 
this place Dallii now f Two niotiihB lit« he wrote ttgain: 
**jyc not aeh me about the mini. It ii iU a fmree of the 
wrath of the Almtgbtj. GaJJ Qaefm Janie 
bE^como the cnnni of Saadai Khan. The door of the house 
where I milder facing Ejitm. AIjiid on the eidi of the 
Mosque^ hai come down. Tho atop# of the boiiae are about 
to ommb]#. The rt>of has turai>d into a eioi?i. If it raine 
for a quarter^ ft dripa for an hnu?^ My IxKtks and peni aie 
all lying In the etDre-room. Hore 10 a pan on the floor 
and there a boBin. Wliere aliail I ait to wrilo a letter to 

3^0 


And in the eBinD eMruin he wrltee to Kawab 
Ala<-ud*djll. ■"Bfothor I am m gfeOrl trouble. The w nlht 
of the fcniilc-quarter of my house hare nmznbkd^ and 
the lavatnty i^odapBcd. The iDofs are leoldng. Yoor 
Auntie saya : ^'Oh God^ I am betried, I mu dying," 
The main portion of the honae ia eTeo weme. I do not 
fear death. I ham heoome ncrrotui bf dauae of want of 
joy and pleauiLre. The tc^ of the houae ia a big aieve» 
If it raina for two hom*^ it drips for four. Even If Lhe 
landlord wiBheu to have repAiju done to the bouae how- 
can he do it I All that be done only if ihere i& m 
bmah In the mlna. And pending the fepatre bow ean 1 
take my aeat here f" 
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By itQv Ghftlib WM ai:kno»1e4g«4i u a *Kisig 
poftfl* t{ir<>ti|liciut Ijidk. Th^ w«r« &I«o outneraut od- 
mlrerA of Urn ptoae. Ex^iept fcH* Myderabad^ hn dntir 
liigh pr&ia6 fnjio mm of {etteir^ and tbair patr^m all oy^ 
the ooiintiy, U& had amung bia pupUi^ Iwidofl iho N&mb 
of Raidpiir. m^nilicrs of tbo Ruyvd fAmi\y of B«d^ 
PHuw BaaJur^ud-din and Khaa BaLadur Abdul GboicHiri 
Xawab !^[ir Gbiilun Baba Kbaa of Surat and ion a of Iha 
Nawabof Lobaru, AHauddm and NawabZiauddin, bruther 
of th^ mlm Maharaja of Alwar wbs bUo odo of Ilia 
great adidlrora^ and au whH Kiiaa Bnbadur Muuabl 
Qhulam Ghana Bekhabar a gr^t ^Jiokr of Allahabad. 
Hifl book ^^Daotanbo^' kad won Immonse popuJiarky in 
tho Punjab and tbf-ro waa also gmat demoiid for bis 
I* ttens in Urdu. Tlit poot inyiiriably drew to him emi- 
n«nt men and echolare on brief y|eltB io^tite m%j* 

Ill health. howeTtr, bad him firmly in ita grip by 1@03, 
It rendered bini unfit to attend to demauda on him from 
friend i aud oth™ for the reyiskm of their verfle. That 
year he wrote to the Nawah of Bojupiir Heekin^ hia in¬ 
dulgence iu being exempted from the reEponilbiiity of 
revising hia work And Dontiniung bifi monthly jsJlowunce 
in oonEidemtion of tha fierviefti rendetvd io the past. The 
Nawab gr&ciio nsly Auceded to tha re^uefd and hia monthiy 
allowAtn^e from Riunpur aontinuetl right upbo the time of his 
death, alUiuugh Haw^ib Yuauf Ali l^in eipirod in April 
and Ghallb a felatioiu with hie lucoewir, Nawab 
Qidjib AlJ Khan, became a Httlo rtminsd soon after his 
inetallatjon on tbe throne. 

Qhalib waa deeply aggriered by the death of Kavab 
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Viiitif All Khtii\ u'ho WM flr gn'nl pn^ti^n of art md 
tnfe. Unlike nthpr rulew Nftwab Yuiuf All KLud never 
tirented Ghtdib a? hifi employee. He olwaya Allowed gre^t 
regard for bim and in hia laitcm to tbo poet oddrefiaoil 
hbn liko n brother and a friend, encnuragiEig hirn in 
do likewise. The Nwwab farther was ever genwrona 
towards him. Whatever and how iiunieruiuf hln demoridi*^ 
they wore readily Oonceded^ Great indeed h the pcadV 
debt in NmhIj Vnaaf All Klion and the Court al Eumpiir, 
How ip'eatJy concerned the poet foil aiKHit tlie Xawab''s 
ilLncflo—proijttbl^' cuuioer—tcni^arde the ead of JS+i4, is 
evident fn>m hit to the Niiwnh whiela Bald : 

**Evct since I have learnt akiut your HighnesB^ iUnnss, 
Heaven abno knows ln>w J, my wife, and my ton H^inBaia 
AU Khan li*vo fared. No fixid was prepoml at our plaei> 
for the day. Wo ob^ervetl a fait* Foriimately the rarw B 
tufwd oat to be untmo. That helped me regaiu mjsolf. 
i would, howeverp feel eontplelrely at eoBv when I hear 
the happy tidingB of yonr reoovery and w rite a piece 
about it to 

loUer he wrote to the Kawab that his study of oalroJo^ 
gy alioWf?d that he wouid tive fat ysars free from ilinms 
oiler bis recorery from the prcBcnt ailment. The Xbu ah, 
bowrever^ died within a mmitb of the tvoeipt of tbit letter 
from Uiuilib, A tad eeiumentAri^ indeed on Ida giutj> cif 
the subfHri I 
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Chap ter fX 
Tie lut Yem 

jLLNESS, (runtmtion, and (luappciiiiliiiienU tpvtrwlieimw] 
Glialih during the last jw»ofJu# life. Kwua of tliew, 
however, Mnci.'<feded ni^izutt the hard rook of his Btoicioiu, 
Indeed nplo the last of his brctvth the poet Ktainod 
Ilii frcniuiuift of mind and the eapaelty to have n luugh ut 
hijneelf, being a sjtci'tiitar of hia orn plight. 

An sttcmpl to «tu» the poaiiiou of the ijueiu'a ConrU 
p«t t straiDed rrlntioiu with the new Naivab of Ratnpur, 
Nawab ^lab AU Khan ; and bl» aclivo poriieipatiun, 
^er initial fEluotutioe, in nrmiiging piiblicntton ofliia 
lottcn in Urdu, are the major evente of dludib's life to. 
wards its end. The unfortunate coiitr jversy sparked off 
by the pobltfatien of his ■‘Kata-i-Borhan/' dealt with in 
the preceding ehepicr, wnaoti addilionalaoufce of dktmM 
Involving sheer waste of time, talent and money. 

After the leeturatiuu of his iKjisiou, end the right t«i 
be invited to the Durbar and he vested with tlia mbe of 
honour, Chalib, in early mud*; u representation to the 
Government for beijig appointed a inwHaiireato of the 
Queen und being given a higher poHition in tlio Durbar. 
Hoaleo reqDcstefI the Governmcjit to arrange for the 
pubUcatiM of his book ‘Daatanbo’ at State eapenna. The 
representation at first drew favouriibie attention of the 
authorities. The Chief Sccfelary of the Punjab Govern 
ment eonaiden^ as 'raaaoaibJe the view of the Cammij,! 
doner of Delhi that there was no harm in appointing 


Thf Last Ytars 

GhoUb Ail the Goveroor-GeijetitVA Coiirl-l^)', nUbowgl* 
It was not proper tn nnmei him »* ihe Qaecn'A Cimrt-poet. 
There was no need for the oIRee fanjiug any ealsjy. 
The robe of honour should, however, be presenteti to llw 
noel anntitvUy and it could nUo be given to him nn other 
sped* I oecasioaB during the year if lie reeited ony 
Tills would sstiafy Ghalilt und ulst> provide 
eiiouimflgemcBt for art* in the litiU wIikliwcrooU.be 
rngment in « etate of neglect. The CiUef Beeroiary h 
rciiort ealled for fart Iter infiuiiieN on the part of IIhj 
higher authorities into Gbnlib'a conduct during the dayH 
of the Sepoy remit. A copy of bin hnob. •Bastanbo', was 
ttlflo sent for by the tiovcmmoid for examinntion. The 
txiet indeed ttminged for n neW edition of the book to 1 k‘ 
Ijubtislicd UH be wiis not BatiBfled with the itrevmu** one. 
on account of its various cdigfBpliic error^i, Kis efforts 
on both tlifi trountH in the end came to naught, lliu 

attendance at tho Court of the last Moghul and reciting 
a. piece cJirliBr mentioned, stood ia the way of h» first 
roqueit being oonoeded. Parity of tho Persian tuiiguago 
in his book ■Dsataobo’—‘it being miwiiniODn and «u* 
intelligible for the maseea*. aa the official coinmcntntMT 
put it—brought about tlio rejection of hw flceond nquest. 

The poef B inherent contempt for th« Indinii Iniiigm.^ 
phera of Ptraian was responaihle for striking a discordant 
note ill his relations with the new Nawab of Uanipur, 
Nawab Qalab Ali Khan. It began oil on a quiet note but 
Kow took an unpIeiMnnl turn. The Xawab had ^I'litapiem 
uf kis in prose for the poet’s scrutiny and review, Ohalib 
ubjected to the use of certuin woixis on th® ground 
that they did u&l eonnOte what they were intended to. 


GhaHb—Th^ Mm And Ifis l^ersi 


4Jii] Af^ccErdiagJ j dkimgEKl tbeiii am kii tlu>uglit propen Tlic* 
Nannb m dl muoi^ucei clttnl, 'Farlmiig-i-RaslufJJ^ 
'Farhnog-i'JAliaDgiri^ and oofUuii wther dlotionuriDf of 
Persian Ini^uage b hia a iQip^jrt, TJiie piDvokjed GiiaUU. 
lie inTute Idek eoofromptuDQxly thrae le^iographerv 

buyiiig tiiftt Uwy were mi but IndionM ^nd some 

of tJaetu wm lifun Hmdujs, H# would not* buwcvrr* enter 
into a eouttnverHy *aii Jie did not know' tlie way is £tf coa- 
trovertiy imd wonld ueevpl the lnterpreULtlr>ii of tho 
Nauab* twl on tbe authority of blkefio ledognaptieitij but 
bei^uea he accepted the Kaw'nb no hia MaEter^* 

The Xannb felt ^^fTended by the Jotter, l ie read In 
l»twwD tliellnea <L dig at IiimBelf. He wroti- to the poet 
ejcpregaing'Kuipruic'al hhi "utrange letter' and ventjUH 
IiJa di^-ple4ijiDre at cEitaiu expreaEiODa iiBod tiuerein. Ho 
requested him to refi-aii) froiii Indidging !ii i:nperdujtfO« 
in future* mdefia he wreudud an end to be put to all 
eorreffpondeijce with Iiim» bi whicJi case ho eiumld jiiat 
Llitow a kLoU The altarp rebuke in Uxt^. lottisi- had a tcllLEig 
efifect on GhoJib. Hu tendursd Lmmodiate and profoiiDd 
apedogiua to tlio Nnwab aud aaBured him thnt ho hud not 
mount djare^peet to anycine but bud only intended to 
conTey that he relied un his own refieojeli iind stady in 
thu matter and WM not Donecroed uitlj othcj^^ Thu 
Nawab ocoeptud the Apology but the alFAir seemvi to hoFo 
left mi eZeDietit of macour m Wo miLid. He never again 
sunt unj of hia piecea for ffcratinj anrl review by Ohalib, 
p'unjJjimcntaJ differefiueo in iherr life and outlook—the 
Naw'ob boijig a Smmi and a pkms Muoljui oiid Cbnlib a 
S hin and n 'luiif Miuliiit'i to use hio own ejEpru^ion,.—weti?^ 
perhaps* additianal cauaua of estrange munt be! ween the 
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two. It Ruyt towever, lx? Bftiti to tho credit nf Sfftwah 
QidAb All KtiM ibftt Ii* did not allow hia personal riewB 
in tliD tOBtter to put an end to Ghallb e connuctloiis with 
the Court. The poet «mtiiiucd to melira iipt» the very 
end of hie life, the montlily allownnco of Bs. 100, tUed by 
Xnwab Yueiif Ali Khan, nitltongb be did pmeticaTIy no 
work to iwfltify ile KMitinuanoe by the new Newab, 
Hardly a few lines were cnmipoeed by Gbalib dofir^ bla 
Injrt 

Indexed be itoppeni conixM»l!iji vptm m Pcrtinn in 
wlum he wrot^ kin kit (Ituiiil at the Snatanee Nawab 
Amimiddin of Lobaru, Hii- liwt Ghflinl lO Urdu VAi writt™ 
m at the Initatiw of the Xawab’a icm, Ml™ Alauddip. 

The id pa for the {lublicatiim Cff Oholib'e Jett™ ^Tst 
fllruck bia fripud Itai Pibiidtir MimBlii Shiv ^afatn 
Akbarabadi around iSm. But hie approachos to 
GhiUib in thiu (jnaneetHrti were ntpols^-ti by tie jioet who 
pirrpcimly difieouru|fcd the idea HJiyiug: ia luudly ^ 

letter that 1 have pcnneil witli rare and juirpiwe- Ttic 
kuRTuage UBeil ts jnet caaija]. Their pubilfatioti would go 
uguinut my famfi and i*e|«i( aliopu Moreovn-, why ahonld 
perwmai mattera be displayed l>efarp olhen V* The matter 
wflB, therenpoiL, dropped by Mnnehi Sliiv Nfljuin 

But the same idea croMed the mind of another friend 
three yeam Uter. It wmm Chandhury Abdnf Ghafoor 
Sarwar of Marhm. He fdt that the poet'i kitcTi hroatbad 
"a anJqtie freshnem of mind and brainty of aisjlo that 
rendered it nujoat for the addressee to keep them ftwm 
the pnblir Soon afterwarda be ehnneed to read 
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Ghatih—The Man Antf ffh Verse 

riut eozne uf tbo tetter^ addreewd liim at n mwirng 
attended among otliera by ifnnahi Mamtai! Alf Kham ft 
twble of Meerut and proprietor of the Mtijtalmi Pfwh* 
So profoundly impi<e8Bcd tras the gathering tlmt Mtuuhi 
Mnmtaz Ali Khau offered to arraopp for ihetr publieation. 
Chiudiiory Snnrar. iberoupoD^ collected Hie Icttera 
imdcTthe title 'Mehar-i-Ghalib* and handed ihern uver to 
the Prcee. But. then the ptibiiaher thought that it would ho 
better to include in the eolloptlon Ictterii nTitten by 
Ghalih u> other frirnda alao aa that would pvatly enhnnra 
tJip value and saieahility of the publient ion. On tcamiog 
tjiat Kliwnju GLulmm Ohaaa Behhnbor wiui uhso engaged 
LQ the eolleetinn of aneb IcttCM, he made an immediDle 
nppriDAph to liim and necored thene lettcm for inelnaion in 
the volnmp under publiaation. By now Ghullb’a initial 
antipathy towards tlw projeet luad mellowed to t he extimt 
that he even assLited the editors in the colleetiun of hta 
letters by asking hiH friendic to pass these over lo 

them. Some ineipliea bio rcaaori, however, delayed ihdr 
pahlicalion by several years. The ilday Cflua«| Glmlib 
tomsppet* in ISia, that Miuulai All had, in nil 

probability, dnipjKxI ilie idea. MeuituLiJe aacithi# JHenil, 
JInaaUi Jawuhor Sbgli Jnuhar, apprfiAched Ghulih for 
aMlatniufe in the pmjrrt. Ghnlilt tlirn wrote to Khwnja 
Bekhabar in Igfilt: 

“Wbcit ia ihiM MujiwLi Muiutaz M Xlum ikiiig. ffe 
rnflected the lettem but did uut publish tlten]. At the 
nipmeiit tJioy an? in great rleuioiid in tlio Punjab 
rcgimi. J know j'ou would not find him im^n'bere to 
tnjnviay thii. But Bonli* it Tips within your pro wena to oeud 
me all the let+em that have resehed you op at least thrip 
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ropicii by poirpl-post. I wjsh tlmt parwl bt" iln* reply tn 
thin lelliT.'* 

Hb h!so wTote to Mina Alaiiddin Ahmed JOian aroiiinl 
May ISflS t 'lily oblCPt in wHtinB thin note is t<' conyey 
to you that Bome in Matba Atm at Almntaba arc 

{nterort-fd in publiahSng my Icttcm in Unln* They wont 
the lottere f«ini me. They have also coll«rted Btime of 
thew from mrincR quartera. I do not keep eopieti of my 
leiterM. I am sure you would l»ftve many of my iBttws. 
Kindly send these by poioel-piMit to mv* or <fpnd them 
j«T pome bonror who luippons to comB tlii* Si'uy in ft day 
or (to. That would hrinjt me immense joy and happinwH." 

Mutwbi MunUiiz Ali'^s eDllwtioti wni juibluliwl under 
the title 'Aod*i-Hindi’, on Oatoher 27. 18W. The 
[toet, liowefer, was greatly diamtisBud with the hoot. 
ThHB were too many mistakes In the lettars. Nur did 
their orrangeinunt oome upto bis satialhetiun. That 
jH-ompted GhftUb to press for on oiiriy pithlinstion of the 
coUeetiod by Mniiahl Jawahor Siogh Janhar, Mir F:kliJiRr- 
iiddin and Munshi Whori Lai Moshlok. The book was 
iu its Bniahlng stages When the poei died. It wo* finally 
pdbluliod on March 0, ISO®, threo weeks after Gholib’s 
death. The bonk was titled "Urdu-I-Muallft” and 
carried a fomwend by Mk Mehdi irajrah and on epilogue 
by Mirttt Qurbon All Beg SnlilL According to Mir Mehdi 
Majmb the book wn* ciiTided into two parts. The first 
contained letter* written in atmpte language and ftylcj 
for Ihn benefit of slndenta, while the occoud comprised 
eom^ratively difficnlt piecca and note#, for the study 
nnrt pleBflnre of the men of lettew. The Jfl+-p»ge 

las 


Gkam—The Mun And Hts Vme 

„ poWiflhfti fn f80|), howcTer wioprijiwl 

SS.J'mXr" “li H" •““X 

Sf.™ z .k' i ’■ “"• ‘“W. 

u B«c<illd frtrt. It Viran only in IfiOi thut 

Sedition T ^-itkeenddiUMialp-g^ to thi= 

Soo,a 2f,rrtt,.«brGhaiih i,dded to 

ll by Shaik). 3fuWk AH rmn, 

Ijthorem lUm Aoutfier corteotion of Ohnllh’d ihIptf 

If Rampur u ritton during tLn Lurt, 13 ytnn 

p. ,.r “• imdtf tlhj (itJe ‘Mak4tJlh.i 

S'to™ ■ - ^«bi. TW 

Gh2i^' niaterinl for ^rittn on 

GKJih, « p^ornt pkcn of 

Tvritor ^ litoTlihiw. atany an rmiriM.1 

Tvnfor m Urdu Jian tried to imitate bip slyk and displ.v 

reaolte. Tbo letters npto tij« date am read with 

ntereatanriiidBiirfltjoiibyiitud^ea of Indinn lltnmiwrr 

^d nmqnu mrJeed" are (be nomidfmentK they «rnkn 
fS '•** tban 'Hie 4rf 

Har CJojiH Tafta reeeivinB tho krm^t numJier J33^9 
r*f them heing undated. 

pwfwy life aud ebimetor 

Abmjt h^If he writei in one: ^Vonually the einam of 

Bm Panriduneiit in the ™ld of .pfritm 

But (I hapjwna MtHt-lime, that piuniuru of the world of 
-pinu.to«otto thk world to undent 2 Sfi^ 
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Tbf YrarJ^ 

tiioy fiicdt. Bo I WM ordored to be pTodn^’Uii in iti* 
world on Sth of Rajfrh 1212. HLjrin. For tltirtwri yarn 
I wiR k^pt in polic# lci'Ck*up. On the 7tb of Rsj»b 1225^ 
Eijni'i I WM fteotsDoed to itnprMonnieiit. for Ufo (TLe 
referenw is to Jiis miiTiapfh 1 WM put iiii nhaini »nd 
g&nt into priion, wMoli wab Deihu Writing of proBe 
and compoiition of verw w^e ordered, to he my hard 
laboiiT, Aft tT yearB of Btny in the joil 1 fled tto place 
and for three ypAM roainefl about in regioiis of thn Eont, 
At laet I wiifl brought back from Caieutta atid impiiionfid 
in the mmo When they fotmd me to Im^ n 

flno^oua prleonirr^ added two handeuffa to my 
r liminfl (tEferunce here is to Hoflsain Ali Khun and Bnkar 
AU Khim, children of Arif, who were brought up by 
GhiUib after the death of ibetr father ai Iiih nvra]. With 
feet injured by tlio fetteiri and bands by the manorles^ 
tt bticnMe even morn difficult to do the liftrd labour 
uiaigned to me* Laat yeWp BJinldug off the fetters, 1 ran 
away with my imndcoRh and reaebed Rampor pasamfi 
through ifeerut and Moradabad. For about six months 
I Btayed there. I uaj 145a iiih Now I riwlvetli 

never again Ui attempt another eempe. And even if I wuih 
to. how can I do that I Now 1 do not even have the 
Etrength to dw* L*it us mtc when 1 reecLve the orders 
for my Tfileoflc. TIiot k a atoall ebani-e of my bemg 
let off tbit month. Nobody anywhere except to 
hit place After releate. I would alio, after my Ubfuaticn^ 
retam itriight to HeaTAH — ^tbe world of fpirite- 

Another of hU lettan rofloets htt attitado towtrdi 
womeiip On learning of the dooitb of a frkiJid a belovodp 
b* wrote 10 Kim 1 'I haim joat r^'tsei™! your littBf Ml 
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oi^M. I ],nj (t nut. tfl me Jiy Vusuf Ali Khun 

b» 

bS; .!;S‘.r.kr”*'"^'"" 
”"T“ i”°°? ""■* i««™T ills.'! 

"MdTbVSS’**ll' •”“>”'i"l? ririiniil mill 

h..f »^ eniTiIntinji Miijnti. Laii^ riled 

befote afajDH and youi* Intie ,li«j b^foia yen. Ynq 

*11^ ^ "liile ''our b^e 

f. J rr*' is nethbs tening *l„ut 

Sm heH iny«HJ- Mut God |,Imh 

ibciii belli nod blew tu (tto. fer I hftTelmoTrn thegriefaef 

- bre’^ d^tk. ThebHdeut J refer to. k LTZ^ 

, Ahhaugli ttinajiftpj einco I frfli that field und 

her cbfltb Fflrtiwwfioleofmy tif.,. Even now t rwnein- 

and bid ^<aod^bve m th^ 

^f‘wheeddri-sBr.1 

nnotber letter d M har rebuking him for ^1111 b « 
rtnteofmoqming. The btter in pari my« ; 

"Mjrzji fehiU, I not like tbJM. I uui sixty five teura 
or and fifty of tbn.e bn.^ born -pout m vLlng and 
daTa V r '^rcolout and prrfujae. In my JSmgw 

life £a( dfrl"*"” jT* tis* plcwiare. of 

^ not hfl^inmu bke a b« but BBt *a n ey. I haTo alwuva 
feUawed that advice. Only heahoiUd monnj for oMh-^ 
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wlio woiild nf.it fiimueirii Why weep^ wliy ofy f 

Do not take ^of fo the kmiL Thnuk God fcir your 
nevJy-gaiDed fi'etwjDiii. And if y<j^ hud hiipftiiieis 
only In eiifllaTement tlitn 3^011 eduv Iiuto sdiho Uannn 
Jan if thi^ro bo no ClniniiJi Jnti— beloved). 
Indeed I ahudder at the vciiy thouglit of EeavpiL That 
I woold buTB perennial lifo* a plnco nod a Houri to poH 
the TThole of it I Tliat tnakes my goi|ce rim. Aud why 
ahookl not it ! Tho iret3- “ sifiglo ever-liTing 

Heart ia revolting. Brother, come to yonr Benaea and 
take fiomo new tifTectinn to yotn- heart. Give it to some* 
ode cIh'.” 

Pcffteml by hii creditors^ and humillntod by them in 
variona WRyn, Ghallb wrote to Mirra Qitrbftn All Beg 
Snlife : Jiave no hopes of Goil even, ttot. lo ^pcoA of 

men, 1 caniioi help It. I hnvo Iweome n epcotatOr of 
my own pbght and hurniliiitlDn. T find happiiwa in 
sorron nnrt degradntiiTiu I imagiiH? myieif to Ite a 
j^tranger. Each new grief moke# mo any t Hn t ThEco 
Ghikbb xietfi another kirk. He wan verp praud of him¬ 
self ajid claimed to be a great poet mid iieholnT of Perskri 
Ungnage, with none t<t ik|u 4 Jiim far iwnd wide. CoHie, 
feco the eieditors now. Hullo [ Jfalani^rd-Daula Bahadnfi, 
Hullo Nnwab Sobih. why Kawab Saliilj but Ghnlnin Sahib, 
What ifl alJ thia ? Here a emditor holds yon by the 
Lodar, there another horla words of nbdie nn Ton 

Eire a aaljDqi and Aftasialii. ^liy do you stmid all tbia 
hdiDlljatioo, Why da mii you lay Homothing! Why do not 
yon hjt^ Wh ? Si^eak up i lay sanietbing. But what cam be 
say ? How can he, in taoh dtBhonour^ tpesk. Hu bss wine 
on hmn frein ■toWp rows frmn tli^' floww-Tftndor* 


GhaUb—Tke Man And His Vtne 


Tnut lllu BbDpItrtpcr, oJ^h &oio the tnerchant and 
moiwy from thu (foldanjith, ftow wooJd you pver be able 
to deer that debt. yf,i, Bhoufd kive rpTen some 
thflught t'O Hckti 


Hibwhm; of bniticuir bursts forth at varioaK iHaima 
while dealing with religions inatteM. Here is n 
tetter written to n friend during the holy luojith of 
Ramraii—the month of fnatliig and prayer fur the deeont 
Muslim. ■'The aun is ^-ery fierw. I am obuBrruig fut 
these days, but I keep on foBdliag it. Now I haven 
of Now I tAke ft pair at the huhhle-bubUlE— 

(Hooka). Somotunre I take u pieoo of bread aJiio, IVoide 
living hero are aim of strejigi' ideas and noiioiw. Thev 
are mart un-underetanding, I fondln my fort, but thnl; 
people say that 1 do not objwrve otic. They do not 
injrtMtjind that it is cue (king not to observe a VaKt and 
f|mte another to faudle it,"' 


^Skiii diaeases. gortric troubJea, Lonrtiputioii. diabetes 
and pftin in intestines wore the main afflictions of Ghslik 
dmng km last yea™. They greatly undormined his enertv 
and strength. Towards the end of J«61 Imdeveiowd 
abscerte* iit varlou* poinia. Tlmy took nn a SBrioim fonu 
wnfLiing him to bed for nearly two years and making 
hm eipwioiice the very Hell m life. Of kis fonditiou 
auring tkw ponod ke writes in detail to bis friends. Here 
Uft! siTOe G^met4i : 

1 » pinpla appeared on my riokt 

luuuL The pimpte doveloped Into a boll which burst In 
(tme to breomo a wound. The wound innud into a cate. 


Hip Lit4t YeatA 


1 Wfri yntlcr trcatinuut of ludj^Ji ^7a^T^lhs*“-{tTyd^ fonn of 
tnii;gc<iii»]i My eonditiim HT.irsiFncd. Fcrr tbs? Ic^nt two 
monthB T have bccji iinilcr ift’*tTncni of Br. Rnk. Kwiilc* 
rkrt b0j£i]:t run tlmiugh inj Ikrtly, My t^eah La being chQp|H^d 
□C I hiivt! ^Kiun feeling rtJiof for the past tir€?iity 
dayd^^^ But ihe ruliof wiwft oidy temporary for atintber 
letter dat’Pd Augiifit any a ' "For the lisut erne yw 

1 Eim flfTeetflid witli diEeiUHje of tlie bloocL My Lodyt 
bei'&uii^^ iif the exseiia nf ixaibs, has turned iatn a wide of 
the cfkddle^ AJI fitrengtb liaa loft me. I irmain iti bed 
LhroagliDUt the day and 

Td ft few other frieDde be i^ritea i "No^ I bare ELEjtiier 
forerj nor cough nm lutrolysle i>f the body of jair. It 
IB wQfsSd find more revolting in ftpyhcanmce^ I om Bulfef- 
ing Erom a diacafic of the akin. In brief. 1 ham twelve 
bails OH Pl3" body fram head td fdotp Eaeh boil haa a 
wound whieh in fact La a cart?p Ereiy day I nEsecI half 
fk pound of oiotfueot and twelve or tliirteeii pieces of clotli 
for dresang. For nino or ten miJAthA f went withDai 
aleep and food. I waj in great diatroiB day and night, 
1 would eloep fof a ifhilo when T woidd be awakened by 
exeruclating pain caiie<d by some ahi9<^e4B+ I would 
w^oltef in agnoy mid poinp It would j^iibaide ansi lei me 
d«e off. But I would wx>n be awakem’d again the naiue 
way. Thia ii how J hum paJiaed thow inghla......! 

fed up with tTila life. In feci life witliin me strugglee 
like ail enraged bird to free itaelf 1 da not Like any¬ 
thing. Keitlier any Itobbjv nor any ineetlng. I hate 
booke. I hate verse, i hate my body Mid I hate my soul. 
By Heavoifl*all lliat 1 wrkn im Lrno and without the 
lligbtfvt eacaggeratioi!. 1 UpjfIo of deatli ever)- il*y^ It 




Ghi^tb^The Afat) And MU Vtrst 

iceopa away from iwiM God wilU mo to bo Id conetuit 
ngony". 

Hi; riMDVeri>d &om tiia ailmeot by lUo end of ISttil- 
Jii WoniW ilinl year lie iTrtJt* bo gazi AWuhfajoiJ: 
■I liave roeovemd now. Tlmn: m ho boU or pimplo any* 
wIiere, But tliuro iasouiiiLdi of wiiakneM tlwt may God itavo 
MiMi v oij me. Atid wby abuuJd not tlmro bo Eumh uenk- 
la-uif. Foryeara J have l)eem.tiafin«i to bwl. f am sevoutv 
yeuft of age, and half of die blood bi my body Iim 
without doubt lea it in the fotm of pus, And wliero now 
tte tliiit htshJeJ make; up for timt ? Anytraylam 
kUU alire uud mu gnitefid to yon for inquiring about nl^ 
hcAlth/' Three montha Liter in Kebmaiy liittt, wJu ji n 
rumour sjjpnid about bin death and Xawnb Auw^ir.td- 
Baula u rDfe to him uhont it. lie replied : ‘:aay God givo hbi 
bfeBaing to tou. Ton norer cared to enquire about ine till 
you licflrd of my deatli I Both the foniomu about my doath. 
oniJ my present lines ahuut iny Itfo, aro {urtiy true and* 
poriJy faJsc. Among Iho il«ad J am only imifrdeQd, and 
among tiie living I um only iLiIf-alive/' 

In Oetoher Gliuiib uudertouk a sueoud trip to 

Kampur. Formnl euleln&lioiu of the ascendcnco to the 
Gaddi of Nawab gubifi Afi Ebon wu the ov-uasiun uccessi- 
tating this jonmey by the State's CDUTt-poot, GJudib went 
in high bojwa. He waa in great need at the time, 
liaving isoumd lioavy dchta and besDg oanatajitly jwe- 
tejed by hia crediUua. He mw meired with all the 
honour, warmth and aficdioti cjEtended in him by the 
new h'awah'a predecessor. But Iho geiicrnaity of the 
ronncT WM lacking. Hawab Qalab Ali Khan eonJd 
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md, in till lx* bUmcd for ihtit. GhalibV rektloni 

with bln prcdti^esEor wnv f/u n prnionAl llmii -c^^ctal 
IpreL Ghabb^ howcT^r, had flomr with dificTtiii notioiiA 
jid li ov^ident &azD hi^ iptlcr to Tikf^ frotn i^niptzr whirli 
* *V[ hui-c not coiuD hpro to ask for rcwurd for my 
vftme ur apprcK^iAtion of my |iiusi^* J hjivt witue Ltro to 
lo^k for tiltHK. Kyou my PK^al# I do nut Ua w rmiii my 
piTHutml nooountp I t|]i!iii from Lhu Uii mi* 

*eci what the fate hfl4 in atoru for me at tlie time ivl'niy 
dopfti’tiirc/’' 

Hut tJie fate hud M illed a Earn for bdow Ghiitib'u vx- 
perUtluns, Tiie po^t vm An tirded ndy Ea, iiiid an 
ftddlllonnl rtum af Ra. 2()0 waapald towurdu Mh oxp^na^s 
on the |DUnipy_ This piorely dlEup pointed him ntid ho lefi 
Raniptir on Deeeuiber ^0, in groat do^4'tlon. 

Troublo by in wait for him on the Wi^y, The rJvor 
Relhi Gon^ju iioai ^lorndabad wua in pjiafo due ta heavy 
iiFiiitor mirw, Thoro waa only a pruybluiiid bridge of 
biuitii Lu c!ftiHa tho rivof p GluUib a ptanijuin Jiad bnnlly 
erofiised tfio bridi^o whm h isw m-afi;b<^d away* with oIJ 
hia luggage imd aervantit iaR uti t he otl^er hank. Hr wan 
ooDBirainoiJ to paaa the night in a Hf3‘a\ Ln the town with¬ 
out any bedding or foenL Hb fxaii health at Ibu age, 
Duaring avventyr eouJd nut eland the strain and bmke 
duwtJL Fartunatolj^ tho folio a kig day aoiiio friunilB t^ms 
and took him to the home of Bayed-ndnlin Khan Saiiib, 
a bgre he w as extended the traditiiDiiDi hoipiudity of tho 
hulue^ lovn and boiH^ur, l>eyond his exj^eeiatiiilL 
Mokunmed Euasam Khan, a lop oQlehU i»f the Dlitiieti 
tcMik him from k^yiHi-vd-din Khaa's bouM; tiji his [liane and 
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plajocl bck^t tD biiD for foil flv$ H« liUAlly 

IMhi fm \bv Bth praiiu[ir¥ i&64i^ Writinj? About this trip to a 

Jjo 8Ay« : ^^Myatrengtli u.ml glory, bcAUty of thought 
Atiii refm«^ifiGnt of mtiirPt aU those goods ti^ero loivt 
ij bring osy journtfy to tibd fioiu liumpiiT”, And lii^idcti 
thikt he soon siurtod tliiit ounlroFerey about the anthoritr 
and HuthentLieity of Endiun loxiograjjJiers of IVrstau 
laDgiiugc whieh alinoEt ^ recketl liU rela( iefu« the 

Court of Rarnpur, 

3n u Itittur to the Kftwab of Hajupur uritten on 
JanuAxy Nb the poet do^rlbei^ liis ejrperienee thus : 

roftthfitJ MoradubaeL TJio bridge gave way after the 
plikDtjuin Itad ^mssed and all my luggage and Jnen were 
left on ilw otlier Kida iii the open willi noibiiig but etilti 
to feed upon. Welt, they aloiio know best how they fared. 
I iiomd the mgHt, hungrj' and thirsty, in b Emull room 
ill t.be fknir cit MomcLibad, wrappn^] in a Hingh? blanfcr^t 
find feorting one of lOy own pieecR, 

got up hi ilia motiiliig in pahi ajuI diatros^^ Then 
oama two angels w^nt by ^alnbzafiu Jlfunitiit All Kimii 
lUid they took me to the residence nf 8aycd«ud-i]in Kbafi 
h!hkhjb, who received me witli i^ueh rct|ieet and honour os 
WDJ beyond my expeetationa. Then all uf a sudden. Muni vi 
Mubauiiiieil Kbau BmliLidur» ^addor-nl-gliidBr, 

reached tbort^ and me to Ilia pLaev wbort* ho kepi me 
for tii'e day^. Brother Mnslola Khan Bohuduf met me 
there. Tho tMsxt day he left for iho oapitAl of {densnro— 
ILunpiir—and I for the oentfe of woe, Hclbip reaching my 
grief-fftriidcnn hotioc tm JanuaJiy tt, IdW* it mm oil 
becaoMr of your glmy, eiw 1 and to roaoii Delhi aJiw t** 


144 


The Last Years 


Gbuljib Tii’tLH {}aiillllDd to bt'd with difib&te® anti pain 
m iiQ£>n itftitr biH rftwn ir^uii Rampiir* 1 

iiiinjft.DDAta jjipiclpiit OQ I lit return jownoy greatly xind^r* 
oiinetl Ilia beulth. Tbe c^PiaaiiHmeiit, tbia time, app^-nwii 
lo him to bo for ccniil whiwh eonld tnd only with hh 


Itiiltcd ho yonuTned for that nnd fGreeetfl the dato 
of‘tbe gr&ai l iberafcioti' aoyero l tiracfl^ efttb time to befu-lisl- 
bod by fiaLiire. TuoiitbE nfler bifi totum Tmiil Rerrt* 
pur lio virthm to Maulvt Hnbib UlloJi Khan Zidcii on May 

18SMi: ^'Uy Mend, my do jon UavciiLny Woa 

h^y'» 1 am T I wah w^mk before, now I lun balf-dcacL I 
was only doaf befoeo, and now lam spptoa<rbing bbod^ 
ne^. Tbt'e^ are tlie aftor'^oSecta of the trip tn Rato pur* 


There is ejctTome woukii w of the body and also of tlin 
eye. I wrlto a few Ijuea, my fingrtfl bwKHno benumbed 
and the wordi inoiipablc of tccoiputlpti- 1 haws lived 
ADventy years. 1 have ilvod enough. Now th!a life la a 
maiUr not of y^arftj but only of raoirthj and daya-^* 


To ihit flMne friend he writee rm December 4, SSOd *. 
*^Ab for my diet, I take seven cruBbed almond* witli 
(fjrup in tilt* raomLn^ and tbJck gravy of about a arar of 
tDtiUon In the afternoon. In the ovening I sometime* 
lake tlireo fried kabahB. Late in the evening i Imre wine 
weighing fire Rupee* with eMcnre of ffugar* Aa weak, 
neaa of my limlre, I oannift g^t up from bed. If T try 
to get up with my hands set on the floor* like an animal* 
1 esperienco quaking and bursting of the mnseleBi i frel 
like making wnlvr about a doicn fclmes during the day 
Kid ten or tw^lri? timee at night. The pot njimtins near 
the bed. 1 gnt up, make water, and go to bed again* 
Among the rtsaBons 1 live U Uw fuel that I havi 
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■'“'iioib.c»u,„f 

««« iiidrad mr'iirtv “ "7S“ 

hundr^A ^ of Raphes thmc 

month btintlPBd and fortv a 

month. TcIlnieiBnothrBiiJIydiffipnltta Uve?- ' 
ij^'i^tandlng bis fr^U health Ghalib had dnwifl 

tTC ^ -«--t 

ihotai^kbcvoiid Improvement Now ha felt 

he h A ^ pOHaxw, CoQ^cquentlv; ^^ft^Jy in IS6T 

rrt,dd. d»d o.™* ,u, S H° ‘ST'iJl:'^ '■"" 

them as b«t „ ho eoold T . 

M oonld not stand ihia ainin. He '"‘"5 

to be excused in this freo^d in fntwe Few 

««m tohavBpaid any h«d to bis reqC 5!^^’ 

nued to ponr in and be eontinued to diote't ^ 

Dpto a dav hr» deatli. ^ thefflto 

A vivid portrait oTGbalib in l,i» Jb*, _an, is I.r. . 

to Kn,hin.r. Write, be : Sahibrl 

hopbc With a big gate. On one .idt ,he,n LT 
m the room there waa a i. ^ 

glued to a TH>uj,d ^ m«i. hm eyei 


The Laifi ytwj 

*4 uflFtiriad h\m iny hui liD wi.LB mj liiiril of 

th^t iiP>t u word gat un ta liim* I htijocl. fu Li 
v^liiic tlum dtmLdEd tu fefcurii, Jiiiit tliuu QbiiUb tunnel 
aver lUi*. side*, li-jldlng tJac ttriii of Urn boiJ* itud Wb eyeSi 
fdJ uji inn^ I bowed La him* With grcftt dilEciilty ho 
fiiiooo«i|cjd in gt^ill□g up from ihb IkkI mid g«itiiig down 
%u the tlmir. He made me ail bobide bLUiaelf and plaeod 
a l^n 4 ind [japer before me eayiiig : 4 aee tbie much^ 

but my eara uaimot] lieat i% ibmg. Please wHte dowu 
Lbo ruplka to wbatflVBr I usJi/ 

atilced me my iiiune end ILc pltuue I oamo froin. 
Tbc gentlomem who bad aueainpanled me to him tried 
his best to, introduoe me to Mm m a loud volee, but ab 
Lb irain. TV hen I ecribbied down my name Mid the 
plaee of reflidenee be eald^ 4f yoti bave eoine to ^ 
mo tben you Hhoiild also bo L-ompuBing Homeibitig. Pniy. 
recite some of yom: piecefl also,' i said that I had eomo 
tu hear ids wqeM He molted bifi BEVeral plot's for a 
long time then innsLed on my reeiting some of my owii. 
I reeked a fsinpJet wbieb he repeated after me and 
i:ommcnd«l it a great deal. Then ho turned to tke 
servant ordering him to bring fackl. 

+^Tbiokiijg that bo was Lryitig to UJt kmd Urn iraditkimul 
haejiiUility of the houoo to u*p 1 scribbled dt^iro m note 
tu him to the efftid that uiir Ingpgo Uy paoked up. anti 
oar carriage itciod on tilde m the Herai and there was 
but iittia lima left for us to catch ibe train. We had 
juat come en route to pay uur respects and now would 
beg Leave to depart. Ho said : ‘The object of your 
yiait^waa to see ma and my eDudlrioiu ^oa have seen 
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Juy Wiceknefl^, it h su diOi^nU fLr tee to itnive afeont. 
Ai for my uli^btg 1 do not rtoo^niye anyniio aisd yoii 
liave bUo Kteti hoTTB^ncTtr mtJcli obis may tbciut I do not 
bear a word. Ybu huve b€Mrd me reel to my verse, Tlao 
only tiling that romaina to ba eeeji is wfcat 1 eat. Jyst 
bavit a ItHjfc at thaTi^ too, before you go,* 

"TJitUi fflazELD bia fyod, Ybere uperv two phu!ka3^ (tlilii 
ctmppatie) amJ a |j[ atft of i^atod mftitt whb arvme fruit. 
He took Cniy two or Lbr&e and then 

Eu thft ierrent to Hrar ibft place. It i& imUy a marvel 
bow bft iurrlvea mi fitiub a miull qmmlity of ftH&du” 

Kifl ilUbcidLb iiieaub iio reliial from domc^Io worries 
eitbcr. Tjienj wna the of Jilltw Hosuiin All 

Khao’s mniriagr whoae cngaiLftniftiit liad already Ukm 
place And whoj^e relatloni now preiaed for an early 
ceremony- But no ore IrooldrhLjne anti prefaiog waa the 
qucfiEioo of Ijia tlt bte. As bis beaitb failcHl Mi crftditnffl 
became mor^ rvBtless and nienactiijgk Home of tlatm eTen 
Ihrestcfiftd legal action rgoiiiit h'mu Giialib bad Use 
meana iioilbrr to jura rage for Hoasaln Ali KUoii'i m n jTftigo 
nor to dear bie dtrbl»- Hia only bopo of ftucoonr lay in 
the Cotiri at Kampiir. 

Ha Bt first apjjrooohed jS'awab Qidab All Kban for 
monetary aeiJitanor to movit tijo i‘3C|K!JiSftJi of ilia oianiagn- 
Letters froin tho Cbort ofLioiabj inquiring about the total 
sum Dcedtid ivtisod blgfj Lopet with binu Ho put iho 
fignrci at two to Iwoamj a half I honaontl of rupees but 
said that he did not de&iiive tbal mui.h luid woold try 
to cut doH'o the expenafte to wbatevor was given by the 
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Court. PestcTod by liia oroiiitorB he, howeveft s®™ 
ftbnnduDcd tUo ploiM for Ilosauin Ali Khwi's rnurrii^ 
uit) tarnml to tho Nawab for a^«istance clear luB 
debt#, Ho vrote to the Hawab on NoTOmbor 14. ISflS ^ 
“I hava bnen ablo to «ftve Only Ha. 34 out of this mooth’B 
Bakry. I can aaro my honour only if IgelBa. 440. 

1 haca flbatidonad tho plans for Ho-wain All Khan's 
irmr ringw- 1 will novar livlt about it dow. Why bother 
about maixiago. It wOI be a great tbirg if I cun sate 
my fow nnd honour. Kindly send roe Ropeoa fiOO.' 
Nawab Mina Khwi Dagh. who was employed at tbs 
Court of Rampni, Informed iho poet that the Jfawftb bad 
agreed to moke an award to him to b«Tp deer bis 
debts nnd wanted to know the esact Pgure. Ghnllb egnlu 
Intimatml the amount bol no orders were ptiased by the 
Sawab. Fortunately, none of tie crDdttore tranakted his 
threat Into action. The poet, heworer. had a coMtant 
drea d of that. 

As death approivchod neniVT. hi* etrength declined 
fur* Her. But hia wit and seiUB of humour remsincd 
almost totally tinaUcctcd, So did Ilia coPBidEmiion and 
regard for friondB. AJlhongh about a year or so before 
hi# death, ho bad stotipcd moving out of bin houac and 
was Indeed too wtak to attend to letters, lie ueew 
oeaBsd to inquire about hk friends and reply their 
letters. At first ho w'ouJd wiiio tbn letters in Li* ow n 
b and lying in bed, but when the honik iKsgnn to quake 
at the ilighlest effort with the advancement of ego uud 
weakness, he atarted dictating roplics to them. 

A few days before hiu deoth ho developed intcrmittejit 
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faintiog fits. He wonrd lemam in a state of onitin for 
honra, but -wnuld oxbtbit bti usual cbcfrfuliieflB of lUo 
apiiit the moment hs regaioed onnscfousneGB. Bfanlona 
Hali tells vs of his viiit to tbe poet a day before tu» 
deatb. Gbalib bad juet eome to, vben tbe Sfaulaxm 
reacbei there, A letter from Nnireb Altnuddin of 
Lobaru inquiring about Ids death -H-as ahoaii to him, 
To this ho dialAtcd a reply abich read in part, "Why 
do you ask about me from myself j Yout'hnnid ask 
about me from my tioTghlunin! in a day or so/’ After 
#Gine time he ngam re1apM>d foln a #tate of eomn. 

VVhen he pome to again, be papmsed a desire to eat 
Mimething, Then he turrird to the sen-ant and asked him 
to Jeich MarxA iTiwan Beg (eldest dnugliier of Baker A|f 
Khan Kumal whose real imme was JTohd. Bultan Begom 
bnt whom Ohalib aln-Ays treated like A boy and lovingly 
nddpeesefj hb MiriEB dlwatiBeg). HuUn went to the hoaoe Ui 
find her aileep. Her mother wnt werd that she would 
send ha* the moment «he awoke. Ghalib «ild; '*Yeiy 
well, r will mt wlieji al» eomps” nod rcclmnl his head 
Hgoinet the pillow. The moniriit ho fliti so he passed out 
ngain. Hakim Mahmud Klinn and Hokuu Ahsaii Ullah 
Khan Bahadur were Immerliatrly rent for. Their diagnosis 
was that it u-as a ease of crrehTnl hnemorrhAgr and 
roiuequpDt paralysis of tlie bralo. They tried their best 
to levire him but alt in taio. He nover came to again 
and pasued «wiy the next day, nn Fehruaiy ijs, jg^ jj, 
the Artemoon. 

A controTpfuiil figure throughout hiu lift, Gbalib 
coBtinurd to b« on evEo after hia death. Many who 
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knaw him to bo a Shut wanted to perfoiM bl# lust nleH 
aocorflmg to the ou&toiDfl of lbs fleet. Hot Jutwitb 
2uiutiaia Ahmed Khon Ncer Bnkhflhui, nml Hakim 
UaliDiud Klino would not ogn*. And none eonld dure 
ehfkUenge their will, bo Influential and powerful indeed 
were they in the Capital. The funeral prayra" waa ofiTered 
otlfaide Delhi gate and the poet wOfl giran A bufiol 
in the dvnafltic graTeyaid of Ijohara family aceordjng 
to Suimi ritea. An in life, ao in death nature oonipiiwl 
to thwart hin will, for there la no doubt about hia 
haeuig embraced the Shia sect fif Talnai I’arly in youth 
and ha would, if ha eould, certainly baTe reaented foisting 
ftf Sunni (jojoitra nnhimafte hifl dantli. 

The poct’a death was deeply mourned tlironghowt 
India, Several eminent pooU wrote elegieB on the nccMion. 
The plaque on the tomb carries a piece by Mir Melidi 
Majruh. The infloription wads : **The pride of TaJib and 
envy of Urd is dead—Aaed UUah Kban Gballb ifl dead ; 
Yeaterday I set kneeling gricf-etrickea beside my 
Ustad's tomb. Wiien Hatif found urn lout in thought for 
a picoe about him he said : "The treneurt and wealth of 
meaning Ups buried under the diiM-"Tlie originai piece 
by Mairub published in Akmal-Al-Akhbar, however, w na 
to the effect that when Hatif footid roe Bitting beside 
my TJBtad’B tomb grief-itrieken end in gwat dislxess he 
■aid i "Majroh if you are lent in thought Sur a pwee 
abont him, then jiut say: "The wealth and treutiie of 
meaning lies buried under the duflt”. Apparently the 
piece was ravined by HBjrub later to read u it appear* 
vn the tomb today. 
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Bwt tlie perflrn n,o«t troubled *nd ehocird by 
fihalib E dcAth Tn- bia wile Umrao Bfgnin* With bu paea- 
lug away flopped ell the doureeit cf incotne for Iha liowire. 
Aot only tbflt. The fint hsd died in debt, Tbe fum 
connirntd totelled no Ira# thim Rs. BGO, Being a pensen 
of doepty religiQua nalurp, Beanm GiialJb was mure 
fcntwrned about elwrlng ibe drbt than anything el«. for 
aho beliercd that Ghatib’# aouj tronid contmae be m 
agony till that vu done. Hit letter io the Nuirftb of 
Rampiir written in A^gmt IBCP, 
twubie in her miad on tint urMunt betidea deEfrihjag 
tie dwtreaaing conditicn in uLlch ihe ftund birsein 

ft ritea she ;-einee the duy Ghfllib has ditd hie bapicn 

Widow finds benelf in aucli trrnble end mce as dtfv 
dmufjptioa. Flmtly, Ghntib died in debt to the tnne of 
Bb. 800. seeundly, the pension oecorded by the British 
«ss«d and thirdly, the tEonthiy feJair nf Be. JCO which 
you oaed to wod to the lote Slina in aiprreiatiop of 
hia MrrineB w«a flloo inddenJy stopped. ISo Jong I have 

Itred on loons. Now I nm wnabJe to raise anv Inau 
either. The tesnlt Is tbot now I find nething but 
fetairatlon etaripg iti the fao^. 


"The upplirant deam-s that she he Bircn aneb 
wntuee u would clear the late iii™ of his ohlieutien. 
EIm he wonid he in great agony, if yonr Highreas 
would ariapgo to pay off Ms debts it woidd be an act of 
gpoat piety and good,*' 

Begum Ghalib bad also approached the Britiah 
admirnstration fur the Irunsfer of her huahabd^s pensinn 
in the name of h«r adopted ton llcasain Ali Khan. But 
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th^ requeet waa not conceded- The CommiMWiie^ 
hoTireTer, agwed to Taoko o montWy grant orBupew JO 
to the Begum to bn collected by her in pcfaon &oai tlie 
Court. This she would never do. She preferred to die of 
fltarVfttloD rather than appear in peiBoti in tho Court nnd 
thcrely brirg Mlagroce and difehenonr to the tUuiitnoin 
nil Tim of t he fimiily slm came firom.' 

Xo fljaiiftoiicB WM6 givon by Nawnb Qalab Ali Khan to 
Umroo Begum to olcur Chalib’a debt. HoeEain AJi Khun 
vaa, however, etoploycd at the Court of Eaaiptir on a 
monthly salftry of Ba. 25 ■ona after the poet's death. 
Tliifl served to help tha family * little; hnt brought no 
pence to the Begum's troubled mind. She then turned 
10 her own cousins, the Kawab of Loharu and his brother 
Nawsb iSintiddin Khun, for help. Nawab Ziouddin Khan 
bad whole of Qhttlih'e debt clctrca from bis peiwmal 
ftOTOKPt. The Nawab of Lohsru, Mi«i Aminuddin, 
sanctioned a grant of Ba. 30 a month to be paid to "CinWo 
Begum till her death. But she was not deatimHl to rrveiva 
it for long For she breathed her last on the first death 
anniveranry cf her hnsband. Accurduig to one acctmnt 
the Kawab of Bainpw alao ordered on November 8, 18159 
a draft of Rs. 600 to be sent to Begum Ghnlib. ilnulnim 
Hell or, a noted biographer of Gbalib, jSf howevtr, emphetie 
untho point that aa«iatwtw in ibis resiwct came from 
Nawah ZiAuddin Khan of Lobaru. Shethh Alrtm, am-!her 
of GhoUb's biographois, also gives a suDllar ausoant- 

Seven ohildren, boys and 

Ghalib in bis lifctiaio hnt none survived 1 be age of fifteen. 
His adopted sons also passed away a few yeata after bis 
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deAtk Notking but hm work was left to tbe iriirld. 
Bat that wa* taorn tisjiii duoiigk to immcTriiilJia bbn. 



p4 ► 

■ Vtr.^ 







%^ • *-» 

m 






I 



,r* - 


Ghallb'fi Tamb 



Abote: Ghatth'^ Tomh In ihtmaumi^nm 

wiuhidlffiw 

I Tht jiAsi^ em Mr l^mA, Tht poti wm 
bvkdin the dyrkaiU ttfmtry ^ Loham Dytmrty 
ip fiiz&rrmii£n. 








V 

1 


i 


j 

A 




Chapfer X 

GbBlJb'i Wark—A Crldpr 


litflTature of iwniy tmtion ba* Jta wfit^ra and [loeta 
who aro the pride of not mly their natiTe conntry but 
of the whole world, of entito mankind. Mitxa Ghnlib, the 
ffrrat poet of the Indian siib-contincut, h one of thano 
iwii£h$ an? jifoponnc&d W'lth lore and admiration 
far beyond the bonndaricfl of tlioir country. 

'■TIjo Soviet people love and ohcriili the memory of 
thin remarkable poet I'ho mcoeedtwl In hlcoditig the heaerty 
of verse and imagery cpf tbo filaRerical Penian and Urdu 
pocta, Hada, Amir Khuanip Beydil and MirTaqqiMtr. 
with the voice of the new era. 

‘^The socikJ motifs in Gbaljb'a wQikB, Ins protest 
ngninat Injuitiee and opprcisian, fl-nd Ma call for onity and 
fricnd&hip umongat natirma are eHpooially uodemtandEible 
In the people,,.Soviat eftidimta of GhaUb** wofka 

moke a particularly earefnl eindy of thoee vem’« of the 
jiort which are imbaed with lofty ideals of honjftuifltn and 
optimism aod assert the triumph of life in all its manifes- 
tationji. It Jh preeiBely eoeh poema, os well as Ghahb^^i 
proBc writingH of thia kind, that am Bpeclally popular 
with the Soviet people. However, acholors are alA> try¬ 
ing ta explain those woiks by Gbalib wbiob are permuted 
with j^esairoiam and drepalr and mado luori uompUcat^d 
by. tflpminology^ In the opLuion of Soviat Hbohiri! 
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this tmid m GhallVa wotka never pr^doiiiitmt<?i]. It waa 
tmctsAblc to f Jits dymppointmcnt reaidting from the fnUuro 
of ibo imtloDol uprising. 

^"Gfadib TOiUtl iieYt^r iwc-actle himself to thn 
meat of Kifl liomdand- The poet ae-ver faimed opoa or 
pringed before ihc atfen mferf. He entbu«LojttEMiHy 
greeted the great zmtioDfit upriimg of 18S7-18G0 and wjtli 
deep idrrow aad indigaation doaoribed the ntrocitlee eona- 
laitted agatoat the iiisai^oaLd. 


TV'e fia^e to ruffer the ruthleaH oppreasioo 
Of Hritain'e datpotie Munp* 

Our aqaarca ere pkeea of execution^ 

Oar homca bare been tiinte<l talo zmdaao'^ Cjnila)« 
Wrote the poet in hiUecnEiii nrut wfatk"' 

The ahoYO ^otatirms rofleet a view of ClialibV work 
tod fifo shared by many emu in Tndfa. The quotathma 
are from ati article tiffud *3Iirzji Glmlib m the Soviet Unirm% 
by \Bygeiii QieljaheVi Miimd uf iho Indian PhilQ^nphy 
Deportment, lufftituto Orkntial Studks USSR Academy 
of Soirnws, The QbiicmitiDUo merii attention they 
oQme from on Aisidemioifla of a country where rnttny 
aGhidojTi ha ■re engpgtii in re^rikreh on Gbalibk life and 
Work. It ifl^ liowETer, diflcti]t to agree witii ChelyshoT^i 
ftiacfismeat of Ghalib"i roaeUon to the natlnnol uprUong 
of 1857^ In view of the fBcla olnad j ototed in thu book* 

It waa a grrat mbfortune of thn Urdu titeratnre 
that Ghajib devoted the beat part oF his years to writing 
in Persian. Ha set gr&at stole by his writings and 
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dDCupijsltiLDli If^ tliut iLcd rrgDTdeil Mb work ill 

Crtlq but A poor rdlcutlon of kia truE nrt uid geuiuv^ 
But jt lA Ilk Urdu and TrrjijAgi tb&t win for him uu 
uuriTdlted place la thp fcelIci of Indum UieiuturCp Hia 
work LB Peraina, uct withiit^dbsg hi^ i3c.DipkiiO ctjmni(a.ad 
uf ibE mediEmL Anil cd conalfuctfon, hnn iJj»^b 

BpmpiiriLtlvd^ hiuub KUeutldU nnd iipjidvtqut juii. It 

ia uat mucb kn^wn in Jmu Id fBct buE tor Amir 

KliUffru HD Indie n wHUr ci-f Pereiati Juu sutJfmled in 
Attractiug tliF atUiutlDii Aud ndmfralpiua of %hv IreniuB 
IntcUiguaiaLa. 

An far Diwan-E-Glialib^ tbe cnllectfoa of bia Yerse in 
Urdut tbe critlci ate idMuBt udanimoua in iti iugh prabiu- 
Thu wLik is n-oi wiElmiit ita :d&TA 5. Maiiy an cjcprc^lun^ 
Off alno aDPMtrdctiad, Ja open to quustiDU. c<?U|ilctB 

lEcm to Imve but Jlttk mcaDiicig. Sfjma indeed arc alfrgcd 
to bitvo bc*n joHt tTjmalatiou into Urdu of tjie Yinc of 
irnQii’nod ForfiJan poefa But the iitiii Tolnmc on the 
whole fflO’jUwkiua liudj and dearrvtii high camiuendo- 
tioa for ouYCTing auL^h Totiod aip*e!cia of bumaa lifo end 
though t. Tlieie ts orighmlJt^ tjf Ideal m alio deep iuteu- 
dty of foelifLg, eambined with degance of ditUnti and 
nxctilleaoo of exprculoct 

According to Dr. Abdar Babuian BljuAuri ^'Indti haa 
only two diTine borkft—tba ’^Vedu* anfl ibe 'Dlwan-E- 
Gballb.* There in nolhing la the world that ojie cannot 
&nd m the 'DLwnii\ There ii nr^ form and il jlo of Ycw 
wlilcb docs nut appear in ita flneat form In the bciok/' 
Aa Agwlliit thia bigh lamlatioiij Dr. Syed Adbol tdtif 
dediiTOt that Gkidib cumut be numbered oinung ike gremi 
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of thfi eanl4 tD Bay utjUiiEg t>f iJnj greaUtii/^ Hiti 
reajotiA : "ro his Urdu ircrijo thuro Becmi ly be mure of 
artN ralLcr liitlflce ikan pc*i)iry ^ more uf thQOgkt or 
UDagioalioa or faaey Uiua teedng. Gliiilib ciid tioL deviuUi 
much from ibe much^trodduj ]^th of Urdu poetu^ Tliu 
Mine licmry tiieuie^ oome in treaUnunt in hia iwjctiy. 
Only he gave them a llov intellchetua] Lnlalirkig, If htf 
broke any lie w grouiid at all he did ao in tbo domain of 
pcBoimiam/^ 

Keitbcr Dr+MSjoiitiri* iinr Hr. Latlf^ appear^ to have 
attempted B faiTi barnaDed oBBeBament of GhaJib's urork* 
JiLaeh iee iii^ to havn Mtarted vritli piwanneived nutioms 
jibout the pooE ELod n ith a tet objentivn—^Hr. Bljnaiirl'i 
being tu moke Uhalib ajipeur among the groateat poeUi 
Djid tlidikeri of I be vrorld imd l^r. Lntif'a being to bring 
him out In hU wtiml eulotim and prove bis work to be 
just DFclinnry if not humbugs The result hi that neither 
lipir BijtmnrL'a '-llohafim KaJam-i-OluLlib*^ nor Dr. Latira 
^'Ghahb—A critical apprcclatian of hk life and Urdu 
vem^' carrier canvicl ioti u^itli the r-caderp He may be 
delighted by the e1egan(.-a of Qijmuri's style and 
fiboiked by I>r. Lutira harab and tinkind e^pmsslon, but 
he cannot eacape an tineaay fcBling that one ia alloning 
his admimivn for the the puet to sivamp IiIb Judgintinti 
wbilu the other k being undttly harsh and unjust to him. 

All art bne a two-fuld purp^iw to serve : To portray 
life and to elevate it. In pc^etiy pnrticulaxly* portrayai 
and not onii lysis i» the primary fnnaiictu Life being 
HG-mnny* Bided a true port ray pJ of ita varied osj^rbi and 
moods is no easy task. Tho degroo of snoeou In this 
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HjO gTfiatDeas of the work and iLc 
moiiier. Comcio[f£n4ift4 of qniQ'’B real oelf promotva tbr- 
eleTatlan of i^onl. It puts liftr an a bigLen and eiiiJgtiteiiDci 
plane. Ki>w fnr has <Kne suui.'Cicdcd in tbia regojd Ebonld 
be the proiKi- uriterinn U> ndjudgo the qnalltj obd the 
greatness of n w<>rk of arb. In the case of a poet one 
ahciiiJd alio tuko Into voouidemtl^ni the moiLGiire Cif hla 
enoceoa hi attuning fei'libg, SLOtiinont, and tbooght to the 
znufiie nf won In. Good Term^ aboold go ettnight to the 
haort^ It moat ut nnoe etithrill enrapture and tnehant 
the liitener and the mnkr. PietiuHt lUid gmnmiar are of 
the JtAftt imprirtaoce. It in tbtseoraont that really mattci^ 
not the ooTcr^ altbtjugb the osUTiuf ftjrm of the matter 
ahonld abo be pleiilkig and rttsLOptabb ennngb to the eje 
and tho car to indure one to fjithoin its depth. 

Another unpeniant thing to ha boritcr in mind bj a 
eritie while HBsesfljng the work of aA artist, poot or writer 
is that there h hardly anything new in tbo wnrld todays 
.cVlmoBt every troth i every great idea^ every emotinn of 
human heart ha^ given expretl^fioh to at eometitne or 
the Qther^ Tlmt leaves the scope for eulj reetateiiieiit for 
a mv entrant. For the artist, poet or writer himEolf H 
may not be a rc>«t«ti^meiit but sentethin^i original ; tbero 
beiitg great truth in the ndoge that all great men think 
alike and all great minds pcreelve SAinilar truths. But 
even if the writer be conaeious of the earlier ejrpreaoioni 
and it be nidy n raae of restatement^ it would not detract 
fTY>m his efTectlvencss or ehwni* in fact a restatement 
may be more beautiful and touehing than the original and 
A far bi^r laed-ipn of htHDanitj'* In ibe ease of 
restatement b^aty of language, dir&etDCsa of appeal to 
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the tiumiui heart. Hhd the dislipet liiipriiit tin the Idea uf 
the wiitBi'a own intcJii'et and geuiuB kre the priimipal 
eotuidenUlaiiB ff-r critlcUm. Criticiua csi n writer or 
poet on tbo oontit that he haa allowed the ssujl old tbeinea 
to come in for tieaViiiont in hia work as have hcfln touehod 
npon by earlier writers is a verypotjr sTiiietHD at tbo beat. 

In the case uf GhflJlb, oFcn hia wnnit laitiff of hie 

haviti^ given Cbcm a *iiew inteUeGtiiiil colouring . That 
in Itaclf ia quho a juktibcation for the poet’s work. 
Presentation of on old thing in a new, and mom pleaaUig 
colour is 0 cliffioult art and if «nu anoeeeda in that ho bos 
no ni«in oehievaoiCDt to hie credit. 


Whllij the iniiit fiinotitHi of litoraturo ia to [lortrajf 
and elevslft life, nut a atnidl result of it in to onrlifh the 
language emplpj-wi. All great ivritai* give new words and 
exprUBidons to ttn'ir medio, Many enrich tbeir language 
fainillaritiJig it with fowign ftimilos and eipfesaiona which 
in wnrao of time, become part of that language itadi. 
That importatiun of fcmign word# and eJtpres* 
ni T.Tii ina-kci 11 language more diEotilt eanuu t be held 
against the writer The addition of foreign words, aimilea, 
and ciprcaaicum only Ufilpa enrich a language, make it 
more living and more imiverBal, And only tham words 
and oxpreaaions ean gain ourteney in a language as are 
needed by it. A delibcnite attempl to evolve a highly 
indated and difficult stylo is, however, anothpr ihiog. 
Suoh attempt on the part of a renowned figure m liter¬ 
ature can affect the gcueral style in the field in a most 
undesirable way. But such influcoc* cim last only for a 
while. For, ultimately, the oominon nifidci. for whom all 
works of art m« primarili’ meant, is bound to reject ail 
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ftuiih vtirk and Unjrvbj eiftrc isc a hcoltty coficoUva jn- 
Qucdcc on tho erring Utemtoiirs- 

Deliberoto etiiiilDyiiitsnt of difficult, bigbly ioTOlvod, 
and for tie gcuerul mu of pnlslio r-irtiuaiy 
nJiSntdllfiiWe Espteasiotw by a writer reflate an iminttt|»8 
and adolcseont mind. He doeft «o In iba mistaken bdtef 
ttml the inoTB Bnintellijsiblo ono appoarB to the unktitiw- 
ing in his writlngH the more owed they are likely to 
br by hb intellect and the moro intelligent, bo b likdy 
tebecooriderodbythem. With Hit adranoe ofmotTirB 
voare he leolbee that in Bimflicity li» the grootnesa of 
tbc soul na aim of nature. Tho simpler one b. the 
nearer he to to the notoro and dearer to the heart. 
Artifieblity Lb wriHng repcle while imturabieaB attnwts. 
Almost all’ writers, jMwte. Jintl orttota suffer from thto 
defect in their early years. As maturity of tnmd 
hasoidya little ralotlon to the adviuifo of yeo^ mma 

(ivercomo Ihb defect early. whUe wmo eontonuc to 
suffer tooro it till the Ttry end of thair We. In «aet 

proportion to onob ability to overcome tlib flaw Etnnib 
onc’a chance to riao, affect and influcncie the world around 
him. 

Ghalib is primarily a lyrical p«t and should ha 
jndgeil as auuh. As happens with aiumet all grait 
writers and poets of the age, hto ndmircri, in their eaoei* 
of zeal, have tried to clothe hto work with mesning and 
ideas as would win new popularity for him according to 
the coireote of the times. Besides Ur. Bijnauri wbo 
make* an angel of OhuUb. there arc writers, quite 
renowned and reapected in the field of eduiatlon and 
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liior'atar& in India, aomo of wiLoin luive tried io toiikc 
him out the of Indian njitioni^lieDi''and ihtbers 

irho bare fcrfod to show him 03 u man of tbo tnaeaeo an J 
probably tba first Indian progTMsive writer and litera- 
teur^ Tbori! are ilill othere who hold that ovetything 
Gbalih wrote wm with a mi purpose and hciB some 
oanneotioa or tbc other with bapp^nlngs La hii uwo. 
lift. 

It m not a. very dillleuit task lor a tnlcutod wriier or 
critic to put each intcrpfBtiitiDnB on the of any 

writer or poet os would »int Mh purpose. But tliat is 
not being fair. With all Lhc rcapapt for thcfrc renowned 
writerB and eriticji« due is eonstmined to cihsorro that 
thflir contantij^nj am without fluhatanoe^ Ghalib wjus 
I'lertainly far from lioing a moji of the maAfias. Hu 
detested comaion things of life. He always went jn for 
aomelhing^ oot-of-thc-oonitDOD^ be it in the matter of 
dresa, diet or flomcthing elsn. He was too fond of thf^ 
British and too miich pznjndieed against tha rebeia 
of to hare experienced imy patriotic fervour of the 
soul, much leas being an apostle of IndJiui tuLtionaliam^ 
Natlcinidlsni rti the modem aeose woa virtuallj unknown 
in hia time^ 

It k also too mueh to say that eTciythiiig he wrote 
was wish a ipet purpetse and haa a direet bearing cm some- 
afipect of Ids life^ Moet poems jub eomposed iq a mood 
of idapiratiunx fiich experience of one^s lifo may provide 
good material for the poet to draw on. But hia vivid 
imagination playi no mean rr^le in the work eltben One 
may just cxpericaoe a moment of msplration and compoie 


Ghtlib'S mrk-A CrUIqve 

wmttLing wkicU li*’ nirty n«Tef lutve mtcndcil ta do. 
Moroovorapo<stM ii f«ilo « iieitlitr » n-forioor nor ^ 

nhiloiwpber. He « jiM* a pii»nt*r of wortU. gjTing wofd- 

picturse of Lho eipefienM* of bduI anil eo mg* ** ' 

heart afi ho is iaipelM to in thow mnmentaof mapiration- 
-rhot Ek not to Buy that nothing « compoasd to a wt ordor. 
All poUlioal, and nat.inii«li«<t poetry L* evidently eora^i«l 
with aBelpiupo^anddeklgn. But that lotm. hut ^ 
intitgnificant part of worid poetry of the #gp®- ihn 

man and the natura in their truer form, which form lho 

of poetly* 

A* for GUiilib being the fir*t progresaive writer of the 
age, progrt^iTB Iwing synoiiymou* with leaiat 
to the writers who have used that expreaainn for Inn., the 
very idea nppoarH IrO be prcpoBtCTonfi, .nramn ■» 
totally unknown in India at the time. _ 

eUanBe lor Ghnlib to Imve been influenced by the id . 

His humaoiam is, however, a dlfferont thing. And m ^ 
hi* feelings for tho labonr. But ho ha* nu pmiuibee 
whatenever againat the landed ariatoenwy or Otlwr v«ted 
ititereate. Var from that Im -pent Beveral years of blB 
life in sfcking privileges and hononis due to * »o * 
the Untied aristoerney* Mawovor the conn rj ™ _ 
wiinU was f«e from any labenr or pewanU trouble 
Indtistrialiation at the time was y&t a far cry •‘"'I 
pcaeanHandlord relations Lad 

icrimonioa. form a* would provoke th.nkmg on i m 
of the mlelligentsU. Tlicre was no atudmit nnr»l e.th . 
nor even the problem of nnempbjwnt. As to 

wan no ijuestiun of any wiitor nr ^t giving 

these onn-eiistent problems wUcb have come to be ltJ»wn 
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AS the prim^ wincern of the pn^grcsaiFO w^ritoffl of the 

age. 

There is, however, no donht that Cbolib e Enan was 
prc^eeeive m hia outlooks But bia progre^lveneea oioant 
only a rervg[t against the vwted intereste in the field of 
adtication and literature^ He Cavanred new ideas in the 
field and tried t<ii blaze new trails in the realm of poetiy. 
He Was unooiavt-ntional in hie npprooeb to poetry and 
trealtnentj of various t hemeB. Ho ■was nls? op|iaBod to 
the oot-modod eocLal and religiouB onjftomfl. In faot iti 
the inattor of religion ho was mast liberal and tolerant 
and BE aitoh most propesiive. But that ii not the sense 
in whioU some leftist writeiH of the present oentiiry 
have oalled GkaLib Hlio first progreseivn writer of liidin.’ 

Ghoiiirs coiitiibuliDn to emiobing tJ].e Urdu langoage 
and hterntaro id indeed inagnLficient. He brought nnm^- 
mas Porsian similes and eapwesions Into tJio Jangnage 
and gave it several now words and many oF its old words 
now meaiimgsnnd ecmstrnetion. As alioady stated he 
Zdozod a new trail in Iho art of lot ter-writing. His letleis 
have become part of Urdu literature. And ho was t]w 
first to Entn'jidure Behm-w'rjtiug lo Urdn verso whioh tin- 
fart unately at the tinta started a hitter controversy bet¬ 
ween him and the Court-Poet Zauq for which ho had ulti¬ 
mately to teadm- an nnqiialiCiH] npology to the King. In 
tilie iwlm of Urdu poetry ho standB far above Mi contem- 
poraries and is tn fact a doss by hiioBelf In his appreach 
to the prohtems of life and the world lie Is more like Lho 
famous German writer, poet ai^d philoBopher Goethe than 
anyelher Western Utcrateiir. lii work baa the Bnoie 
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oJiiveraJiU of outlook and capobility of being put t* 
melodiooB uiiiaic ob GoetWii. In hiB pen«i»l iippna^ 
to TftTiona worIdJy probkmfl 1» exhiWw tie philoaoiiby 
of Spinoza. 

Main tJritiriam Welled ogmoBt OliAlib « two-fold ; 
Firstly, Ibat he adopted Ghnatd as the prinofpid form of 
bis DiprcftBion and secondly, that tlicre ie little of wtnre 
in bU vorw. Qlmzal. the wities furlber point out. by the 
vorvnetumofitB eematmetion piovidca Uttle 
expreesing profound thouBbt in verae. Andthelectof 

ji&et* 

It 1b true that eontitittity of thought lU not tbe usual 
char«teriatk of e Ghazni Eeeh couplet in it ie complete 
bv itself. Rhyming of the htit word pntviilr* the nniy 
emineeting lint. Bbmy n P«t aeta out to “ 

GbazflJ ju«t after a particular rhyme and 
WM not the oa« with Ghalib. He no doubt hep I the 

rbvme hi view. But but malm qoneideration wbb te gi« 
a(it|unte eiprwaion U> hi# inner thought and fedmgp. 
Ho himself aekttowicdged 1 bn uiadeqnaey and impe ee- 
tion of the medium. But that wnfortunajdy happened 

to bo tbc only pttpular medium avuiUble. Tbons was no 
altcmotiTC to that. All be (»wld do «aa to girc the 
Gliaaal a Heir form and style and hroiidcti ita *mpe « 
best aa be oould. This ho did admirably. S«y few of 
Ghalib'aGhazal* are liio those of hi» eontempu*^* or 
predoeeuaors. Afiart from dealing with iraned ^ 

p«ui of human life and tboughl many of them 
markable continuity of tbemc and idea, th 
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laizk thin qiiaiitj di> nut jar on tin* eJir or the eye. There 
fire nu JultiDg Imta in ihe eh^Lin^ Ewji the independont 
cempictfi aiDDotbe into a bancunioue whole. iDe^^pite all its 
imperfectionfl Ghabb atiliaea the medinin of Gbazal to 
give fixpresflion to Bome of the profoondoet thocif^hts and 
fei>i|LDgs of mao. 

Aa for the lack of tmture in hie poetry^ the ontiilNtn 
If agmn not very etroiig. It is tree that tliero nre no 
pieces in his work written in praise of taoujitAinSt vnles 
or the lakes. But none of these formed part of his en¬ 
vironments There were, boweverp other pbenomena of 
ruktom which deeply inflneDced ids mind and ideicIo him 
pmir out his hoart In verm. These were iht" bcaotirs of 
the dawn the giories of the manHooiip ami eh arms niiii 
excitementB of the days in winter. Vivid pen-portrails 
of these phenometm JIB expetieoccd by him are drawn 
Imlh In his Unlij and Peraisn verse. It is, tlierefore, in- 
correct to afiy that there is lit tle of narnre in liia verse 
implying thereby that Jie was nnt much moved by 
Its phenomena. 

fitilJ another ftttaek made sgalnst Ifhallb’s verse by 
HCirnearitic&p is that ho aclopta A highly PiTsiBiiised style, 
n&es far'fetehed sJmiles and Ia almost incApfible of luidoi^ 
standing at several places. One of his contemporary [loets, 
ffokim Agha Jan Aiiihi had uumposed a BatirieaJ quaimrn 
about Gholib^a verse in thie regard whicJi tmaalftteij lite- 
Hilly read ; *^If yon alone understand what you say then 
wbfit IS the good of that imderstandingr The roal plnoEure 
of Baying somet blog lie« In its being imdcretood hy others. 
We understand what Mir says and also what Minta pap^ 
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but wh.t lUiy- « undcr»l«Hl ehh« by ^ 

God”. But thisquiitwiii does not ^ 

verse of Ohalib m nppwrinfE m In* jn 

referencoonJytohi. rmn of ewly days 

an earner Cluipter. Ghalib bin.«!f seems to ondo.«d 

this Tlo« by nndertatiiig a draatm «T.*.nn 

for inclusion in his *Diwan; SevPml 

not only romiidemd unfit by him for 

Diwnn but he a]«m made an nncquiv^l /‘*f*™*^ 

Lt vemr attributed to mo olbnr than in 

in rtilB ‘Diwan* nhoitld not bo Mpridemd na mmo - 

?h™ ». «ir-’.r.l li.» 1» >'» 

, i»t«n>»tpd diVBiwly byTirinnaachrtlaw.nndMm" 

iS,^e auJ.™»d » “S 

ntlonal by » ftir entity b»t tbf »™ 

whole is not. validly open to mmh mticism. 

obry;::,‘r<3r.r^i';^S^ 

Urdu lanimftg® lituratuTU, 

Tl» ««* dl.ltaeui.bi»B cb«.rttr of Glj®'' 

Tb »“ '^' "■* ''^T 

-r r ‘".y: 

-•‘’".ir-" ct: 

■ooi. Tb. .tr^.“ h. i»-. 

and ideas aimnltaowni with thr r«in»i 
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Ghaiil^The And Hfs Vfrje 

Ab GfajiHb liimaolf pnta it in one of Mb eouplcta^ ho fwls 
ftHifwhtttoTEr wag mid enme atmijght fry in liia iienrt. 
That w the ^iuillty that on dears GhaTib lo tha mtclli- 
ojnJ maJeeg him beloved of the mELEHea ilb woll. 
IKi lines moraovior oaeily apt to mnsie and beoomo 
popular hita* "Mirza Ghallb*^ a fiLctnrp prodtioed by & 
welMtnown Indian film dfreotor, Sohrikb Modi, few year* 
back proved a great box-of!iice atieocBd mattily beDUnfiu 
of bia Ghazala, Other Indian p rCRlacora a Led drawn 

oa his Gbozals hi theJr filnui with great benefit (o them- 
Bolvea, They pnpnlnr liinen and enBnred sneeesB 

for their fiJmn. 

Among the Enmpeon wrilFTJi nnil pfirf*, thu Ciennan 
philoaophlDJiI writer and poet. Qocfhe. tjomefl nenrerttn 
GhaLl). Bot'i Goctho and Qbalib flymlKdfro thtt bighest- 
derelppinsnt of human thooght in vorsoi. toucliing upon 
obnofit ercty ae|wct orUfe. Kftcli « u onrister of bis nrt 
iuid exaola in tbs choice of mol propfr.. Both proride a 
meeting pjnee between fhe t.fd niid the now. making a 
detemined hid to brefll; nwny from the tniditlami of the 
pAit ufid bhizo a new trinL A Lf rttkin uicuauro of rlaiS' 
Toyanpo je diHceruiblc In 1 lie work of Wh Goethe nod 
Ghulib, But thcfo is nne marked diiTcTcnec in Ihfir 
approaoli to tho pfobienis of lifr, Goetim begin* with 
the flupwiiciai to penetfato into the nsnl, w hllo Ghulib 
process from b study of the icuicncif to view the 
exterior lonn. Gootke reached the pinnacle offamennd 
gfniy daring hia life-time but GhntfbV real pfmilion and 
worth Id the Tudiou litcrnlnre got ncknowitvJged only 
af^er hie death. Goetho’s worhs tun into seTEral 
Tolumes, hut ChalibV elaini to greatneas is cetabtisbed 


J68 


Ghalib^s Work^A Crisiqw 

by a Binglfl Tolnme of lOO and odd pagfa which itnniorta- 
IlKea luiti. 

GhfthVB philosopliy of Iffe tesejnbles tUt of 
iho at-vcnt«®th ccatury olwsieaJ philnaophcr. ^ 
SpiiioM, Ghalib l»liev« all reality ^ *j-* 

tanoB, ono in cauBe, and one in origin i ® , , 

nariitv bring one and the aamc. hiB view m^d and 
omtU^r a™ one: every particle 
eotdpoaed of the r^yrical and psyclueal. 
philLphy, therefore. » h> 

mind in mutter, and matter m mmd : to and the syn 

theeia in which tl.« m^orni^ l^eraal 

merge ; and to riae to that bighest knowledge of amve^ 
unity which is the intellMtual oqnivalcnt of the love 

of God. 

Ohalib. In hifl works, strivoa for this ideal of 
phy. SohatnnM for him is insobstantial o^m bin 
Uatan« tea form and not the mettar J" 

nne of delenfliniam and not of dcaign. Periraiwnt h^pi 
neae lies only in the pareuit of knowledge n«d ll»e 
□ndenAntidiog. The greatest good .* 1*" 
of the onion which the mind has with the 
Tl,e more it ondenUnds it«*fnrc« and the e^r of 
niitnre. the earicr It lMeoniJ« for 
from altaebment to aecless thiugB, There ^ 
for aociai ilte eJiwpt tliroygh eJimi nation of overy fom _ 
enry. recrimination and hatred. To be gi«t ^ 

be Vteced above humanity, but to st^d ^ 

narrialiliea and futilitiw of un-Enformed denw ^ 

rule oneedf. Fothi’^h'S 
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risct from the fitfii] plcoBurcB of pnajaBioQ. to tbi> liigb 
aertitiity of cnatomplation wbiob boos al] thiidgB aa p^rt 
of aa etoinsil order Aod wliole^ anti lenToa to Broili: in the 
Dii.'e of tbn inovitabJo^ however imploa&ant. Indchedp be 
leAmff even to enjoj pain ! 

It hofl been sfl-id by mfiny eminent critina of Urdu 
litemture lhat a study of (lie Diwan^E^Gbalib on tlio 
whole leiLTca on one the impreaBjon of Ohniib being a 
poet of deapair and pcaaatniBni. Wliile it is true that 
peeBizDiBin BeenaB to rimeh a new low in fionio of hin 
oonplete and several of tbem brontho of iitt*r despair nod 
Uek of hope, it would foe unfair to bold that Ghurlib'E 
poetry u pnmorilj a poetry of despair and ike^imijiixi. 
A51 a famous English poet fons put otir sweeteat songs 
are those whxeh tell us of our sR<l<lest tliouglitB. Kot- 
witbstnndicg the tmth of njiat.her rnrnouB EngliBli aavto^ 
^laugb and th« world laogbs with you, weep nod you 
weep alone , bnrrqwing tnlea of wee leave a morn lasting 
inipceEslon on the human mind than etofieB of ebeor and 
happinesB. As it happenn almoBt every great writjer and 
poet tends to exploit this direct appeal to human heart 
as beat ns lie can an hii workr The mere preftence of thia 
elernent in a work can not render that work as n product 
of a man in dcKapair* or one with ft poealmistic outlook 
on life. The roaf question! to he ftsked in snob a caBO 
one : ^What is the object of such expreedon ? And drves tho 
writer ^ugg»t any way out T' There nit? oidy citreinely 
rare people in the world who experience nothing font joy 
and cheer in their life. For most Hfo happena to be 
either uneventful or damiiiated by unfortnoftte and 
unhappy oeeumnoei. Art hfti portrny life on the 
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Ghatib's Work—A CrUt^ae 

whule. It cimiQt afford to ignore reality, bowwc^or, 
uuplE>svuit u 

FDrtnnatclyOhalib’flveritf hm »c«r^ 

""r^r it' if d^Vptinn 

portnyB lifo nfr.rt a bit of nateJmal atlvtce to 

He eiliibif o dolightfolly ttno<®<*riiod onnwrn 
life. A)S in one of hla couplets : 

SomeikiDi ia boim.1 to Uppen. yrby ahooM 
Ot jus in anolher : 

“Man tinto hioiwH is a world of thonglii , 

SoLde With ** 

He »Uo giv« floond advlco totowtcnirt J«lr»niiy. 
viw, pride, and even dcapair. For t 


•■ Woe «!* 8 es to be 

If it diK« mfto oft Eonnd ; 

3 o nidiiv my dilScultiw, Lo ! 

They ha*«f tbo>r own eolntion fownd. 
or “Of yonr bigh poiitian in tb* world. 

Be ye neirer w proud. 

For, '* faU from height,' tbo wi« word, 

‘Fete fnt nmn does erer ihroui 

Ho tokei the world in one rini^e "w^cep by d«Uiio» ^ 
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Cfintlb—^/te Afan And Hi$ Verst 

‘“P« world fof mo it muglit but rMd'e play : With a 
friToJoiiBs&ow on nJght and day'' and cxJiibHa none of tbo 
depiWHcd b&tiiro of & jwtiwimat. Oa the cPHtnuy there art 
not Bfew ofhia ODupleia which would impe] a man to 
action mther than throw him down. And there aw 
Mvorel uthcr piece* which onahlo him to develop a 
detached outlook and cnltrrato that rare yet so-oswaiial 

human quality of Jinvijig a hregli at himaeLf. It iu this 

quality of Qhallb’s Teiwo which tahes the sting out of 
his Bcemiagiy peeBliniatio piecen uJbd. And aoaie of th«« 
pieccfl are mollowcd by myatie thought. For instaneo when 
he aaya : *«God waa my pre-cxiatence t God would be my 
noii.cxiatence ; Kxistenec mare my exiatcncc. Ah I what 
lea m nonHealatcaco !" or “Tia dinieuh for any task to 
be It la nnt t^gy cripii for man to Le a Ifnjj.” 

Ffo Loa wit and hamour and lovea to en/oy life sa best 
aaho can. He knows the good of pious aota but la nut 
incUned that way. Wino has aatreng apposJ for him 
and Boems to b« a souree of great iDspimtlun ab when 
ho declftrea in one of Ma couplets : “Sot here the gloss, 
wine Juid flnek : Tben wnteb the flaw nnd epelt of tnJk”. 
And m greBit h ZiJs thiiEt for wine tbott he has tn saj : 
wotiJd lirinfc if I iee a few bambi of VThat aie thcae 
and fbuiki ihat jou befDre me Hue", Even 
Hie Almighty doc* aot esctipe the abnfte of his joyful wit 
nnd htimoiUp Says be ^ "0* God^ oaJJ mo not for my sins 
to aet^otmi i For the boart-bimis of detstreB oo fulfilled 
1 do pceoiint- And at anotlior plnee: *Hiid 1 m mno}^ 
a beart-bttm to bofiOl mj lat : Then O' Lord, yon should 
bav^ given me niany a heart.* And ihla frooplct of bis 
bcBpcsk? of his coofideiico and hope wtueb no pessimist 


172 


Ghelib's FFerfc —Critigae 

pijiTi is^er imv^i t 

*Shfl would bmvo ooino roimd ouo dMy, 

Had I ftamu diys mw in life |o ftUy/ 

Bui with »U hiflom for life aad wine. It# Ideal ho wiiihea 
to Utb by, ia to oyeriionie all hli want# aud yuaniing#, 
forgiTetho eins of iitbera (md ignorothe wionp dono to 
Jiiio. Ho wiaboa to attaia that nen* of equanimity, that 
p«MO of mind which can epring out of only a life fully 
and wdl-lleed. HJa ndvioe to tho world ie ; 

thou b<ii Buifl of GimI tUy lurayof to gfontk 
Then oak for naught but a heart withQnt a WiUit" 

Acid a]»o 1 


• 'Hoir not, if toilta Ul uf yuu i 

i^pook not, if om does o^rii too i 
Hold faitn back that be roUled, 

Let fbrgtreiiBM hifl wrojiga wad i 
li thoffi uhb In tbu world withuat a want. 
Whose prayer ttum filiould one grant ? 

Gbalib why CKJCuplnia of anyone 
^Vhnn the very hope of life bo gpns** 

And after having enjoyed all the worldly thinffi of life he 
wiahee to nttiro to a ooriier whew ho baa nmw otcopt 
himeelf to live by. The pieoe below, inlorpratcd by Home 
aa a piece of doapair, wieoa the fooling# of emo who 
Wabte to ■hate off the fettera of the world and experUnoe 
the joya and thriU# of a eomptotely liberated lotil, nndor 
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Ghatib—The Man And Verse 

cbligatiua iti noiHs^ 

'*Lvi me iiow^ forovor io a pleufe, 

Forever, where there is bddh of niy mco i 
None my langimge to understand^ 

None my worries to e^ood t 
Neither door nor waU to shield 
The house 1 myself ehonld huJId ; 

None to tend if sliiik 1 lie. 

None to mourn if there 1 die"". 

Loveia the other theme wkieh runs throuj^h moat uf 
Ghjtlib's GkuzitlsT Lave in fuel is the principoJ theme 
of A GhozAl hi Urdu and before GhiiJIVe time wus akoost 
the only theme, GhuLibalona brr>sdenod \U iro|je to bring 
in other aubjwrta. The objert of love in Urdu jii retry' is 
reFerred to in maseulLne form. The referenw luny b4; to 
a real ohjeot or it may pertain to the Alini|;hty. Mmt 
couplets in Urdu verse are vapubleof both JnterpretationH. 

Lore by poets in Aain, os u ivhole, snd in India^ fa 
ptiriicaJaTf boa been rniit^ivcd A3 An emcjiion spelling 
miewsry* troublci and deatruetion for the Jorer^ The 
Jorer ii invariAbJy faitJifiil and tJie beloved faithlesap A 
happy union is an iinpuiwibility. Tbefe SJ^ bound to bn 
rivals in tbu field and the bcLovod iihnly to lx- more 
favnumbly tncImEMi to them tboti to her true lover. AH 
e^impt the lovvr are mritirated by bane sexual urgea,^ His 
is tbe only platonic 1ove+ A miscrible duaih is the only 
end of the lover. In fact love makea him eipericnoe a 
conalnnt doath in life. 
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Urdu poetry lifts no ooncopt of lovu brmgmg joy 
and oheer to tin lover Mcepl ttraiigli tbe ptvin will 
minATv [tinidcd on tiin l>y lb® cmel ncti of ttio be* 
loveiL Tlio belovod ia often a courtcBan, or one nlmwtl 
Bimilarly placed, and Jnsnee tiH the moniicitt of her being 
under the infiuence of driut ond indulging in coquettiah 
aeta. The lover cannoL dream of dropping Ida love and 
taking eomo other infection to Iho eye. Ho niuat nlao 
cxercifio reatraint and oare in liia ovtrtnrea to the bdovetL 
Ill no caw mUMl Im appear to bo bold nnd impatient. 
MuftiiB, tiailft. riglis and patience, moat bo bia qualitieH. 
Tbo beluvcil on the other hand miiat alwaya he cheerful, 
happy, and lost in pnnsuii of ploaauroa of life. Shu 
fthoul’d deliberately Iwop away from the lover aurl aubjeet 
him to intmmerahlc trials and tribulationi, tJho rouat 
altrayB dovlM new waya and means to lorturt hit aoid. 
Only when he in on deitth-bed or when ho haa actually 
puwd away, tnust ohu come to him and realize the orurf* 
ties other pant acta and repent. Till then she Bhould 
keep hitn on falae hapee and procniftoe^ 

The above, in brief, ia the pioturo of love presented cm 
the whole in Urdu poetry from it« earlie«t time* to the 
prcRcnt <iay. This has hmm eharactorizeti as a morlnd, 
uniuitural trait of Urdu verse by several critiw. It ra 
n gaiTuc t this tradition of aome Ihrce liundrfd yewa of Urdu 
poetry that Gbolib'ii work Jia thia field «to be judged. 
He could not iioasibly make n compiele break witli the 
tradition. AH be eould do woe to introduce a little more of 
winity int.ft love and muke the lover develop aonu aemw of 
aelforeepect, dignity and independence of character. And 
ibdK are the oqtatonding featuio* of GholJb’s love lyrtos< 
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wliicib diBUttgui^h him from the poets of thi? old «cbi>oL 
Glialib*! Id VO tm lega tortuoUB mid coy, and ha no Icfla 
faithful aod Imc Gun lovm In Urdn varge m «. nile^ But 
ho hiw m dellghlfoilj rtfirefllurig concept of love. ^Lovo* 
for hito '"ifl & &re raging nnrestrained^ □ejiker by wish 
bogtiD nnr by will contaliied*" SiBverthEJesH ba oxpericnecB 
tlirctjgb iti modia a naw^found joy and an exciting thrill 
when ho dcckt^a : 

^'Lovo to me tbc very Joy of iifa has brought 
A cure for the pain* a pain wilhout cure, uH imgaiight''^ 

This la an nnUiguu I cxpreasilon of foelidg for mass of the 
OnJu pods* far they ico in love nothing bat 4 road to 
the rcaLm of nnanding pain^ agony nnd afiUetjoiL 

Not that Ghalib is not aware of tliia aspect of love tin- 
ftdlUJed to which iSliakeapcarc makea an niaHlon in the 
Komeo^Ttiliet saying : 

'Love is a smoko raised with the fume of eighn ; 

Being purg'd* a fire sparkling in loTcns* eyes ; 

Being vci^d a sm nourish'd with lovers" tcorB 

In fact many of hw ghazals deal with this aspeeti of lovo 
and vjvklly portray the living HeU lu life which is tlio lot 
of a di^ppciintcd tover. Bat ha docs not loso hope and 
has a remarkable fcnaelty of faith, Jlo fsnot diseouragfMl 
by the cruet wnyH of love for he feels that such U 
lovers course os a rule. Me ratainB hia aeciAe of hitmour 
BDct displays his ready w'it even in such a dtuaiion^ In 
£ict ho learns to hud plGBSure in pain. wctild have 


Gk<tW$ Work—A Critir^Ue 

lUmBelf Luiuleumcii It twit dothiit. Ha 

■sigliH io tiiku effiwt acctl an ogu"» '»nci alao that tbo 
thing CftUecl Iote i* hat fw madnesa angtiw word , but 
he ia uomtadfnt I'f jUI Unit and jos’aiialy procJaimd : 

‘Jlinfi nut jaadimss be, 

Lot uiy madness bring famE to thE*’* 

AndfleHainfiUicgwfttemUrrassmeiit to whieh the be- 
lovod J« put by being aaeii in hia company. Iia whrtpcra 
with a mtiwhieTons twinkle in lit# eye inln his lielmrnds 

fiflT i 

•If my company doth bring bad aaDiJe to thee. 

Then in private, and not b pubUc, let u# be 1' 

Love for GJudib it indUpeiitable. It litdda him in a tl^t 
ufip. Thftrt It no etcape. To usb Uio poet’t word# "In 
the very drot Bold ofloVeIJmve sornly hurt mj feat.; 
Nor can I atund there now nur boat a retroat.' He liae 

hit own plan* to get equal with Ids tormentors. Indeed 

he ia eonfldont of that. Just mark hi# line# : > 

“In Heaven 1 will take foil mvenso iqmHtbiiM »nt 
of fairio* fair, 

If by Oraeo of GodI iiud 'em turn as HourkS 
tbun” 

Ghftlib totally differs iiom hi* pedeoetsora in enjoinmgtm 
tho lover* to be platonic in their emotion aadreslrmnad 
in their overtures. He make* bold to »y; ^ 
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Chatib^Thc Alan And His Versi 

“Luvis in. AUid aiidlcjTEia n. luvc^ |ic<rt ; 
l^v0 under refitTBlnl ja but Jovb hurt^ 

He givtia a eIiiLnc« to Ida beloTod to ooitkiI hsrsolf: 
■Call mo back any time you wieb to be kind : For 1 am 
not tiui€ pnat tlmt ja ©fer left bebiod^j La bia aportLng 
offer. And this tiot witbatiuidlti^ bia uofurtiinatc 
cxpurkifioe in bet eamjj^iuy wLueJi bo umTatcii hi Ida 
foUottiog cDiiplat: 

flaid t 'atfongeni from our 'midat aboidd go"* 

Tlio nmol Iqto mado me and aaJd; "yuti 

Trifllied it HO T ** 

B'Ut thfiit! iirt! momenta whan he fLoda binLoeli ou 
the v^go of revolt. Ho ia not eVEt to rtitnam at hiM 
beloved"# door.gtcp for be \m a man and not a atuue. 
Moreover Ibere am not a few benuties to whom ha tan 
tnrii for Eolnre in phico gf hi# cruel Jove. He beeQmca 
uuEUk!k>iiE of hie aenee of aBlf-rt‘epect and dignity and 
mnkea a Arm deehinitbn tLtnt if lila Jove at^uda on 
• praatige and stEcfca to lier wsya, be too wouJd go hU own 
way. Xotr be deteeta mnking u compbunt. For when 
there la no-heart reft In the aide why abuuJd one keep u 
tungue in Ida rbeek.^ Thitt in hLa coona&l. 

There arw idio inomenU wben be gives the imprcMion 
of btLiig utterly duwu nud uut^ When ha rti;i^ 5 j| no more 
hare m heart of whi^th be wm onoo proud ; when he 
feitperjoneea no ematloni and tbrjJls and in fact; bna no 
thought of Jove* He Ig tben diagusted with hia very life 
and mak^e it known to hie lyvo ofiking her not to reound 




Chalib'^ Work ^ A Crtllque 

him tliat ho omoe oullod her ‘my love, my lifu” Buit iJiia 
is & I'lMmlpg moDil, H e sooti rtpoTeii! Iiiji mtuBl vlitcrfui 
adventurous self and is out In ueareh of new thrinu and 
cicitemonts. He to raliv* his (iarlier csfiericiiw 

and given beautiful espresdiud to his inner yeittiiings ood 
desiriA in his GhoiuJ openitig with the line *' lie »J1 age 1 
had my love my liouiie to grace.” Thi* ia in line willi 
human oatore, Oiitimifim end not [wssimiam Ee the rule 
ef life ; ul though no one cun escape tBoiuenU of utter 
despair ut tome time or the other in tki* world. But man 
being the most adaptable of all erenturc*, what appeora 
at fimt to be wholly intoJcrahle and the very end of life 
in the oourse of lime loacs its sting nnd becaima oBer alt 
not so biwL Then Muii sees new huiw aad rrgaina in 
somo mcaHfire hifl earlier courage and nrUonr. Thut is 
what sustains him in life- DifFcrenco in dLgreca iif 
this qunllty of man, diatitigoish the strong from the weali. 
Gbalib diaphiya no laeon degree of strength of ehameter 
iu this regard. And that aViould to a great ettent clear 
him of the dmige of being a pod of difflpoir and pessi- 
mism. In fact thut is wLttt roakee him beloved of the 
masoea- He portrays the moods of disspalr in the life of 
>Tan with us real a poJgimnuy and brUemes* aa «» 4iapa- 
bleofbciDgeiiK'rienijei by ttne. But his ohject te not 
tu moke him loso hope, but njoJize the reality of life and 
attain an eoliglilenecl senae of cquoiuniity. He learns 
out to he vtuiquiahod hy griefs and troubles, but to 
ovorcotije Hicm and cjnerge emiling and cUmirfid as 
a Mail. 

In matters of religion Ghslib gives the impresaion of 
Iw»wg a niaiarUlistie mvsMe ; having faith In the funiis* 
□mnlalB and displaying utter dinegani and caatempt 


179 


Man And His VisfS^ 


for itn iiipcLr^ciflil ritukil^ £md ccrefflouief. H^ro bid woi^lt 
pulaatefi witb Deepectful tokrunce of all rellgicm. Siiioorllf 
and fteadfaiiitie^ of brliof^ lO hia viaw, oDnatltuto tJiC 
prlonipol teat of true luitli^ According to iilm even a 
Bnibailji dying in a Lemple of idoia Ib cutitlod to bunal 
in thi; Kabba if he lives opto hid cxpectatio&ii Ho ha.^ 
no love fof Hoaved. Indeed hiu work botrnya a kek of 
^th Ld the vuty concept of ParadidOr Parediso fttt liitu 
buldfl Ho eband, no attmotiom Ho wauJd mtlier bavt? 
it idJinirBed in Hell to elimiiuit^ the eJament of greed and 
deafna for reword In prByer and wdrukip of the AJmighty- 
As for hinunlf, ]io is {jiBi^red to forego liiB plntc in 
Parodiaci for a lifo in tliiiw worldj for Idenvuu eaiUioi give 
him pleasure according to hla meoFurti. In quo of hia 
pieues in PeraUm bo Tivldly niumtes tlie liimtalioDB 
PanuUso le likely to uzipoco on lufl desiroa and yeatnings 
and dull and intolerebia It ti likely to beoome as a 
reauJt. In an Urdu couplet addreiis^d to bis beloved be 
aliiD dcelaTies , 


t^bat a bglit ivotdd tbem bei witb Heaven's ggard, 
Wem I to remember thy houBO there, Qh, my Lord 1 

Qholib ooimtitutes a turning point in the huitciLty and 
development of Urdu vonte. Ko other poet nf tTnJu reM 
uptq hla time scemi cither to hsve attemptiid to prevent 
« compleie picture of life or aucoet-dod In brcedcuig away 
from the trudiUonal mode of composiliou limited by a 
few fielout subjects^ Ghalib wiia iifciiber a pliiloaopber 
nor a pieaf^ber i nor did ho over try to fa) | into the role 
of a propagandiat- Mo cautentfid ldrni«*lf with bemg jost 
apooL Bat ho w^aa not a mere poet in the aocoptod 


Gbalib's Work-’A Critt^ 

wnse af tbc term in ihoB? tiny* : tjonwriitcl «i«h 
llFctuni thPinos, iin5 poetry of highflown »iid iometimwi 
fur-fetched ideio and inuiginitjod* He wa# a man, nlmost 
a completo mnn, with rich cwperiooee of life and pro¬ 
found ondcrtUindinp of hi* mind. Tlie morcheondM- 
etood hitnaelf, the more ha triod to OTcecome b» 
ahort-eominga. Tlda both in hi* real life and in the aphere 
ofhiBTersa. And thin conrtnntly bdi»d him tafco Wa 
life to a. higlmf »nd still higher plana . finding plenuure Hi 
woe ; ioy in dialrcaa ; and ealm in turhulwicfl aod atiffm. 
Hi* worh ihionghout seintdlatci with liia cliumetBriotio 
humour, oombined with hi* unique nndemtanding of 
humAU mind and eiperionoe of the prohlnn* of life, which 
profoundly influences the reader 

For the succeediDg generationB of Dnlu poet* oref (he 
time alw. Ohftlib'a vme has acted as a guiding star It 
hu Borcetl ns a aonrcc of great iuspimtion for them to 
hrenk new ground io the field In TOiioM direotioiw. tTrdn 
verae today is no more coneerned with beauty and love 
alons, It embratM the whole sphere oflifonitd there 
are not n fow piccea of note which deal with the conent 
politiCftl, social and econoraie probloms of the world M 
welt. Whilethespteadof We*Iern education end ideal* 

liai lutd its duo impact on the dcTohipment of Urdu poetry. 
It owes not a smnU debt to Ghalib for it* present growib. 
Tt was he who first blaied the trail following which other 
noeU liiTO helped It achieve its prcflsnt atature and form- 
But no Urdu poet baa so far iiucceedod in presenting n 
mare traderatpndlng and etunplele picture of human hfo 
than Gbolib in hi* Tarse. Hia wnrk dtill slonds n* a eloas 
by itself. To quote one of his couplet* i 

Ifil 


Glialib—Tbt Man And His Verse 

‘TliOQ jji nutijr Another £gjiiout poet in the irotjd, 

, Birt Ofuilib, it b ulfi« u different in etyle and word. 

Ttaifi has only helped aocentua»e this difference 
hetweea him and others^ 


PART II 

GHALIB'S VERSE 


IP 




Tl« World And I 

Ttia wnrid for nw « naught but ahild** play. 

With B friiroliHin aht>w on night and day ; 

There ia potbing in the vondere of Saloinwi Bthione, 
And .leinia’ miraclea by tno am bull lightly bnme ; 

Th« Ttflle Fni^^^riE I acflcrpt Is-iiit in namPt 
And for me nil worldly thiogi am jnEt the same ; 
Ucfore me ilwert inMpd take* it’s refuge, 

\mi Karth in tribnto dm™ the Kivem deluge i 
T have rtjpceit and pride, that«true ; 

Rut why ni?ti ^ " 

Bet liCTP the glliKli 

Thou wftteb the flow and spell ot Ulk. 

How can I stop her mentirm before me . 

For, jealonsy for hate mo easily taken ! 

Myaelf pubed alike hy Faith and Sia I Ond . 

With Church IjcTore mo ttnd Kaaba behind, 

1 am n lorcr hnt Jovw by me are evff d«oi«rJ; 

Even Mnjno by Uila before me is ili^ooBwJved 

Allhappy ■» ““ ‘'T.”r!" itr: 

Mt wish iudnyaof eepm'^t'oonow wed to nmlit> Iws . 
A HB of blood gttshw forth l hrougU my heart ^ 
Would that were ait, hut .vet what more t^smart 1 
Though no strength to mow the liand there be, 

Tlirro ia yet sparkle in the eye j 

Touch ni the eup, tie fiaak *nd wine before me; 

tjtBV 1 Let thein tl»" eUH !'»■ , , 

A friend, a collet^uc,« oonsmcoock^r GbaJib be, 
WhT tBik ill of htni ? Well, at Iwsl before ' 
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Ghaltb—Tlte Afan And JJix Verse 


Let Me 

Let jDE itoTT fatew to n plitee, 

FoievcTp wliere there k tiom of my j^oe ; 
None my kognago to imderelAad, 

None my wpirieji to cKpand i 
Neitlijer door ncnr wall to iliield 
The hoaw I my«eJf Bhoiild build * 

None to tend if e[ck I tie, 

Xane to mopm if there T dlep 


Of My Loft 

Ab the cop of wine to her Kps pilie 
Bach drop of wine stood on on gra^ Hie dew i 
Stnnned with her beauty, eparldJng Ijfcc a pearh 
Eaoli drop in fclie cop itiejf into a a#?eklice did hor! 

What tortiireft now* with her to trtiit 
My love, that meh f fme nhr 
At me in such sudden mge dy, 

Even when she heam my rival sigh I 


If Tbou He Sore. 

If thou be ture of God thy piajcr to gram, 

Then aak for nanght hut a heart without a want ; 
O* God eatt me not fcr my sins to account, 

For, heart^bnma of deaireti unfulfilled I do recount. 
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Chitltb^s Vfrse 


Na Hope If FnliUled 

Ko hope if folfiUed, 

No Tfty of Sglit; 

De&tb him a dale» 

Why no iJiwp nt night t 

My heort^H plight niAdo roo Icitigh before, 
Nothing over doc» »o now ; 

Piety wuJ good^t rotom T know^ 

But the wmy I’m nninolined to g^K 

Boinething keep* me cnnfii^ 

Else know 1 not tb tBik t 
Why not cry aloud, for. imbrard. 

Her remerohmiieo doef roe ifelk . 

If the heirt-bwrn be not Been* dnetoir, 
Oira it no bTinnng sroeO T 
I am there^ w here myielf doef 
Mo nothing of myself tidl ! 

I die iit the with to dSe, 

Death enmee* hut if not there ^ 

What B fiw to go to KflttbB. Ghalih I 
But thou—* too abeinplew to ofj^- 



GhaUb^Tht Man And His Verss 


SjKl»ToTike£fr«ct. 

Sighfl to take cffeot need an age. 

Who live* thut long thy tresses to embrace 7 
A tboneand c?rocodilcfl do tho tidea encage. 

Sec, irliflt fiite, A cboii ht> turn a pearly dot* fsiji! f 

love eaTJa for pAiienw^ 

Pfljsicm all madnesa ba I 

What thflll 1 do^ till the heart wif hJn, 

Weeping, white doth bleed ? 

1 know DU hsAring of it, 

'fo nish to me yon shall not delay i 

But dead shall 1 be 

By the tluie, the word goes yonr way. 

The dew from Ibe £rsr. TBy^ of Son, 

Hoe ever lenrut to die ; 

J, too* bide but one Jook of jeve 
From till*, from Jrere to fly, 

life liA* m more time 
To stay, or live by ; 

Than a spark take* 

To kindle, and to die. 

By whom save dcatb, 6haUb« 

Can Life of it* wiies be eliom ! 

For know ye not th^i the enndle 
Anyway bams, and lingers tOl the morm 



Ghalih's Uene 


A Wish 


I sm pcTtinenl to her, yet not * ' 

Were aho drunk, sho’d be bcaide hcni^U : 

Temir, or cUmtiy. wimtever tbeu «rt W Ibc WOiW. 

Would that only ibou wert for 

Had 1 BO many a hcftri-biirn to befall my lo » 

Tlieo 0' Lord you should Uu^e gtron roe muny a ^ 

liean 


She would luivo coroe round oae day, 
Uuil I some daj^ inofe in life to utaty. 


My lleurl is Set on Something 


Sly boart Is set on iwioethios. 

If lliuro be some meat day# to live S 
Tlut firu of Hdl» notUiOK 
To the psin. woe* leithiii give* 


I've known I«ff grounes many « tiro® hefore. 

But now 'Us of a diffoisot sort ; 

Bearer giv« tli* letter, but look# still more 
At my face 1 Sure, soro* mouimiS* to put- 


Stars often out short peoplo’s 1^** 

That child of llieir’s give* a differ^ ■ 
AH uoobles over, end of unhappy ^de. 
Sudden death, Gballb. aknro to foHow no*- 
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(Shatib—Tht^ Man And Hh Verse 


Let Soji^eoite Be...... 

Let ROmcotie Ho]}' Miify'fl Son, 

Wlmt oiir^ 1 until euitid hj one ? 

Tmo, the world hy lew mnei go^ 

But with a inpixSer like ibiiF, what ta do ? 

Her guit like en urrow^ 

Thut CroDi ii full Htmug how doth tuehi i 
In u lieATt like that. 

One ttboitld Jind bis pLuee. 

The Tery tanguo ie pulled out 
On tt&ying e word there ; 

She mufft talk It nil. 

And ane qujet]|^ hoar E 

Whet rot iu jundtiees 
Do I tulk, God E . 

I won^d tbut Donu 
Geta a word. O' Lord I 

Hear aot> if opu tuike 111 of you j 
Speak wt, if one doea erli too ; 

Hold him bank that be miHled^ 

Let ftngivcDnfia tiia wrongs wed. 

Is there one iu this world without a want f 
\Vliu« |ir»yer then should one grant t 

What tlid Khuar to Alexander do 1 
Whom to accept oe leader now I 
Ghnlib^ why oomplaLn of anyone^ 

When the very hope of life be gone ? 
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^ 'll 


GhaUb's yvrse 


To Ilh Heart • 

Wtiat ii tbo matter with thw my fujliih heart, 
Whnt'a there after all to o are thy Btnart t 
I am all ailre and ahe 'i» dibgoit 1 
O’ Lord 1 what’s H T Why to it mtwt f 
I too heeiJ * tongue in niy nheck. 

Would tluit thou aak what T ecek I 

WUcu Thou art the aulc Cruatur, 

Wliat it aQ tbio rtom t 
What are these fair faoe*. 

What their rrido and chartn t 
W’hat the sweet euriy hair, 

What the tbrilUBg lovejy eye I 
Wliat't this elond and the brtcsw. 

Whet the ™9« and the Sky ! 

I tqjMl faithraliM>se from one, 

Who knows not Fhilli'n way ! 

Do good, woald do you good, 

W’bat else eoa “ Dani'eih say f 
1 girt my Tery lilh for you, 

1 know not what is prayer ; 

Agreed Ghalib, ’tit nothing. 

But if had free, what'* arong there f 
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—the Man And Bis Vtrst 


L4»fe is M«fi 

Lore m 

AjuJ loves & lore pert ; 

Love im<kr rcatraint* 
la but love burt, 

Yon iliatl buTe 
A kiss of UiAi lip one day ; 

But with coumgo^ 

And pABolon's mudzursa to way Ur. 


Life Futile 

Gud vw my pre-existiiiicc* 

God unuld be my nnn-^sxiAtcnco ; 
Bxjetence mtip i mj exiet^uicCp 
All I fflint &a in iion-rnfftPiios I 

Beodiitied by pain mnl aorrov, 

Wbai onte I to be bebmded ; 

Unbehcadedp UiU bead 

To lie at m}* knoce would bare licadcd f 


A I boo^ 

On Id day eai^b, in hJi oxtni^ 

His tore shall mM ; 

While 1 with Uim in eyes, 

The doors and woUe sboH Eteet 1 


m 



Ghatib’s Vtrse 


A Cwnsd 

If thoa by iealoniy fee upset, 

Keenly wntdi the world, feiOAd and wide i 
Bmulea thy view to broaden thy heart beat; 

To make thee higher rise, thy jeolaiisy to sufesido. 

Bo mnoh to fliu 

Ab by kMui deaired ; 

ElxpoOBB of seaB 

But p*rt of my ae* of 8io I 

Wore she by the garden 

To como oot with her grecea LuBpired, 

Eiaeh pnrtiele of earth, 

T.Ilf ft dove, a phunt of love would begin. 

Reality 

Matter and it« miblimation iro intertwtimd. 
like the garden and the soft morning brwse ; 

As the river's bank to check river’s spate im-intiliiied. 
So am I mysdfto bold when Thon doth SokTa mle 


A Change 

tike bnbbies in tide, no «id for my tiring 
A desert's eipwuie hard to iessoo my waadcr-loiit I 
I laved the garden ones hut now it gaptw. 

And fcagronce of Bows fills mo with disguat. 


m 


4 


Ghailt—The Matt And Bts Vers^ 


t Woiitdiii fiemoin M; Lot...... 

1 wpold'nt bemoui my lot 
Hod I OHO ift*^ tay hoAxt^ 

And fttnoDgit tbo nympliM that Heatoo abound 
1 Wore but to &]fi y<m ainuiid^ 

Bury me not in your 

Why should tbwfoby people moot 

The way to tho pljico 

That your houM doth gtuce ? 

. 

I widd tliat you oiiJy keep bi ndud 

The honour that you iq Saki'a rale d«i bind ; 

EIm I am wont to driDk eireiyday^ 

Whatever of wLoe may come my way, 

1 aay UAught la you 

Hy fricodr but if yon do 

Find fomeaue ou the w&jj 

Bid him to hor my ^Sitlaams^ eonvey* 

1 ooold also ahow to you 
AQ that 3£ajau did ever do. 

Only if 1 Dould ho iHo 

From the woufl and tn&TailB within me. 

To follow Khixar ia not for 
He juft another wayfaiur be | 

O* ye tho dweUen of XiOtu^s streeti 

Juat look outp if yon the light-headed Qhalib meet. 
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Ckalib*i P'-erw 


A Dikmmm 

Evei) if vm & thc^nght 
Of doing aomfl good there be. 

Thoughta of her piuit wrongB 
her btoah to face me 1 

My bow^a dcalres 

Havo an oppoeito effeot. O' God I 

The more I wiah here near, 

Tho more ahe ii drown *w&y, 0* My Lord! 

She ia ihort of temper. 

An d mine a long tala of woof 
Bb hrifif. CTwi the bearer 
l^reads with It there to go. 

Tbme ie swoh lack of faith I 
And bere> imch want of atreogth J 
Nor would she eret talkp 
Not can I apeak at length I 

Hold ye back O' deepair. 

What sort of eataatropho it be ? 

Etoq thoughta of my lov*! 

Are new gone from me i 

True over ovwaaxioiu 

Am I her la «e^ 

But how oaa I aland it. 

' That abe ^outd ew seen be 1 


Ghaltb — The Man And His Verse 


to the very Ur^t Uelil of lpv«, 

T luive iorc?Lj hnrl:i my fctit ; 

Nur E st&od there udw ^ 

Nor bent b . retreat t 

Woe bciiida 6h&Iib one X wnoM'ni tniot to Godp 
Goea with eny riv?U rww^ Oh, loy LoM t 

Marfdlons 

When of Lnlla- B eoming for Majnu 
In the desETt she heajti^ 

She wiLa Btorllpd and eeid i 
'Happens so also in thft world 

Ghnlib I taho pity on her Lendei! beait. 

To try my lore, fet her not for tortures siiiTt-. 

Hare Mercy 

Have moroy on your lovor. 

Ho does on dfuth-bod He ; 

Uke the waning tmoke 
From a omdJe 4EH:»[rt to dio^ 

Tis my heart "a ooU 

That keeps nus on IoTo*i way. 

Knowing foil well 

Nothing but ruin there ewer lay i 
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Chaltb'B Verte 


A Reverie 

To ohear me ahe would 
In dnjtttna, my company keep : 

Only if my rcrtleM hwuft 

Were over to lot me sleep. 

Mtglitmr tli«« til# DJ^ty eword 
Of those that evet reigned. 

Am yoor tmra to kill, 

Tboogb they be teem feigned, 

Jtut a qni viu of lip* 

And h»TO done with me. 

If not ft kia* 

Let a scold theare be. 

Panr it out into hand*-cupped 6eki, 

If thou doth hate ine. 

Give mo not the otip if 1°“ 

But let wine there be- 

Asad my h""da aitd fret 
With joy did swell. 

As to prf*i IwT feet a bit, 

She did me tell ( 

GIt* Up Hope 

Give op all belief S* desire* i 
My heart la loat in sea of tear* : 
y .jirf, ■ candk nohamt one eipires. 
Am 1 with grief that me -lowly wears. 


CAatfb—Tfie Man And fth Verse 


Let YiHmdf 

I^t ytiQrself go ODB day. 

Free with me 'wtiflw I drink: * 

Else 1^11 tease yon Boroedayr 
Spying that wine iDakeB me sink" 

Of your high pontion in the world, 

Be ye nereT so proud ; 

For^ *a fkU fitom lieighfa^ the wile werdp 
^Fite for Mon does ever shroud'^ 


Though I tooh the irine on lom^ 

Yet, I know fall weD i 
1*11 hiya it onodiy to own. 

And it Would upon me beaTiiy teQ \ 

Even all theie pUinti of woe. 

You ikoiiJd ior a hlesting ti ke j 

For ynor fioul mint from here one day go, 

And of Lifo'i }oyfiiui miwir ii denthly Eilmce mnko. 

That emhodjinent of aharm and grare, 

Wii not wont to elap or brat ^ 

It was Ghalib, who did her menielng faoe^ 

And got that weD-merited troet. 
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Chid&'$ Verse 


A QuKtlOB 


Pun flaiijjiht n&t euro fl oid- ^ 

'Tii well, that I am’nt well ; 

Why gather the rivala, my maid ? 
’Tie far a mane or groneei well ? 


To whom nhall I K® *“ 

Whan you pat mo not to awnirf 1 

How aweet yoiff Upa, the word* tMt pft» hy 

In Unger or abuM, maaii not n worn , 

SveTvone la talkin g of bar coming* 

And the hoOBC-carpat is not the®* today 
Waa it to God or Nimrud I wae praying. 
That prayer bronght no good at all my '^’ay 


I gore mv Ufe, but it was given by Him, 

In tilth i bave’nt yet clean'd debt; 
Blood Ihmugb wounda coTardLatlH flowa o 
But I, tbrttogh way* blocfcad, am to obarpe ? 


’Til the way of a robber, and not of love. 
So to match my heart, and ran away ; 
Obalib «ay acmathing her to mtive, ^ 
•Til »id 'Ho ooold’nt any a Gha«U today , 
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ChsdOh^Tht Man And Hh Vtrse 


Let YosTKir 

Let yoBTHelf go caie day. 

Free with me while I drink » 

Else I'll tease yoq i»oiDed4y« 

Seying that wine mAkeA me eink*" 

Of ynnr liigh position in the world, 

Be yv never so proud i 

For, *A fatl ^om heights', the wise word^ 

“Fate fi3T Mon doea cTer shroud''* 

ThfFDgh 1 todc ihm wine on kan^ 

Yet, J knew full well ^ 

I'll have it oneday to own, 

And it would upon me heaTily teD 1 

Even all these fdoiots of woe, 

You thonJd for a hleasiiig take i 

For your soul must from here one day go^ 

And of Life's joyons mui Jr a deathly siletiee makOi 

That mobodiinent of charm and grace, 

Wat not wont to alap nr brat ; 

It waa I, OhaJlb, who did lier menteing face. 

And got that weU-mented Ireit. 
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GhaUb’l Verst 


A Question 


Pftin Boiigbt not onio'# J 
’Ti* well, that I Bm’nt well; 

Why gather the rlTftla, my maid ? 

Tia for a aceJis or grorse, well ? 

To whom ahaJS I go my loro to try. 

When yon ptit me not to iworf I 

How awect year Upa, the wotda tlmt pwia hy 

In anger at abnae, mean not a word 1 

ISveryone is talhing of her ooming. 

And the honso-carpet u not there to^y t 
Wae H to Ood or I^mrad I wm praying* 

That prayer bronght tin good at all my way i 

I gave my Ufa, bat it wm gi«n by Him, 

In faith I have’nt yet cleared my debt: 

Blood through wounda eoTOrdfrtlll flow* to the n 
But T. thrOPgh ways bTodted, am In charge yet. 

*Tja the way of a rohlwr, mid not of Iotb, 

Bo to anfttflh my heart, and run away ; 

Qtulib laj aomcihtDg Uor to move^ ^ 

’Tis raid 'He oould'nt any a Gbnaal today . 
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Chalih—The Man And His Versa 


Qanteai 

Tkoagb many be tb-B wcwifl of 
There Ia wine enough tlinn to firown * 

Cam of life can never in me herd p 
For my Boki wears KauBor'e Oowtl 
W hy oomplain if yod do my rivaJ £iend 7 
Know I not yotir tartnre^a waya 7 
Gimlib'a verse had fine and ating in the and ; 
Bat now "tie cold and calm in all he aaya. 


A Renectfoa 


like the Bim bracing the momlng's breatbi 
My loveV hmurt-bama brace mo even in death ; 
Ftoud, aa the poor of the loet goidp 
Ofpthe Uowor-vEodor of the flowm sold, 

Am I of heart-barne of hoary pusi^ 

That even in death so gmoe my heart; 

Thoi^^ no iiK^fC the wfoo-blood in iny vein. 
Bhe is etiO aoxioiis that of me to drain f 


A Revelation 

All love, anrfons to bfi stfuek by love's iightaiog, 
1 deeply regret my Instiaet to proiervo life; 

Like the banks of Kiver ever changing, 

Is my thirst for wine t Saki, how much to provide ? 
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Ghalib'l Vfrte 


Lon’i Wtjf 

1 un sogailed “f woeM heart 
Fof not UlWiig to my Iotb. 

Bat what to do, when I dare not. 
And DothiDg can hw moT* f 


X call her ont. 

Bat I wish 0* hoart I 

It were BO, that 

She ooald’nt bat ftff nio etart 1 

Leat ate fotego or forget, 

Since for her aU thk a play b* ! 

I pimy to God, abe wonld'nt real 
Save being teaaed by me 1 

* 

He gOM nbopt 
With yopf letter lo, 

On« word, ftrut 
Conld'nt ooikoeAl lU I 

1 foTHweAT such dclioicy 
Thongli kiJid is 
Nono touch her. 

Etch when m ncai^ ^ ^ 

Whose is ^ tlui 

Whem this splcndotu and bbse t 
Who can ctct tell ? 

Who the loweiwl ccJftiOn rsise f 


GhaUb—Thff Afutt And VerSf 


1 watch for job aiid not fM death ; 

For, death ban a date ; 

Bot if yoa would not come, 

Tfotking tftD bring jqti booh or late. 

Such a load ahakeD off my head. 

A® I oqu ne™" pick ogajii I 
SBoh a tank set Ahead^ 

As in Jlfe I eon nerer attain t 

Gb&iib^ jq a 

Paging mireAtraioed, 

Nnithor by wiab bogiiDf 
Nor by will isontained. 

I WonTd Sect A Core. 

I wotilfl fleet a core 

If there w^^rB pain in my hearty 

But what to do 

Wheti the heart be itself amart 7 

I know* full how to praji 
But you never hear, wbat then to eay I 
Thuse Idola what have they to do with God, 
Swear, O' Swear^ by the Iiord ! 

Even woo ahaU bring you joy, 

If vQnr heart with pain doth toy t 
Pertneaa bae brought joy to the world of ynne, 
Display yuor beauty^ dzAplay it more. 

Enmity np to my faith you have Abowo^ 
l^bw let yoar Mends* qpto t» known t 
Ghalib death comes not to end thiA^fltti&, 

How long more ji one to bemofin thia lift f 
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Chalfb's Vtrse 


My Low's 


My lure'* glory 

Is like Df son at it* boigtt 

Which puts io sihaflo 

The thrill of moon In the night. 

She thinks 

It’s good to get it fifeo i 
So no kiss, 

But an eye on heart o«r be I 

Better than Jnm'o wine-oop, 

Is iny eoTthcii’poit i 
For if evnr broke, 

Another ie oemly got! 

Tn get eomcthing nnia ked 
Giyee a Joy two-fold, 

Bleseed indeed the beggar. 

Who ncrer^p hie hand doe* hold. 

The look of cbwr In my fkoe, 

aika b^luiink that the lore-dek 
Now better be ! 

Let’s eee to what forlorn 

By their lor** aw led * 

Now that • ’Tie a good year. 

By a B fbtni n haa been aald. 


m 


GhaUb—Tfte Man And His Fme 


Hi« pick-BjEs dtd 
Farhaf] hy Shirin aet • 

Ari art Id Maa m goad' 

Who> at hia baat. 

Ai B dmpi ao oaorc tijci drop 
by Btrcr embraced ; 

So good indeed a]] the work^ 

That by good cod is grBc«J- 

O Liord 1 keep Kbistat Sul tan 
Ever in your vieir 

TU a loTely frnit la the Boynt oruluml 
Arrived jnat a-uow* 

GhaJjb. the triith abont Pamdbie 
Full well I Imov ; 

But Hlfl B good thoi^bt for el!eer 
With heart to go \ 

Wbeji fa Scpftrailoa 

When in the panga of •eparatioD 
I look at the door or wall; 

I look for broexii or a □tosacoger 
From her abode to call. 

For her to come to my hooaa. 

Oh I the gmoe of God ! 

Now 1 look at ber^ nott my bouae ! 

Oh \ My Lord f 


m 


Ghttlib's Vmt 


TJegt their jettloB^ 

Wish her bende aod luinai ilh 

Why should bU IhcBe people 

So my wtmnded h«urb with their eye# fill 

’Tie not diamoudB end rubles 
That in yonr hesdeeAr da I ew, 

But my own woundod hfiart 
Whioh their honour doe# oney. 

Frsycr Need* No fihyine 

Preyer needs no rhyme* 

PULut to form prime ; 

Why pUnl the seeds for fiowors. 

When Tine needs no bowers 1 

Though Thou urt in everything, 

T.iVii Tbeo there Is nothing ; 

Be not fooled by nil this iHe, 

Though with It the world be rife. 

Oive up joy to evsde woe. 

Without spring no winter, Lo I 
Why shun the wine O' holy Msn ; 

Tti on 'boei stuff * in hanoy*ian. 

Life &nd death, 

All thst is nothing GhsUb, 

But whiCs in yoor l^th, 

ThBt esys ' ’Tie nothing V 


Chdib— The Man And Hl$ Vene 


Tdl Me Noir 

Eftch time 1 speak to jotip 
You sej ‘Wbftt mi Thon^ ? 
What of spceeb ba it 1 

You pTAj teU me dow. 

FIblihd hatk act tkat 
Lightomg not that HaEh I 
Would Boaieoiio tell mOp 
WhaVa that love bo ivtak 1 

Wb&i few of my rival 
Talking HI of me to yon 1 
What makee me jealouB^ 

1b that be at oil talke to yoc^ 

My tattered clothea with blood 
Are BO glued to 
What need for damingr 
Can there now be I 

Where the body burned 
Ueartp too, would have gone; 
Why scratch the aBkeB now t 
For what la the eeorch on 1 

I beUere not in btoodt 

That throt^ the voine doth Bj, 

Ual£ 9 es it dripa thiough well. 

And dripa through the eye 1 


Ghatib's Veree 


Wbat*« that Bd codfiM* 

Fftradbo to wie, 

Sbt^ for pofie-wiiio that 
Without limit there be ! 

I would drink if I 
A few barralfl of wine ; 

What are these oopi and Qaak?, 
That you before ws Line 1 

1 ba ¥0 no BtfT&ngth to tpeakg 
And ev'en if I coitld* 

What hope ie tbra», to make 
Me rayr ^ would ! 

Ho U became King^a man 

So be oimta about ; 

EJw what rospwi in the city * 
Pool Qbalib have, in and out t 


Call Me Bade 

Call me back anytime yoii wfah to be ki^, 

I am not tinm I»at that’# e^er left behmd ; 

Mt riral’# i«» In Moh woidtneM nothing to explain, 
T^T are not tny head that I <»n net lift in pam 1 
I dfl'nt get tb« poison my oniid lo« 

Else "tia not forewearing meeting tbec, that I ca^ 
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Ghatlb^The Man And Hk Verse 


KcslgDRtif^n 


How cflU 1 hold Ufa 
Mote dfsor tium Bka ? 

For hold I not f&itb 
So dear to me 1 

Tbe CopLd^i arrow 

Thski with Iier love toy beari did picree. 

Is gooe since loogp 

But dot the pain w eoft nod flaros t 

Gbalib you connoi but stand 
All this and Irrc ; 

I IttiDw *tls tarrible 

But Life—too dear to gire I 

A CninpllBiciit 


Now in love, 

For her lolitiiile to scak f 
Complimontd my love’s way 
When haplesdy weak. 

ETCtything in thia UhIvcubb 
Slowly to itfl end does bead, 

Enm the smx bides its tirae^ 
like Eame in brecro;^ its 11^^ to shod. 
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GkaUb'$ Verat 


Ucirt 

’TL» ifter *11 * heart, nor brick or BtoM { 
Why fihould'nt it fill iritli pain und aoiart' I 
A thouBaod timea bIuiII 1 weep, why anyoiut 
Should ao tertnie UiO, and nay poor heari, 7 


'Tia not temple, nor Knnbu, no* Bomeonff'a doof i ^ 
By the roadaide I ait, why ahoold rival tell me; 'go' v 
DtixzUng 0 * the nDon-day oun* peed* she mo™ 

Of veil, that thrill to heart , her face, not to show 7 

Even Thy refieoUon dreads to eee 
Tbce with Tliy charm and graee; 

Thy looka and amtlea like arrowfl and daggem be. 
Wounding and killing to human race t 

Pain and Borrow run through life J 
Life and aarrow are priaoufi alike to mao. 

None in Hfe to oad the unlmppy etrife. 

None but Death to ent the woeful span. 


Proud of her beauty, and hDc power to timt. 

She hdpe aave my riTul'e lace, aa none iho triee t 
1 te aolf-respeot and pride «he have mu^ 

How to meet on the way or be tailed where ahe Um 7 

Well 1 abe beliaTW not in Qod ehe faitlilcm be. 

Why ahonld one with love and faith to her go 7 
What Btands in the way of the world if lattorwi 

Ghahb not ee. 

Why weepM mueb then, why cry «• »b>ud now 7 




Ghalib^Tkg Mm And Hi$ Verse 


Show Me Not 


Show roe not from 

The flower-buij, unfatowup in I 

I eftk for o ki«s on tke lip. 

To be ebowD« ik> J 

Why ftflk ber^ bow do yoa 
PLacb ono’^fl he&rt ? 

Hot each giisture abowfl 
Tbe way faoir to atorL 

Would lhat ehe came 
To my houee m ihu night i 
Drnokp but not with 
Sly rivtkl by her Bide. 

How spent yon the night 
There I as I asked \ 

Eke came and «at before me^ 
Her c^^efl angrily talkEd^ 

Why Dot ait quiet 
Before her among fdimda 7 
For her ailence 

To roe that vwy roeaaagQ aenda^ 

1 said *ynQ ahonld make 
Strangera from our 'midst go*; 
The crneK lote made me 
And aaid : 'you wjahod it m* f 
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Chalfb's fVrw 


A» mj tore naked l 

**Sijw do you lose your Bemo^' T 

There came a w hfff of Ifnee^^ 

SayiDg I *Bq goes it hence t 

The way to life in my loTe'e tow» 

1 did noYer knoWr 

But wonder of footprlnta loit 

In duat^ showed me io. 

If yon dread a deereeae 
In attachniellt my wish to grant i 
Then watch the ambraeing ocean tideep 
EIyot anaioaafi tboogh oeFcr in want. 

How ifl Feraian poetry better than Urdu T 
Should one aak ao ■ 

Read him out a piece from 6halih« 

And toll him * *Tliifi m hdw'\ 

1 

I am antimony free for aU, 

My only price be, 
lei the eye that UBce it. 

Qratefnlly remember me. 

Let me weep away mj ioiTOW 

O' My cmel lore, leet ^ 

The gtjefe within me ^ ^ 

On t^y fuce he impfeei* 

SU 

»* 


Ghalib^Tfu Man And His 


My Heart b too Weak 


Hj heart b too weak 
To stan^ a wbo i 
That there b tittle of nvmo^ 
la enotfgh for it to go. 

I aby away from Baki* 

To tolL her that ao It be ; 

Elae in frith the teft-OTeTt 
wino^glasa ia enough for me, 

NoLtber ait arrow fuQed ahwi, 
Nor a bonter hid behind ; 

What complete peace indeed^ 

£0 the cage do 1 dud i 

Wbat regard for aaintd 

That do bot pray 

For aonie return afrer death. 

To coDie theLr way ( 

What makea aU the wise 
So proud j 
That go but the way 
Of m crowd ? 

Leave me at the *Zam Zum^^ 
Why eboutd 1 go aroimd ; 
When my cloak in wme^marka, 
80 doei abound* 

3U 


Chm's Vent 


How tcrribje ind«3, 

If new, too, 1 OBiniiot hare ni>- way I 
Wlicn I am all aflro. 

And tbors bo no liay’ 1 

'Hold ye back O' Death, 

Sfy heart ia y«* te drip throflgh the eye 
Stay awhila, hold your breath. 

I TiftTO too nmoh to do, bore to die- 

Ja there one anch who karnf* 

Not Ghallb 7 A]] the flame : 

In faith, be’a a good poet, 

AUhodgh one with a bad nuiBe. 


. What I 


I to rotoin ftom the TaTem, 

Untatiafied flo 1 

If J were foiewotn to drink. 

What was wrong with Saki to go * 

A aiogte MTo» 

The bead and heart in thrall \ 
Gone the day* indeed. 

When notbi^ did them e«r gall- 

Falleo on evil day*. 

No mom well off and fn«r: 

Lot'a gee who aide ye Ghalib, 
Now, and haw shall it be. 


GhoHb^Tht Man And Hb Vfm 


To God 

Aw»y from my MotheHund^ 

Death took on a foreign j 
How kind indeed was God, 

My poverty not to expoM, nay hcnour not to aoil 1 

She bye a trap for jne. 

With mares of her bair-coil; 

O' God help me uphold. 

My himoar, her designs to foil I 

Behold 

Behold the geoaoeity miHiuited 
Of the gracious cToud : 

BZlater-riddon It coTsra the woHd, 

And yet » so pmnd^ 

The Univerfe like paper m ^ime^ 

Xfl afire 

With my wanderlust^ 

And my heart's desire. 


Loire’s Tears 


fieholcl like suminer^teizipeats the loTwe' lean. 
By which the garden-wiU many a flower-wean^ 
None from lore of fiowere can be Ine^ 

Eren oak eoahiTiKi by flowers be ! 


i 


GhaJib ‘1 Verse 


I firni^Dlicr Afill] 


1 r«iueimlv7 igaui 

The eye dpoimed In • 

And my heart leai>i np 
Qniek in prayer t 

Hardly hid 1 forgot 
The dreadful oalimitjp 
When the tboeght of thy parti^ 
Sent the old pain to ita eitrenuty. 

How jimoeont and liinple * 

My poor heart t 

It d«irM again that erttel love. 

9o foil of aft ! 

Life even »# wntK 

Too, trenld have paeud. 

Why did I remiiniber 

The path, ihon ever etoMfeil ? 

Wbat a quarrel ihill there he 
With Hrarra'a gnard. 

Were I Id reineniher there 
Thy honae I Oh ( My l*«rd t 

So more the eonrtge ! 

Xo more the prayer 1 
r retail my old bfeirt. 

Sow finJihed ■'ilh cafe. 


Qhahh-rhe Man And m Vtrse 


My mind goes bftck 
To that old fftrmt « 

To diflcoTer my lie&rt 
in a way ho aweet. 


Wilderness, wilderness, wildemee ia al] * 

Ghalib la my boyhood ea I lifted a atene 
To ftrihe at Majno'* head. I retnembtred my own I 


^''Ictiin of tore 

A {daeo of worship 
For the heart-huma I be, 

With lips diy fioob of loC^en 
Aa starred to death yoo aeo. 

AH diaappointiuent t 
Ail distrtut I 
My htuj*t a 

Of Iovb’b faith and tmt. 


Tii Her 


One look in the mirroTj 
And she did suddenly start 1 
Hoir proud hjd«>d had flho been, 

Of not fofiing her heart [ 

Put the bearer not to the aword I my 
ifbt he. but I’m to blame, th^ aay. 
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GhaUb*3 Verse 


ThtWiyaOrMyLoTU 


Th& fire of HcU 

Haa the vifcyi of my love, 

Kafir would I fee* ^ 

If I find not joy in woe ; 

What aheQ 1 

Sineo w1»d do I in fchJa world moT®, 

Were I to oonnt in 

Tba days af aeparatkm also t 

So that in life. 1 
Get a wink at night. 

She came in dwamfl, and 
Fromiaed to come again I 
Xrfjt me while the mcaaenfor 
Returne another letter write, 

I know to writ® back to me 
What ike ffhall deign. 

Though for it* I 
D!d®vnF pine. 

When did the hrimming cap 
Ever oomo to me 1 
Nov that Said h®fo» 

Flacea the win®, 

I hold on. Ipet no poiiofl 
Therein be t 

One who bdjievw not in faitb* 

How can abe ei^r be deeolvftiJ! 

Why ahoald I thm 

Have donbta about my friend t 


Chulfb^Thr Mm And Hh Fr™ 


My anj[\ttiy in bed 

BocaiKM of fcara otmcdved 

But yoriTS f Pray, 

What be your thoughts' tieud f 

To bnd my Jove, 

That a X/ordi' bjewing^ be I 
So perturbed, to die 
With |oy I forgot f 
The furrow iq the veil 
That do X Me. 

Li but by 

A Iruwii Within, got, 

AH oDe'a 

Bat In oim itolea gUuioe of love. 

AH oue^B Gharm 

Id on© took of eager be ; 

I Tonder a pMnt 

Tlat Heaveoa add earth von Id iHOTe 
Faila to idoto ' 

Thy Heart and Thee ! 

Even that epett would 

Make a thip through the panda tail on* 

Hm not power to aeatire 

Bnt one with for me i 

GhaKb my habit of taking 

Win© IB loog Bioo e goDe,. 

Save^ when a oloud 
Or Uoon tbeie b© I 


CAo/ifc'j yene 


MlM Not Lm.. 


Win* not Idtv, 

Let it mudiieefl bo; 

Lot my modnoflA 
BfiDg fjude to tbeo> 

Sorer aot off 

Toot nUtloM with me. 

If nothing elw 
Lot enmity there be. 


If m j Minpwiy 

Doth bring bod come W tboe t 

Then not in pubtie. 

Bet in prirato lot ui bt. 


By myieif, 

I ooi no enemy t 
Lot my rfrnl 
Bove kree for thee. 

By and through one»1f 
Should it oil be, 

Even to effooe ono't oelf 
If not to dioBOwr Tbee, 

Though life ffi* through 
Ao though qniob »nd It be, 
TbMo ii timo yut 
To bleed the beort within me. 


Do IglTU 


q,p foith 


Ghalfb^The Mim And Hh Vmt 


No loTB, bttt tortitrB9 
Une^ndiiig for ^ 

O, imjiut Heavens. 

Qirfl Aainctliuig to me, 

Ev^d tbougli leaye 
To cry and pray H bo I 

If not to pay heod 
Thy Qfitiiro be^ 

I will Iwxt cTen " ■ 

So, to how to tbw. 

Oliabh Faboiifd boTo 
Soanewuy my J^tb to toue 
w there be disappoiiitniBnl 
And no fore'i plewnre, {f yon ptAMe f 

1 

MiisJe For Her 


TTm ^ of wine, the cithen note. 
And llate'a ohimii, 

EcBtft^ to her. end all 

Idbe Spring in it^ prin» ; 

Ooujieol me not my friend 
% low’i eotspHny not to diitnrb. 

For my piainti and aighe turn 
riito eweet mnaje, they do*nt her pertn 



Chai{b*s l^irse 




V 


For LosiHg Hit Bent. 


For loiing til boftrt to tw* 

How can I my ootirier blame t 
For thongb a riinil now. 

Ho waa 4 roan all the BaniB. 

It woutd not «mw today, 

And cociB it amat ow day. 

What a grodgB tgainst death 
Do I have, what to eay 1 

He ia there now, 

And Ko B«iy now and then; 
What can I oaU my love’* home. 
But 4 rival’e den t 

Ah I The iniraule of eharm I 
So eaaQy am I deccired 
Into aiknee, thlnlring my mind 
By her ia well'ccmeei’red. 

She greeta roe in the ba»«r 

Knowing fnll well, 

I, too, can I my nund 

To her in poblio teU I 

Too have no thnoght 
Of tiea of froth, but woU. 

What ie tb«e in my band. 
Could yon eTBf tnll ? 



Choliit^The Afan And His Vmi 


My qiiAation^ aalte K«r tbiak 
That 1 am off my mind. 

And, in faiths 1 cAt^ not 
What an«v«f» do tbay tiid. 

Sacxjw'in Art 

Bringf world'a troubles to you. 

And Art in spooch 

Their 0017 I What jh one to do I 

Who mid Gbalib is not bad ? 

True I One can^l oaQ hirg |mt mad t 


Urre A^fUime 

The Jcxtkin^'glaap but for ita coating, 

Would be adre 

With tbo dax^tlng redeotion 

Of ber blaadng IdoIeb t 

Lo^otb have daniing beauty 

Aa thnir heart's deeire^ 

As candle a burning wick 

In ha side, with cheer do«# brook. 


ALnttaby 

Like lullaby to a cbdd 
la Holy Jcsut' word 
To loTers by love cut deepp 
To put them to icuDder ile^. 


Gkaiib^M Versi 


of Lore 


Ttingun of love 
Lteo in ejeo ; 

Id BileDce it toUw. 

Tn quiet it |if 7 ^ 

like a mtideftl instmmejit 
Out of urdef^ 

Ate plaints of lovers 
With love in diBorder; 

Wh&t grfttitode to Majnu 
For the miracle wroughtf 
A garden out of wildernesa 
By hii blood tears it brought! 

Regret 

Ah } thoee who Poiled in wealth, 
|^''ow in duet do lie 
With the dirty eartbdiiaectJ 
Slowty to bo fiftten by ! 

'Til Mkough while parting 
For thee to ahow me thy bare tugcr. 
For thy memory in my heart 
To glow and ever to Huger. 

With aching heart Qhalih 
1 write these Imm, 

None to rake a finger, 

Flawtoi aa the mm ahmoa. 


m 


GHalib^Th* Man And ftix Verse 




sue And I 

8cj we&k nm I, irere you by your aldo 
To givo me 4 pbe«, 

I bet OB my life^ tf mM BW&t could 
Toll nae by my I 

Wbftt WDodcr if my eight 
Cbuso her to bev'c pity on mo. 

Would eomeone Uke me 
To the place whero she be f 

Shoir me not yotiT fkoo 
If AO you will, 

But do r&iee the Toil to show tbo eyea 
Tbiit £0 one ipll I 

So femd (s Aho 
Of seemg mo in a cHgo I 
Wejo I to ttttn her hjur, 

She would mo in her arme engage 1 


Enty'a Tbouglkt 

I CEimot itand my own boo^'e wry, 

I die in the winh, but de&Lre Ilot not to aeo I 
She boa snmetliiDg with my riTaJ in viow^ 
Tbongh efao paaaea by aa ebe ban nerer know | 
You call ornn GhaJih bad that'n not fair. 

For tt would make loTO-tnvt to die in deipalr. 


Gkalib^'s ^€rsi 


In Trudi 


Xot tfait I bclkfe not 
In fch« fact of judgmont^day, 

But tortnrea of HoH paoe not 
That away from lore falls my wy t 
Though the day bad no clond in tb# nky 
Wbat’s wrong with tfao Moou^lit night 
For wino with joy to pa« by* 

Quunch the thirst, and *ot oofi«elf right ? 

Whun I appear bafom h^, 

There no weicomo be 1 
When I go from her^ 

She wishes me no good-bye I 
And perohonoe if she eTcr 
BfODembtfre me. "Til to aay : 

'Today no quacruls and hghti 
Among the people do I espy^" I 

One gets wine tm days 
Other than of Id* 

Beggar of Tavern'i atfect 

Without hope can Dcver be I 
Let there be joyi and aorrowB, 

Them why ahould I heed I 
When God baa giTon me » heart 
Wherem no joy do I sec I 


m 



Ghatib—The Man And HU Vtrse 


GhAlib why ibotild 
Ton rttmind 
or ihfi promiiefi 
Sbe e^er mada ? 

Wbat if JiAving knovn 
Your miudr she : 
*Thmt I romember not 
Of llAVil§BT^ Mid I 


Evonifana 

✓ LiFCi upto judgment-da^^ 
Death in the end 
Haa to fall hk way. 

Fed npcdi loy bloody 
Uj ZuTO cglIU 
Heart 'giver of life* and 
To it evier falk j 

With aU the mart^TS 
OF faith on the way, 

What hut 'Jnelty thou art! 

Long live V can 1 nay ? 

Gbalih if I Lade oenw 
World'* reality to diioomf 
There k ciiDugb in ita nn-ia&lity 
Ever to bold my conoern I 
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Chcllb'i Verst 


Carefree 

I cure not, love or Imte let it be, 

But pray do that *11 nnto mo : 

Weaken now baa mo in ■“!* *■ “**** 

Witete oven ^oughla of love I « burden rate 1 
T begrudge mectiDn of my rival by thee, 

Even though by way of complaint it be ; 

They say there i* a pnro for every eta^, 

But were it BO, wo’nt there be a oure for the heart 1 
Even in euoh dietrew none’e help do I MeK, 

Lord qpholda mf baoonr thoiigb bo do I speftit 1 

SDm mito hinraelf ia * world of thoi^t ; 

SoUtuda with me anon into miOutudc » wrought. 
Freedom dow mean to be free 
Not from etrife, bnl only fm® J™ 5 
One with h« Ufo can never be oontmt, 

Even though in prayer* be it t 

OhaHb. rii never qdt that 

Thoagl. it bring Heaven* upon my lie»d and ev^^ 


For Her 


Why ahonld'nt my heart’* idol have «in^ 

bi ATerlcmk thoae who for her Btgbt 

For it* own good to overtooK maw. ^ 

Ab 1 The irony of Fate. 

The beauty of floweri mirror* before * 

nr 


Ghalib^The Han And His Vtrse 


Eren bt Spring 

The doom uid walls of Joy voo-beriddui boim 
Stand even in the midst of Hearenly Spring 
Down-o&at, ihougli olsd in their gT<^ell blnoH : 
What woes indeed wpnld aatumn to them bring I 

Now I wish to bs alone, all alone. 

To ooame through the winding path nf life ; 

What tortUMtt at friend's hands have I known I 
What pitfalls faced throngb their tuuoeialy strife I 


W'oe With FrscjscB 


Woo with froo-men does no more than a tnoinont, 

^ last \ 

They tighten with lightning their abode with tnabiea 

cast! 

As the gatnblen eonnt their cards befon the game they 

VtUte 

I tdrti oTer the pIoAanm of dayi gone hj in my poor 

tfiijt } 

Thoqgh Man unto himwlf is a word of ihonght, 

Hia life like of moth at night, is naught i 
Not content bat WBokness, my heart doth blame, 
Makee me give ap life's struggle, for Uan an 

everlasting shame ! 

A thooeancl dwires tuifulfilhid my heart doth held. 
What then to call it but a pnKm hard and eald 7 


2S8 


Ghalib's Verat 


She Swears 


Sbe aweaia uaTcr moru iv tortUT® n»p 
But Bays ; 'flow can 1 stow my &oo to thw " 
The V6ry HeaWM nioFe in u cycle day and 
Something i» hound to happen, why 


Were it eumity I could that for to« tatc. 

But wU™ it nothing why ehonid I thutm^ 


Why do 1 along with the mesBengor go. t 
Oh God t Am I myself ^ ^ 

Why should I quit my lore’* thowhold. 

Though it cull for being paved with nay blood. 

1 paflcd all my life waiting for death. 

After death. lel’a a« what iheoa my breath 1 
She asks 'who ia this Ohallh 1 well, 

'What am T to wy T Could sOBawno tell 1 


or God 

A» Lord grants not my prayer In any iMk- 
Let me now a long life fer Kbiaar aak ! 

Move not out in Bearch of God, O' Holy rocn. 

Such uneven thought# can never covct that >i«n. 

To bed one'a love ia a joy imboond. 

But to wait that long, where the heart ao bo^ 7 
Even after lovere* death, Son’a glonoua light 

Make, their parti, still aflame with d«trr. ahmaJJ- 

atiui brigiit ; 

GhaJtb aik me imt about the expunae of love a tawrn, 
All I know 'tia far more than t^t of Heaven 

w 


Ghalib-Tfte Man And His Verse 


Wben Slit Gol ftrady 

Wjicn Jihe got ready 
Her Joymoy to aturt ; 

AH along the way, 

I threw a pleoo cj my heirt^ 

The wife in womlfir 
Did in the minor behold 
A dove at once wounded^ 

Pantfcgp warm and cold ! 

hfy feorB tom my heart, 

Into A hattle-Sdd 
Of hopa And deapolr, 

To fight anew or to yield ? 

GhatJb 05 of my will 
I DonJd never my thought ojipteiti , 

Howevor mnoh I ever tried 

Tlie river within ita bfiunds to compreva ? 

And \niy Not ? 

hy aboil not the mirth be pmnd 
Of being trampled over by king*! men t 
Why Bbiir not her fame ap»Bd snij mystery shroed 
That stmuiliig beauty irhom kings come to e« now 

„ . and thm ? 

«a craving for a walk tn the eardon Tor me ; 

But why not enjoy the a|aing air that there be t 


Gbalib's Verse 


CiHD^ my Lttfc 

CotEe O' my love, I MU "tAnd ‘t no nt™n. 

No more strength to bear the panga. Ah ! No more l 

I mve up Hebvoq for worldly life. 

For with eoch pleoanre and wine 'tia nertr nfe 1 
My tesre mahe mo from ye t® 8®, 

Ah me 1 I eonW never oheck them w ! 

Jfa gmdge need ye fear from me. 

For HD grudge in lovers* natim ever 

All the jojn of «fv are hid in your i^er he^ , 

B«kr»tplea-urcm world, here 

Ytm aetet to put me to aword t Lncky am 11 

Bat k^ imlneby, if yonr word yoa were not to ^«d 

Ohalib yo« -wear by wine never mme to drmk ; 

But to take you at your word ^ 

fa Woe 

go nllic!h bent am I 
With the TfcKH of Uf<fv 
That my flyM filalhM 

Appear in striTe 1 

My woundB I lUteh, 

Only to inerettw their pain 1 
And not Hoothe itcnit 

lapelf from that thoaght I do refrain- 

With that rewe in their midal 

The garden to adorDp 

Buda with cheer bUjom into flower*. 

Tpo advance and grace the inom. 


GhaUb^The Man 


jffiif ff(j Vetvt 
I*Te fs ait Enemy 

in Any cm* h hoppintw*' entmv 

Qaia 1- ever painted node, a ahame to be | 

Bat thr ‘Jid B«et. 

Bat the armw wending "Parted ont. did-.r^^a. 

Whoever ™r'’ 

a™ from thije eame npeet, In pafn, and 

bTi r I*' *«*«'ii* «hoi..,'’''**' 

Sach low *ae therein to rejoice | 

Ah I I diffloaltiee, Bueh strength of wU] i 
Vnf j this tad^ eo easy, myaelf to kill ■ 

* °"“ i-i BOW Bt; 

■n»t oomo dowo. „ i„„ „„ „„„ 

heart. 

Re 

Blessed mth both the worlds, 
i irae pleased He thought; 

But to faith my modesty kept me quiet 
At nothiDg more I sought ! 

At erety atage on to Him. 

A few in detpair did drop ; 

Wth His ptoeo erer so unknown. 

^t conJd they do bat atop ? 

Who does not have aympathy 
For the candle that w does bu™ < 

But what to do. when lore 
Eveiyom « does turn 7 


m 


haUb*i VerX 


Once Asaiii 

"H» an ace 1 hatl ™y 1“^* gra™. 

And with her looka and chamw to Illuniint the pl*«: 
The brokoa piece* of my heart again I put toaetlmf. 

For ’til an a(se I Iwke'i into cyt* that did t be” ^^ _ 

1 reel ralTooated affain with lertmint nod cb». 

For 'tis year* that I in oinIncM my elotbai did tear I 
Fjich breath ow* again «niit* a plaint a^. 

For Jong hare I yearned for fcaat nf light* to adiwre 1 
Lore IB Biitir agihi to 0’i» the woiuids of my hrtft 
With bundled different *alu to eart thcK^rt 1 
Oow more 1 fill my ey» with heart’e bh^. 

Gaily to ooloar my oloth» with T a 

)tfy heart and eye* do oaoe aHam , 

With thought* of my lota and her *isM h» ‘ 

My be&rt yearn* again for a round of ^ e p 
Of humiliation, subduing my how and 
On« again * ^ eo^late. «id Htb 

With heart, aenjo, and very lUe to gito ; 

Each lily and ft»K doe* onue again einte, 

Aai mv loot and thoughu to iwcot b«nH« Intrte : 
Onoe again I want to opan my lore’* note. 

Pledging my life tu the sight of that wrola , 
PrtBsioa again doiires someone atop the home. 

With hair loose on her fme without a^groiiM , 

Oooa again 1 seek Komooos me to oonfMot 

pnui «ith roft-wine. ooldoUll Bowm’ >«*•»» 

Ooco again at someone’s door I wtih to lio 
ETer hSotden to the guard that thnrt stands by 1 

tS9 


ChaUb^Tht Man And Hii Verse 


My heArt again for those *ce 

GliJiIib toiiM nie dot. for agato I am bent 
Upon oreatmg a atom,, ^rtb team im,pe„t ! 


WTierc Naw | 

^wa ao» the pangfj of 6ep&tatiou I 
Where the thrllla of meeting 1 
^ere the day-* e,nd night'a ^nation J 
Where the mootli'a and year** greeting r 

No more the time for love } 

No more the eye for cherm t 
Gone the mind that did rove 
Dead the heart, onoe id warm I 

What madneas now them can be f 
It was an with the thonghta of one j 
That nTaniooa imagination within mo, 

Which la now so erdefly andone. 

To atiftd blood is no joke, 

Upto It where'a the will or hBaw ! 

Gone the old bve gaaihler’a yoke. 

Fur gamble, where’s the ataN to jiart, ? 

I*rt «» I in the cares of world I 
Though poieg ^ _ 

*'“•" »f “«“ w. 

Where the strength now them to band | 
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GhoUb*! Verse 

Her Fjeb Cestare hra ■ Mcaolns tw»Wd 

H« each BMtnre ha* * o>eaniflg two-foW. 

Even aisn of !•>« bcayient* of ««iW 1 
Oh gJm She doee n^t. rnr ahall ev« 

Give!,» »»«=» h«rf, a »"t ”■ “/;jU I 

WliAt link hoM tcF look witk that, eyo-brow to dfljrt ? 
There-- «nie other bow-boot an -trow e^ag^ ^ 

With yoe lo ^ feart? 

Life ond heart here P« y“«r ' 

T^ongb an idoUbreaker have ^me I, 

An unbroken idol in »y P<t»b ^ ^ead be olT, 

L?.‘”.or.“.V”aTn« V.U « 

1 Toold have lived in peace. 

Kad’nt 1 loat c? heart to you i 
:Bdt T would have lived in »<». 

Had’nt T died for you. 

Ohitruction raiirt flowing *a^i* high 

ch.ci on »,■ ' 

1. “■* 

Lot* 

The Bn were laugh 

At the ways of the nighl-warbluiB birf, 

For the thing wiled love. 

I, for oadiwaa hot another word. 


3W 


Chaitb—The Mm And Hit Vme 


Lore'fl Torlnres Hci-ild.. 


^ve B tottdiea lierald pcuw for one’a tBfnd 
^ no MW way of tortuft Hcavon can bow End I 
T 1 “‘-y.Mlovod B eye nend all mv blood, 

1 fl^nld k»p aome inine own to' flood t 

‘ bid in that nlftoe, 

Bren m wneh caknuty, I'm tcet tij the aD^onn 

S'? *11 1» ^wronrflt I 

I am not tiw anly opo to tiy hia msMora and ' 
My »m for froadom ob of a hitd onengf d ‘ 

Taking mo for * beggar, a ptaefd loofc from thi ^ 

But ai jJJ.Juet woaJd have it, I Smwd JnTbST^' 

A Ohatara cattvaa bardJy enoogh to diiplay * 

Tba wilTl? « «o-aht l’’'"'**'*' 

TJje world, the Lord with pleaanre for Ta^nul 
tt..« «..,T ii 1 , in Khan did fill 

matlfl oihcii abare cm ieat t hey in envy wiaU 

mow namt* toma upon my longue O, Gad f***" ’ 

S? tty pninte ktisre it in homage, O, iot Lord t 

J^frnder of Faith, hod fur natianV wiUior^t 

The very ReaToas in oberfianoo do him art^V ’ 

Sen^he R^'^T" ? ^«^“>“^l®ranew, 

Se I find, 

f^Pttwe tn have it confined. 
Th^ Jiaea by Ghefib m speoial mMtnxe a» writ 
A beacon and guide to ail with feet and wit 



Chcdfb*s Vtrse 

t Eatm Your Mind 

Ymi flay youH not r^nim If my heart yoa fisdt 
Where't the heart to tose I Bnt tbII I know yqnr 

mind I 

Love unto me the very joy of life haa hroog^ht, 

A DUre for the pain^ a pain n^ithont qditi^ oil iinflougbl! 
She to friend my ri^al 1 Lo#t in my faith to love t 
fiighi of od aval), plainU none do ever move I 
Simple and carefree 1 Oh S that he but a cloak of art 
For beautiofl to try how djLpjig one in hU love doea 

The blooming of flowers hr Inga to my mind^ 

A heart bleeding, a heart loet^ forover left behind ; 

I know not myielf* how my heart doea fnre 1 
Save 1 look for it, and yon do it oft enflaare t 
Friofit"* coun^l for mo^ like salt oa a woimilp 
Would ope ask kbn what jay therein he haft found ? 

Your Sflanco Hohlj. ■ - 

Your iJienea hohht a bewitehiag duunw 
Yotir look a feel ao soft nnd warm ! 

Dew in garden but aqueciod oat of brown 
By fluwer-buda, that did it In cmahiAg embrace seiao \ 
Aflk not of your lovera^ eyo’^womidiji deep and wide, 
They are dBfttined in their heortB forever to bide, 

1 Jear 

1 fear hwt my love for yo make me proud^ 

Cut my life and my thoughts with enmity ihrond 
Gbalib onJeea finwers mvex the whole view. 

Take not apring in its primo^ Hia yet a-itow* 
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Gfudib-^Thit ,lf<m Aatt flis Verse 


Tbougbta fn Despair 

Each tiaifl J open oat lay lieart, 

You asy, "wliara it tJiat you aeei’ ! 

Pray tell ua now, when ypo say lo, 

Ifow and wh&t ib aoe to apcfth I 

Aat mo not with mioli jeer onm 
‘OmoJ am I* t 

For I am wont to wy to all 
Von say, ‘Ajw'J 

Ev™ tlioagh like a knife. 

Once tbroQgh my heart. 

Why ihould’ot 1 nil that look 
A look of loTi, to Btart I 

An atrow'a priok 
Of little pleoBore for my 
Tia only in wounda cat by sword 
That Buck joy do I And 1 

Even if one tanu an enemy 
Yon ahoald aerer tam #o, 

Even if one npeaka 111 of yoa. 

You ahoald norer let yoomlf go. 

Now I write of dreaded ajlnenta 
That do me kill. 

Now with aomplainta of iU.aviitiiig 
Beliefs my epiatJe do f fill f 

Aflon the lack of patience do I Wall 1 

Anon I talk of woea umsiiding that do toe 1 
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ChQtfb*$ yerie 


Blessed tJie sward that esti one in tvAin^ 

Ble^d the mtirder that nukes life its end tngsin. 
Though tinJoviDg, yet she is jour love, 

Spcftk of her ebarm^k sing of wnjs she duos moTe ; 
Even though spring bide here bm a while, 

Thero'fl enough Id the air end Sowers to {inilee end 

■mile ] 

When the ship hoa weathered the rock» 

And in aafety the shore doth egsiOp 
Why should I then Ghallb^ 

To God of Ceptom^a lUa complein I ' 


My Mcirt Hid lo Ocir 

My heart had to clear the debt 
Of her eyes* with teaiu of blood ! 

And all hrokenp 'tis now beset 
With griefs fur desires that did it dood. 

Drag me through the etrrot now that I’m dead* 
In life* too* 1 wmi erer mowed by waaderduit | 
Mirage of faith in JowOr like dread 
Of sword hanging that fall and crirt yoa must I 
1 took lore lightly, its misery and pain 
Were Ibh than the worldly wow* 1 thought* 
But now that 1 am throiigb all low and sain, 

I fljid world's wuci before lOTC are naught 1 



% 

Sfan And His Verse 
Ftlt 

Without my sfauddiDg a. teu 

liy house wildemefis would hurs kaowut 

Oeeso IT not &□ oesua^ 

WildomeEs would havs showD. 

Why complain of iieart 
If it in troubles be oaughc f 
Woe-beridden ^nd reelless 
Would It be p were i t nolp 

Would that He&Tens keep 
Qu toy door their own gxiord I 
For after on tge of worship 
AJouef tbe^ iet me in there Lord 1 

Sawr Not At Mr 

fjneer not at me 

If Dow in Ksaba do 1 stay, 

For know I not 

My debt to Temple-colleagues, I say. 

Lost one to worship be mipelted 
By henveiily wine nod honey^s tirgs, 

I would that someozie 
Had Heaven in Hell to merge I 

Why the path of piety do I nkxm f 
My foni] from its atart waa wroogly spiLD^ 

Obalibj EDj efforts ran bring me loo retum 
Safe from locustSt lightning loy fields would barm 


m 


Gliafib*s Verse 


Ta Bed Mjr Love... 

To b«l mv Joeo Wild nof. mjr hftppy In* I 
Had 1 Hred man, for that would have yearaed my benrl 
Jjiyed 1 by your prtunide 7 Koy I knew it folBo, 
Var bad 1 Twlmeed it, had’nt joy bad roe in a beam f. 

From your delicacy, 1 knew 
YonTword would ita chamoter take ; 

Were you but atrong of will. 

You wrald that never break, 

Aak of my heart about the dart 

From your eye, pulled at baJf the meuButB , 

Had it pierced through it all. 

How could I know »uch priekiug joy aud pleaaure . 

Each one of aiy *iendJ to tom a comi«l > 

Wbat sort of friends they be 7 

Would that aomeoue w«e to tend my wouada. 

Some ihare the griela within me* 

Were n etODu to have 
&Pi P" of the woea of my heart, 

An unending stream of blood 
Would from it Boon itart 1 

Though pain and aorrow out through life, 

Tia but hearths lot. 

But for woea and gnofs of love, 

T roubl« of life would it spot. 


Gtialfb—The Man And His Verie 


Whom flJyUl I tfiJI, 

Wliat'a an evo fttl cif luy^^s gnef ? 
Lovp tmretumed, but death in life. 
Not the mortiil death, aa brief I 

Neither a funeral bier tn taket 
Nor a tomb my grave to crown, 

Sueh diEgrace In death J 

Oh ! Why did'nt I in a river droim 7 

He ia Unique, 

None can Him ever see ‘ 

None hi« riral, 

None CRH ever bc^ 

Such Diyalie thoagfata, Ghalib | 

Such Etylo and word f 
Would take ye for a prophet, 

If thou not 4 drunkard wert I 


CtutJen 

Yotir presence seta the garden n^fire, 

Slower^budi that bloom Duly to embrace you deoare 
Your indifference onto me 
Ever on the iacrease, 

Aly eighs and plainta move 
But in Tain* you to pleeso ( 

Each new hcart^bum now a beacuu be ^ 

Cotmaelliug reatraijit and paliencu unto mo I 
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Ghalib's Verse 


To Frkodi 

Of TA hflt bolp cap friemift bo m iny ? 

Before tbe woand hoala won't the imil* giow ? 

It poBses nJl limitfl now O' ye kind-hefl/t, 

How long £h^k^^ I open my boart only to bfiiir *wbit' ! 
My heart and eyea all welcome fur t he prieet E 
But to preacb wbnt would he coniei icll me at Jeaat^ 
Today both with a Coffin omd aword to her I go, 

Wbat rcaion not to &ky me, can ehe have now T 
1 eate not if the Holy prleBt does me impriHOfi, 

Can it end love’s madness that within roe ia risen T 
Whv shall 1 run Efom chaini when so enilavcii by 
^ hair^ 

Stioh wflUm! Jove af faith, how can n prlAon’H bat* 

fear 1 

Ghalib ’tia town ia famiahed in love's treat. 

Agreed I wiU live in Belbi, but what abaU 1 «t. 7 


A Ward 


For w^e maeterljr atiakr 

Does each creation ao atimd in prayer: 

Clad in robea of paper. 

Supplicant In the univerar. everjrwhm 7 
^Dotoflove’aangniBh when all sJeme, 
Topaasevetm aotn, like onttuig a 

See how my love for death doM M a magn^ 

|^”"b. -Wd* ’‘jSio? 

Try howaoever much you 

You ahall never get a word of wh*l ^ , 

Even in priaon Ghalib ia bupt with tb^ di»u«r 
And hie ebaina turn like hair-ooil tn a fire- 
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Ghalib^The Man And Mis Verse 


Pliulj in Love 

Aftcf losing blfl bkoarl to one. 

Why she old one plaiutfl' aid seek I 
When no more the heart tn the eidCt 
Why keep & tongoe in your cheek 7 

She etJeks to her waya of pride. 

Why Hbould I mino disawnp 
Humbly to approach ooil ofik her ; 

Why ahe doon on tne eo frown 7 

My friendA^ fcelinge of aympathyj 
Bring such diagracc ujito me | 

To Hell with lore* who cazi^t Btoad my woo. 
Why ahotild they my frieuds be 7 

What faith and whnt tove 7 
If my head I nmet breiik. 

Why ebotiid it bo at yoar threshold, < 
And for yoar tone's sake 7 

Fear not to speak the truth 
My friend, in the cogs ^ntito me ; 

The nest atruek by tightoiog^ 

In the garden^ why BhotUd it wmn be ? 

That yoti are hi my hearty 
Could yon over deny 7 
If not, then pray toll me. 

Why are yon ao bid from the ey® 7 
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Ghallb*s ytrse 


* Tffiv you can't blMno ^y beftrt, 

^of yon mart' jnfft » 

If you keep not away &OBi ttiy*elfi 
How could tW* condlet ever bo? 


Id tbat not »lone enouftti 
To wreck and bring one UFo of I 
Wlien you befriend one, 

Why need HnaTeM tnm hia foe / 

If this be atrial, 

What'fl it that tortme be 't 
Won by my rival. 

Why should yon tty mo 7 


What is wrong In meetiitg 

Another, yon ^ * 

Yon «y it aright, t what** wrong? 

Say it again, I pmy I 


Through aneb jwrs Ohallb, 

Do you want to have yoor way . 
Called unkind by yon, . , 

Why ahould film tum kind, , • 


CleTW 

c ,t. + a have no caUBo for complaint. 


GhaHb—Tht Man And Hfs Vera 


My PUght 


When I hjiTif bailt my hcstiBe oppnalte tidae, 

« on t ye oven now Imow which Li mino 7 

fllfei^h to speak, 

Bheaaya; rnJesB yoo aiwak, how J know what 

Ah mo I I have with her to deal, ^ ' 

W^o's the world^wr as a tvrsnt with a wal!" 

i liave notliing in my mind, else I 

^t to eparo the word, even if I were to die 
i he WOTsh ip of that idol, in my Ufe III new foreno 
Eventf t4e world call me a kiflr and ever m | 

Of yotu-QhBrma and look*, ode cannot talk 
But aa ewofd# and daggeiie, that do ojjb stalk 1 
^en when of God and RaintJy thinin do we convenu- ■ 
We cannot Mp mentioii of wine an^glaai in verae ' 
If I ^ de^ an the more reason for yon to be aweet * 
For I cannot Iiear a woid nnJeaa you do it ' 

Ghahb yon need not open out June heirt affi .od 

All is already known lo the king withont^S^to 

explain. 


On Deatb'Bed 

I would I had f^rd my longing to bJcM, ‘ 

for qtiwt in sleep to careaii I 
With dew m ,u car. how can the flower 
Hear the Aightingale above in the bower ? 

Ti e fmtbles* come to Aaad now that he does on deatli- 

Ti* time to bid reason, face, and pride all a^^^nSbye- 
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Ghalib'ii Verse 


In Her Company 


... 


L there be, , , * 
^ io did pmnt fct- 

1 Bfit uv+i-Hi'' "— - -- foe ! 

It wm> alW all * my 

EUb I not to Sr vine do 

Both my t^!^nthatblUson me todavn- 

For 'Ha «» nS* * t^t von nertt bo fw;. 
However long J'^^^Vwtat otiU renudo® thme . 

mat did mr blame 7 

My rivata, name ? 

sT^S 

From my nwl O 

She aiveo m* » ,Tt 

That had wboU.T poi'od her to Biy, 

OKanb toll me even i pray t 

Whoi reply do you 


A Grosa 

riral'a kp brillKi to my 

Such chanoins thing m «y ** nUtid, 

r but Trfrfi tii* 

Tho for pTeaaiim yon 

Id my wond« a » natuiu 

But my ‘^iS^c^to a flame turn 

1 wtob lov^ “ ““ * itii !oy to hiiin. 

Such a. of candle-W'i'a* wit i s 


Ut 


Gfsali!f—The Man And His Verse 


Tboo Tyrant 

Thon t^nt, Ihon nev^r nnyand’a frleiid 
So cruel Alt Ihon to othcrB, m thoo to me never 

tike Attn’fl matm* bu tbia sun, ' 

Before tie binding ^ , 

Ai high dc^ ejie wIU, so high would he aeer, 
drop .f e tew would tern u penri Do more. 

Till at h™ henvGziiy facu did ! gate 
I never thought calamity could ooeM craze [ 

For th#U^ me on« again to W ojy wne ; 

The wMld ■ aoa of aiq was but ao ehalfow 
Asooiild not even my ahlrt'e end uwaUow, 

for tong Tve hud pleasure in the fire of my heart- 
A fire that tong before *Bamandir. of its own areo^' 

did iUrt I 

Her Indifi^rtncc 

I Iov& ber indilTcreiicei^ 

For broader my out-look be. 

When ! had die joy of my hpart 
So htd from me ! 

^ska fcii of wine in tho Tavern ahow. 

with lore of wine to it did ever go. 

So, the moro men tii the world yoq find. 

The fewer there a re firm of will or mind 


whl^h ^ wiviithrt Alt- 

ae.i-i.dw. An Wt t*king it- Kfo 







ChaUb^s Verse 


TIh! Spin of 


Not oil int only » few 
Aw rcMM and Jio* do grace 
This TKirld after death. 

What fair fcew atlH lie hid io the plaw * 


J too onoB knew 

All the pleawnres and ioy* of the world. 


But now they all to , i , 

Remote reecB«a of my mind do herd ! 


The eeren celestial ai.tera ato^ T 

What «oac<l 'em it night to have ench bam ^sploy T 
Thongh Yakub did Yuauf in pri»ti never 
HLa ovrt on ho1« id walla did hi® ever greet. 


Enmity towards tbeir rivala 
By all withoat eiception ia got. 

But Zulekha b pleaaed to find her friends, 
At the eight of Ynsuf, so to»t! 


On Ibis night of grief. 

Let blood flow freely from the eye ; 

1 will take ®y eye-balla 

Eot oandlee, tbroogh darknene to pese 


hyl 


In HeoTcn I’H Ukc fdO teveag^ 

Upon these son* of fairiea fafr. 

If by grace of God, 

I Bnd ’em turn aa ^fToitrles' there- 


m 


Ghalib—The Afan And His Verse 

HJh the pIoMurai of night ; 

Hi« the iJeep, hm tho pride i 

Arotmd whoee nerk yon tight 

Tour tnir loone iu amour, tbrare to bide^ 

My viBit to the gordoD % 

Like of teAcher to flohoci 

The NighliDgsleA on benritig my ploijitB, 

Begin their warbling with gl«s ] 

Why do Ihofe lialf-oloeed oyea 
So pierce through my heart; 

Like orrowfl that from my ill-luck 

Do take their itart? 

Though I tried my beat 
My sighs to ooppran, 

Luke threaclB io danung;, 

Up did they orer pre«9^ 

Even ifl get there 

What ehaU I haro her acaJdB, to any I 

When alJ my words and prayctB 

With her guard, T have Ifjiit on tho way. 

The nqp of wino 
I* the enp of Hfe ; 

Whoever ItaB 
With pieasqre ia rife. 

A believer am T* 

I wiah all shapes and forms be gone; 

Vor shorn of them, all 
Fojthi and beliefs turn into one. 


Ghi^ib's Vtnt 


Woe oeases to be woe 
If It dace man oft* honnd, 

So many my difflmilliM* IjO ! 
They’ve thek own Holution found 1 

tfark ye the people of the world, 

If Ghalib did ever io weep; 

A deathly wildemea* would 
Over all tbeie e«tie» ai»n etoep. 


No Chami For Me, 

No charm In the pleaenreH of world for me, 

Save hleeding my heart hot no bbod them be 
Like a bird without strength to wing, 

I hope a wh iri would, after death, me ^ Hear n*- 
For who« wclcwm* eo adeok he this ote 
With Bowm? Not a speck of ewtb to eight! 

J ebtiuld take pity on mywlf if not (he, 

For no force to move in my plaint* there he- 
Not a drop of wine hut the thought* of *F^' 

Still the drunkard* each timddenlog ^oy do bring. 

By loTu's lore to plunder I’m put to nhame ; 

Save for yceminB. nothing of mine to nanw t 

Ghallh, mv Unee are now writ only the world to 

pleaK. 

There'* no uec in yout atyle art and depth to aeiia. 
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Ghdih—The Man And His Verse 


The Wilts of Night 

The woea of night odd to the djukdesa that: my hooAO 

doea fillp 

A candle alone bespoaka of the mom, hitt that etandB 

BO etill I 

Neither Bight of beauty to Fiew, nor promiBe of Jove'e 

aicop to hcafp 

For long there hiiB boon Hitch peace *tTri3i my eye 

and ear I 

Wine ennsea that beanty’e aiodeaty therein to drown. 
My uoi^eioii^ have leave IhemBelvcH to bo ahowB I 
Mm the pearl around the bcantiee’ neck, 

And ieweller’e tlae to eta n from lowly Bpeek ; 

Quiet pervadea the tavern of my thought beaide^ 

Buch wirtc in view, mth yearning eye and iiuch Seqi 

to provide ; 

Hark ye the new-oomera in the fldd of love* 

If wJoh of wine and soug do ye move ; 

Mark me, if you hero a dimming tyo. 

Hear me if you^ ve oaf for word to go hy t 
The beauteous Saqi robn you of faith and reanoiii 
The enebonting mnsie geia your mind put of aeoBon ; 
At nfght there aro flowera all armimd. 

And Baqi ditB to aweot mualo^a sound ; 

The one BO pleaflng to the eye, 

The other so thrilling for one to try 1 
The day dawns to find ft all gone^ 

None to play, none to dance, none to rbeer^ none \ 

A eamlle alone Is there with henfi-bom*B of love'^B 

grfof. 

But ovcfti that BtandB bo atill^ and speaks bo brief t 
From the unknown Gbnlib. ouch IhonghU do I get, 
Sound of my ecribbling is hy angeFs maBir set t 


GhaUb’f Verse 


*TI$ for you 

’Tiu far 3’ou to know my riir»l, 

Bnt whot’a wrong if you <■'»« for me T 
Trial for you Ike JodgmenKJay’a areivol, 

You u witoeas though the rival JoUer ke I 

Be you not but Uke the Moon or Sun, 

/tpn they too, BO unjust and unfair , 

L«t thla by atuneooo'a look may boTO been done, 

1 die to aeo a thread iwtir in her vefl Uure ; 

Bor whit place do I care when no nu^ the tar ? 

Ba It a moaqtio, school or tomb to drink , 

With aU the prsi« of paradise from nrer and far ] 

I think it aright, hot would it were & pli« with yo^ 

Tin of little import, they say, ^ 

If there no Glmlib ba ; 

But for my king and the world, I pray. 

They wore hero furevei, all to sec I 


llapkis 

With feet, prinked by thorna, on my knee, 

I ait tn the wnd, baploM it to *ee I 
With me in Imd, her oaeli hair doth know 
The throbbing state of my heart and over ho ; 
My heart with ’plniiitB doe* overflow, 

T ffifl letter jou toneb tao not amotig peopla io 



Gha^ib—^The Man And Wj Verse 


A World of Glftpioar 

A wtysld of glaoiauj to bekpldp 
Wero I but to raise my eye ; 

But where Ia the will or strength, 

Suerb dazzling ftight to atand by ? 

Love's moilncaa coUa for atooee to bo thrown 
At lover by ohlldreu, his debt to them to be knowii 1 
Even the walla bend under the weight of labour bo I 
Bo not ye bomeleea to them for shelter go I 
Either put me not with envy to Boch absme, 

Or let the world openly your ehaima and smiJeH 

claim. 


A-new 

Everytliiog in the garden 

Today is arranged a-new j 

Even the outer^gate like dove^s belter. 

To keep the world out of view 1 

Each breath of mine today 
Brings forth a piece of broken hearty 
EfiTeet erumared by sigba i 
For my love^ *tk but a new start 1 

Clear out all ye oaree. 

And love for Joy and rat. 

To drown tbe walla and dooni 
With tears today 1 am mt. 
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Gha}ib*s Verse 


Ndtber joy's Note 

Noitbor note hdt cbecr'o atn!ua« 

I play but to my own failtiro^fi refruin I 

You aro eo lout in doing yotir haUt 

And 1 In futiiro^u tbonghi &tiii worldly rare ! 

Such Bocrotu Uid bare by my huiirt 

l^liDW bow ibin my claim to patleno? writ t 

'Tia loTo for the boiit^r tkcLt dos* me bq bold^ 

Else thcrfi*9 strength ooDugli, the tnores to unfold I 
I w lab to Ood that aba would someday, 

For yoaming> give me lea’t'e to bnvr my H 113 ' I 
Her one loot of cheer would the dead lUTive, 

But who could oTer that look of anger surrive ! 
Now no more tho blood in mj heart 
That ao dripped throi;^h the eye with ita amarU 
With you in the open view^ 

I would e¥er bow to you I 

Wbat'a wrrutg there, if you oak for me I 

For l*m but poor^ and you kind to the poor be I 

Aaadtilloh Knan is dead nowp^ Ah* me I 

What ft fine man and loFea- of bi^cuty wm bo I 

What Shall I Become 

Were 1 to bo[!omc a plaint 
Even the mount would mo latnnip 
What ahaLI 1 boMine then. 

Say ye the fir© that within me dcJOa hnra I 
Ever ia mournitig in the cugo do I lie 
A new life would begin wore I from bere to fly* 


Ghalib^Thc Attd His V^sc 


New Problem 

Now ^fciH iiot my probieni liow to talk to bef^ 

But what to do wltea nothing dens bcT stir 7 
To bod my Idto, but a thought with mo, 

*How to liorj^ and If not whore to flto ? 

My poteioHB with my regard b for hor in Btdfo^ 

And she eo bashful I What to hope in life ? 

If aJl tha world p my love, wore like yon, 

Whftt wonid the poor lovers hivn to do ? 

At the sight of your own IcMjks in tho mirror 
Ynn da ao start; 

Were there one or two more like youj 

How wonid It affeet your heart 1 

With Buck dark fortnne ob mirv e to fall bis way 

Why would one not aven niglit the day 7 

I"vB again hopes of hcTp and she regards for me; 

But when not nvea In her thoughts, bow would it be 7 
I wftH not wrong yonr word would bo!ac« my heart 
Bat tny eye ao yeamxogp how to cure its amart 7 
Mark her eye and darU, then tell 
How can one with nil that have pEace. well ? 

I am not mad Ghalibi but as the king does say* 

Away from luTei bow can yon have pence, I pniy 7 

A&k Mt Not 

Ask me not about my coinpl&mts^ I p^sji 
There Is wild-fiw hid in my heArt j 
But blewd even tbcfle wiwa flond paina they say 
For death mnst miike yon even with life part 1 
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Ghalib’i ^efte 


None But Qats 

None but Qkmi dared Into desert ajipenr; 

Perbapa the giwn-ejwJ roonatef noao el« widd 

bear 7 

All my heart^bonu, with my womea ae did go, 

As thongh Hwere nil n ahnm. the world to ahow f 
Aaleep I wm nil joy with yon, 

Awoho 1 bad none to look to t 
I nm yet n child in the eehool of love* 

Saying whnt comee before end whnt pnaaea above ; 
My coffin io death my fewH doea oover, 

El» my drcae in life wab a blot ell-ownr 

Aond. Fafbad oouIdjiH till him»lf but with An mb. 

How much cnatoma and ways old did him rejc t 

Sacb Blue 

Snob blue of beauty would make the reeaoD lint 
Fftfih time abe her dazzling ^ would wini ; 

However toaehed up to the mirfor you may go. 
Biota of worda unkept would iboro ever ihow ; 
finch Btrength of faith, but auoh want of love 1 
Ab oim in epring with fidgned joy would move J 
Lose not your love in poaaion'a atrife, 

In fuitfa nnd cars find the real life. 

Td 5dr 

Mercury helpe brighten the looking gloaa. 

But the mercury of my heart belpa mu not I 
Blooming of Boweia but a «gn for them to pa»> 
Spring about to go, let’a Nigbtippda quit the I 


Ghalib^-The Man And His Verse 


My B«d Kmws tl» Fl»®® 

!:a‘r=.“-s:r.SMSB., 

Lite St ^dHkSs. 'tfaighi™ wo®" . 

Ttrc^li eWv b 1^1«. like cmbe«jo«nd tne |iw^rD. 1 
My plUow atul we*!* the ihrftinae hy 1“'",^'j i 
A ahame to dreim ! St«p by luy s>ye a refund 1 
What Bbftll I teU yw Gliahb, 

How away from my In-fo do I mde . 

For then each thread of «lt*th 
Tnnu like * thom in my wde I 

Left I be ite Cms*. 

U.I mj pl^f .•a •fit* t"* 

I do pononoo to h«ir hor siok «ith . hlfh-poon^n* ^ 

Slie BeetB but loTor'i eye ’'h'Tei'i hw 

Not much \ But « h&t room for lortulu tbere be 

Fnuitly Speatini? 

Aft mo not fta- heart-wtfuntla' oiro, . * 

Tliuy rart,hor-waiuwliii(£ diamond mnat en 

At long luKt you. in your bs 1 

Give me whui not, ■ but more tUnu e 



GiuHb's VefU 


She Lmcs Holy Strine 

Ah I 5he tnroing bflftiJi cm Hply-atrinp* ^ 

A* ih* loT«i to b»To » moPy hflart* t« !>«■ oliop . 
Suah want of hope, for life » joy '’""If' , , 

Wli*-'ii Hearciw •wh edamttie* in my favnardonflng 1 
Il« rtwU in the ganJiai ’enane of her to eipy 

Lo«rt woltef in pain, Bo^ert in dint w Us; 
(Jongmtttlatiooa Aaftd, there eomei ynttr friend. 

With dinmoiida and jftWelB your wounds to lend 


A w*n 


The f«r of my rival 
Leti mo^ol low my head I 
Ab the ooDtroi over myaclf. 
That I «an never ahod 1 
My heart ao bemoaiia 
fiurviriDg Love’i aingie flaoi*! 
That within me ingea 
ijtill lu, and ever the same; 

tflty So Mad 


The noiiy watcra foreahaduw > atorm. 

My heart luma wPd “d "•d: 

Wine oatir in flask, ah in Uw tavern so warm j 
Whcpee one look cJiarming make* them all to mad? 



Ghdlb-^Thc Mm And Hii Vew 


Lwvt For Me 

ICere threat took kia life who for battle wain't fit. 
Love alwoya needs A man with strength unci grit: 
Hie fear of death did me bo aBanil, 

That in life too I wae svia- pals I 
TliQDgh y^t a ehfld in the field of love* 

T write inch line* my merit to prove I 
My heart now bieeda with woe. 

That like flower in bloom was evier hd t 
One with wocfl of life oan neTor part* 

A new flinart is there if you Io*e your heiirt. 

Ereo the priion ftir thk madnpse flnda no 
The clinnnB of the wild do etili me lure 1 
Thie corps without onMn^ 

That of poor Asad boi 
May Lord’s peace bo on Mm, 

For snob a free Man was he I 

1 Could Never 

T oonld nevw giro her duo praise, 

For her each gesture a hciAvenly death would raiee ! 

Her curls like ojes that do watch 

Tn innoconco a heart, only it to catch 1 

Mine a wounded heart so full of plalnti of woe. 

But yours w emtl and hard, deaf to it* ctet so I 
Yc cruel one* I pray in the name of Heav&ii^a above, 
Ciuse ma not to bavo sneh dopbta about joiir 
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